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Author and bis friends wait for General Whytey, and the
Cork convoy.  Friendly altercation between the Author and
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medical officers in St. Damingos

Batb'adoea, Mareh.

I sHOULD have mention::d to you in my laft
letter, that from joining in the general greet-
ings on the glad occafion of «Sir R. Aber-
cromby’s long-ex ‘pe&ed arrival, and hoping to
learn that we were 1mmedxately to proceed to St
Domingo, we loft no time in waiting upon the
commander in ohief, but went to pay our re-

fpe@s to him the Jayafter he reached Barba.
VOL. IT. B
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_does. Tam forry, however, to tell you, that
we are flill likely to be detained for fome time
in this Ifland, it being intended that we fhould
wait the arrival &f General Whyte, and the
C&rk divifion, and all proceed to St. Domingo
under the famme convoy,

I am nappytqbe able to a‘nnouncg to you
that the ills of climate have, hitherto, fcarcely
reached me; but my friends .Cleghorn and
Mafter, I am forry to remark, are greater
fufferers than myfelf. All of us are annoyed
by the prickly heat, and thofe tormenting
infe@s the mufquitoes ; but, in Cleghorn, the
prickly heat is fo violent, as to become quite
a fore eruption ; and, on the legs of Mafter,

_the bites of mufquitoes have produced very
troublefome ulcers : qalfo, in addition to thefe
evils, both of my friends are frequently
troubled with epiftaxis * ; with which I have

not been once‘attacked.

Regardlefs that they are more difturbed
by the effe@s of climate than I am, they often
amufe themfelves at my continuing to obferve
an abftemious diet, and to pgfgvelje in my
B . Bleeding from themgfe.
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long eftablithed Habit of drinking water ; and
are even bold enough to propofe that we
thould form a tontine, with the benefit of
furvivorfhip. * Let us,” fay.they, ,* enter
into an engagement that he who lives longef:
fhall bt entitled to the clothes, arms, baggage,
and horfes of thofe who may chance to die,
previous to our Teturn to England.”—To this
I tell them, I can fee only one obje&ion, viz.
that it would .encumber’me with more red
coats, and baggage, than I (hetfld know what
to do with. They, laughing, aflure me that
I need have no fuch apprehenfion, and kindly
promife—the one to preferve my {word, the
other my piftols as ¢“a talifman, in memory of
a friend, who fought his death - -- - by drink-
ing water "= Water,” continue shey, *“ will
render you the moft palagable to the hungry
devourer of thefe regions, and, of courfe, you
will be his earlieft prey.”— On the contrary,
my friends,” I reply, * you lay®a bait for this
ravenous deftroger, by preparing for him in-
viting juices, epriched with wine, and high
eflenced difhes ; for, like yourfelves, he loves
to indulge, and prefers wine and*high flavored
viands, to a more pfam and fimple diet—
hence, inftead of;your dividing my fword an{
B 2
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piftols, the probability is that I fhall return
to England trebly armed.”

" Were it*fit to take up this fubje& pro-
feflionally, or to trouble you with medical
. difcuffions, I might fhew fome powerful rea-
- fons why I have a better chance of again fee-

ing England; than either of my hwmorous
and pleafant affociates. Our comrade, Weir,
{miles at our calculations, 2nd bei.ng in a
manner fecure, from having undergone nine
years feafoning at Jamaioa, feels that he may
have to, return alone, and report the fate of

us gll.

Endlefs, furely, are to be the vexations
and difappointments attending this expedition !
In every attempt, ®very branch of it would
feem deftined to meet with delay and difafter.
In’ the papegsy received by the laft packet,
we_read that the Cork fleet, which we had
flattered 6urfelves was*withiffa few leagues of
Barbadoes, has put back inte Cove harbour.
In this we have great and fevére difappoint-
ment. It was the diyifien with which we
wwere to proceed to, our place of deftination,
%0d from the thips which *have alrcady ar-
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rived reporting fo ‘favorably of the voyage, and
the weather, it is a mortification very unex-
peted. The Clarendon, the Charlotte, the
Singleton and others havmg‘made an uncom-
*monly quick paflage, we had no fufpicion but
the winds muft have beeh favorable for tHe
wholg convoy ; and, making ellowances for
the delay of dwll failing veffels, felt affured
that théy muft arrive in tHe courfe of a few
days; hence the difappoitment we experi-
ence is cven greater than it was®from hearing
of the return of our own convoy under Ad-
miral Chriftian.

Single fhips, of each of the two fleets,
fiill continue to arrive. The Hindoftan and
Abergavenny Eaft Indiamen, and fegeral tran{-
ports have joined from Cork, and on the
25th, came in the Mary Ifabella of the Portf-
mouth divifion. She failed with us on the
gth of December, and has been a-week longer
on the voyage than the unfortunate General
Cuyler, but prec1fely the fame time at fea,
having put intp Llfboq difabled, and remained
there three weeks, which reduces the period
to twelve weeks, tle eka& time the General
Cuyler was beating about upon the ocean.» *

B3
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It now remains to me fo inform you that
we have to bid adieu to our rural excurfions,
and maroon-like wanderings, about the plea~
fant ifland of Barbadoes : for it is ordered that

e phyficians of the St. Domingo ftaff {hall
confider themfelves on duty, at the general
hofpital at St.“Anne’s Hill; and it has fallen
to my lot to be the firft employed. We have
alfo the further duty of infpecting the troops
of the different fhips of the Cork divifion as
they come inte harbour, in 6rder to report
their ftate of health, or difeafe. Luckily our
refidence, on board the Lord Sheffield, hap-
pens to be fingularly convenient fbr the per-
formance of thefe duties, and hence we hope
to be able ftill to eontinue our focial mefs;
and to live in the cool breeze, afloat, inftead
of being crowded ,in the clofe and heated
town,

Bemg it the bay, we readily fee every
fhip as it comes in, and can, conveniently,
take off a boat to proceed upon our vifit of
infpetion without delay: and we are not lefs.
happlly placed for the hofplt&l being able to
reach if in a boat, much qmcker than we could
Ytk to it from the fown,
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Sicknefs, I'am forry to remark, is already
appearing among us. 'The hofpitals are full,
and fome of the troops are obliged to quit
their barracks, in order that thefe may, alfo,
be converted into fick wards. But do not
imagine that we are dlready fuffering ffom
difeafe of climate. Itis not fo. The malady,
whlch now eRifts, has been brought with the
troops. It is the common hofpital or fhip
fever—is the confequence of the foldiers being
long detained in crowded fhips, and has no-
thing to do with La Maladie du Pays.

The fhips of the Cork divifion, notwith-
ftanding their quick paflage, arrive in a very
unhealthy ftate, but in thefe the troops muft
have been fickly when they g¢mbarked, or
before they left the harbour; and, from the
fpecimen we have in the Abergavenny and
Hindoftan, we have nothing favorable to ex-
pe&t from the feeming accommodation of
employing t{efe large veflels as troop fhips.
In none of the tranfports have we, yet, found
the men more ‘unhealthy : but, from the
habits of cleanlinefs, commoaly obferved on
board the Eaft 'Indfa thips, and, more efpe-
cially, from* that exlellent efficer (enéral

B4
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Whitelock, and feveral other a&ive and intel-
ligent military officers being on board, no fuf~
picion can be entertained of any of the rules
of cleanlinefs or regularity having been ne-
gletted among the troops.

_ To me it has always appeared unwife to
employ any fhip as a tranfport; in which the
men are obliged to fleep upon two different
decks, both crowded, and the one below
the other; and, from prefent ‘appearances,
this expedition promifes to confirm the opi-
nion.

‘Where from three hundred to five hun-
dred men, in addition to the fhip’s company,
have to make a paffage in the fame veflel,
they cannot but be _crowded; and if the
weather fhould chance to be bad, it will be
impoffible to have the lower deck kept fo
clean, and well ventilated, as is requifite ; and
hence ‘from ‘many of the foldiers becommg‘
fick ; from their taking food in their fleeping
births ; ‘and crowding themfelves with knap-
facks, blankets, and other baggage ; and from
multitudes breathing togtthér, in a clofe and
cofififted place; the air'muft, very quickly, be
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rendered unwholéfome, and difeafe will, ne-
ceflarily, be generated. 'Where there are two
decks it is alfo more difficult to keep the men
fufficiently expofed to the opep- atmofphere,'
as the idle and difobedient can more eaﬁly cons
ceal themfelves, and remain below througﬁ-
out the day.

The difference, in point of health, is
peculiarly ftrikipg between the troops convey-
ed in tranfports from England, and the flaves
brought in the Guinea thips from Africa.
Pcrhaps, from the prefent mode of condudting
the flave {hips, might be derived fome ufeful
hints for the management of our tranfports.
The flaves are much more crowded than the
foldiers, yet far more healthy. It hecomes us
therefore to afcertain the gaufe of this, and I
much fufpet that it will be found in the
difference of treatment and accommodation.
According to the prefent method of condu@-
ing them, I might venture it as an opinion
that a Guinea fhip would carry—with lefs
danger of difeafe being . generated among’
them—a cargo of flaves more #han thrice as

numerous. as a tranlpot would carry of fol-
ciers.
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I took occafion to note to you in a for-
mer letter that the nakednefs of the flaves was
perhaps their greateft fecurity againft difeafe :
but in additiopn to their being without clothes,
they are compelled to remain conftantly upon
deck in the day-time ; and are encouraged to
exercife and amufement : their fleeping.places
are completely wathed out ad foon as they quit
them ; and no fpecnes of baggage, nor cloth-
ing—not a bundle, nor any article of bed-
ding—not even a fingle blanket, nor a fheet,
nor any kind of thing that can create filth,
or colle&t impurities is admitted. Ventila-
tion and wafthing are firitly oblerved, and
the flaves are encouraged, or compelled to
cleanlinefs of perfon: and, together with thefe
ineans, parhaps their fimple diet of vegetables
and water may grgatly contribute, by dimi-
nithing the predifpofition, and leflening the
fufceptibility of difeafe.

Hence it ‘would' feem . that cleanlin:fs,
exercife, cheerfulnefs, a ﬁmp}e diet, and free
expofure to the atmofphere .are the great
preventives of ficknefs—artd that by a firict
obfervance of thefe ‘means the flaves make
“tht voyage, from Africa to the Weft Indiey,
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without engendering infetious maladies, al.
though infinitely more crowded, than troops
on board even the moft confined tranfport.
Many caufes confpxre to prcvcnt thefe
grand chjects from bem equally attamccf by
theefoldiers ; but it is a deﬁdératum, even, to
approach them: Were I o enter into a detail
of all that might be offered upon this very
important fuljje@, inftead of a letter I fhould
write you a volume. The difference of cli-
, mate, of habit, of cducation, and of diet
would all require to be taken into the dif-
cuflion ; but it were foreign to our prefent
purpofe to engage in fo extenfive an inquiry.
I may, therefore, content myfelf with adding
that, both in regard to tranfpomts, and bar-
racks, the fervice would reap the moft eflential
benefit, were the rules, which might be pre-
fcribed by its medical officers, ftrictly enjoined;

and policy, no lefs than huma’mty would feem
to demand ita.

I muft not forget to note to you, that
the 23d inftant’ was the hotteft day we have
felt, fince our arrivaldbetween the tropics. In
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the morning the thermometer ftood at 73,
and the weather was pleafantly cool, but it
afterwards grew very clofe, and the little air
that was, ftirring, coming from the fouth; we
al] felt the temperature much increafed, and
evéry one complained of exceflive heat.* We
were -on fhore during the morning, but hav-
ing left our thermometers in’ the fhip, had
not the opportunity of obferving the degree of
heat, either in the town, or the bay: from
our feelings, (ckompared with the preceding
. days, we judge it to have been at leaft 86.

Although it was unufually hot and op-
preflive in Bridge Town, we perceived a
firong difference, indeed found a tolerable
breeze, in the more elevated part of the
country. We took our dinner at Dr. Hinde’s,
which I before mentioned to you is fome
miles from the town, and fo far from- feeling
the heat oppreffivg, there, we were not at alL
incommoded by it. Thirteen pexfons fat down
to table, and I remarked that not one of the
party \had occafion to ufe his handkerchief,
in a way that*might have fhocked the de-
licacy of a Chefterfield, © '
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What would you think were I to con-
clude my letter by noting to you a mark of
great modefly in a Frenchman? Perhaps you
will fay it is a rare inftance ; ox that ypu never
met with—never heard of fuch a thing® Jf
fo, call it affurance, 1mpudence, or what you
likegand I almoft promife to forgive you !

A paper, faid to be of high importance,
has been prefonted for our confideration. . It
was fent from St. Domingo to England: and

Jdo! what fhould this important communica-
tion prove to be, but a dire& and indifcrimi-
nate attack upon the pratice of all the Britith
medical officers who have, hitherto, been em-
ployed with the troops in St. Domingo, writ-
ten by a French pragtitioner of the #land ; who,
without knowing what seans had been ufed,
in the treatment of difeafe, illiberally condemns
the whole pradice, arrogantly fetting forth
his own as more wife and, mlore beneficial.
Need I hate told yoy that the modeff author
is a Frenchmapn ? We know not the name of
this would-be Hippocrates: but as we have
found his ftatements to be not*fimply inaccu-
rate, but wholly dévold of truth, T think yog
will allow that we have heen mermful toward»
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him, in only remarking that‘the very curious
paper laid before us, muft have been *the
producion of fome prejudiced individual,
who had not troubled himfelf to obtain any
knowledge whatever, of the pra&ice which,
préobably from motivés of intereff, he had pre-
fumed to condemn.”
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LETTER IL

Authoreapprebenfive of fatiguing bis frietd with tales of de-
lay and difappointnlent. A fleet of merchantmen arrives at
Barbades after a _fbort paffage. &he beavens and the feas
exclufively oppofed to the convoys of the expedition.  Supply
of provifions and flpck at Barbadoes. Single fhipsof the con-
woys flill continue to arrive. George aftd Bridget reaches
Carlifle Bay. This fhip fingularly the feat of incident and

e difaffer. Charafter of 3ac—. His adventures and vexa-
tions concerning a cow.

Barbadoes, March 30.+
I rear you will be tired of reading tales
of difappointment and uncertainty, yhich, as I
before obferved, would feem to know no end.
On the morning of the 28th inft. we faw an
enfign hoifted at the fort, and heard three guns
fired; which conftitute the fignal of alarm
implying a ftrange fleet to be' in fight. It was,
immediately, concluded that it was the Cork
-convoy, and its arrival was readily explained,
by fuppofing it te have put to fea again, quick-
ly after its returd tod harbour, and to have
_availed itfelf of the favorable wind ‘which had

)
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already brought to us fo many fingle thips of
that divifion, Dr. Cleghorn and myfelf hap-
pened to be on our way to the hofpital, and on
reaching St. Anrc’s hill we had a moft fplen-
Qxd view of about eighty fhips failing fmooth-
ly below us, fpreadmg their white canvafs along
the coaft of “the Ifland, as they proczeded
towards the harbour. Our expelations now
feemed confirmed. It muft be the Cork
fleet: and we felt "affured of a {fpeedy de-
parture for St. Domingo ! ‘But our meafure
of vexation was not yet filled. Judge of our
difappointment on finding it to be only a fleet
of merchantmen ! Never perhaps was expe@a-
tion fo often raifed, and fo repeatedly difap-
pointed, as regarding the unhappy convoys of
this great and threatening armament.

After fpcnding(nearly fix months in vain
attempts to make the paflage, we are told that
the two great.divifions of our expedition are
ftill lying in harbour, only preparing to putto’
fea ; and amidft all the ftorms and perils
which have fo conftantly oppofed the progrefs
of the fhips of war, and the tranfports, our
mortification is increafed by finding that a fleet
of fow failing traders, could make the voyage, .



17

with great facility, in the fhort period of thirty
days. We learn, from thefe merchantmen,
that the convoys were expe&ted to put to fea, .
again, in about ten days, from the time they
came away, . '

[Every week, nay, almoft every day, fince
the middle of tfe month of September, have
we heard of thefe flects being about to fail in
the courfe of a few days; and now, after fix
months of daily and anxious expe@ation, and
of as conftant difappointment, it is again faid
that they were to put {0 feca in about ten
days,
It would feem that the very elements
had been fet in hoflile array, exclufiwely, againft
the expedition, and that ‘it only required the
failing of the convoys to provoke the wrath of
the winds, and of angry ocean. Amidft all
the vexatious delays, that continue’ to occur,
it is mortifyingso difcover that not one of the
troop (hips has made the paflage with this for-
tunate fleet Qf merchantmen—which failed
from Spithead on the 27th of February, and
reached Barbadoes e‘ax_‘ly’ on thg 28th of March.

YOL. II. c
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After breakfaft 'we went on fhore to make
our marketings and to learn all the additional
news brought by the fleet, which had now
come to ancher. The ftreets of Bridge-town
were crowded and the markets over-run with
ﬁrangers Not'a fith—nor a joint of meat
was to be had.« A fingle chicken was all we
could procure, o
. Barbadoes is the beft fupplied of all our

colonies to wildward of Jamaica. The ifland
abounds with provifions and ftock; but from
the late repeated, and multiplied arrivals, and
from a numecrous fleet being fo long detained
in the bay, the demand has been fo great
that a degree of fcarcity, or, at leaft, that mark
of it, an ingreafed and extravagant price begins
_to prevail, )

. In the courfe of the day on which the fleet
of merchantmxen arrived, a fadly terrifying
fcene occurred in the harbour. The found ofan
alarm-bell was heard, from oneof the tranfports,
and a dread fenfation was inftantly diffufed
throughout the bay. All hards haftened upon
deck, and every fhip #ppeared thronged with
anaious mukitudes, dagerly looking out for the
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caufe of alarm. The tranfport was on fire,
and from the crowded ftate of the harbour,
and the immenfe quantity of gun powder on
board the fleet, our fituation bécame fadly ter-
rific: we were ‘all in danger of bemg blown-up
in one great explofion. Never was a moment
of nfore exreme, peril and anxiety. The veffel
was rapidly confuming, aad oh every quar-
ter the was clofely furrqunded by- others ; it
was therefore %expected that the flames would’
fpread throughout. the harbour.  Fortu-
nately the efforts «of thofe who were near
were not paralyfed by the thock. Boats were
quickly manned on every ﬁde, and fent with
all poffible difpatch to, the relief of the tranf-
port ; and moft happily, by the boldnefs and
alivity of the feamen, the fire * was extine

guithed before it reached Any of the other vef-
fels.

Single thips of the Cork Yivifion fill con- .
tinue to join us; and*among them we now.
find the George - and Bridget with hofpital
ftores,. having our comrade Jenderfon on
b rd. The Georgc ang Bridget, as I before re-

atked to you, is a larges North qountry fhip}
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of vaft bulk, very unwieldy, and manifefily a
flow failor. Her cabin is not’ convemently
fitted up, but appears heavy and fombre, and
calculated to convey gloomy impreffions. This
ﬂpp has been quite the feat of incident. I am
not fire whether fhe, originally, failed  with
the fleet in November. 1f fhe did, the return-
ed to Spithead after the ftorm, and there wait-
ed the fecond fallmg of the convoy in Decem-
ber.—On the gth of that month the left Eng-
Jand, in compary with us, but being difa-
bled in one of the gales, which early befet our
‘fleet, the put back into Cove harbour ; and,
there, finding the Cork divifion preparing for
fea, and, like herfelf, deftined for St. Domingo,
the did not haften ‘to fiil again, and follow
us, alone ; but waited to put herfelf under the
prote&ion of the Cogk convoy. During this
delay it was that our affitant Mac— found
her out, and obtained abirth on board.
With'the Cark fleet, which was termed
the St. Domingo divifion of the expedition,
the George and Bridget again went to fea,
and, again, wag compelled to put back in con-
fequence of bad weather. )
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Only two days had pafled, from the time
of leaving the harbour, when a fignal was
made for the fleet to wear, and return to Cove.
The weather being, at the time,.uncommonly
thick and hazy, feveral of the fhips ran foul
of each other: oné went direly aboard the
unwieldy George and Bridgef, which was ever
in the way of accident ang difafter, and had it
not been a much lighter veffel, than herfelf,
muft have fuak her, with all hands, to the bot-
tom. As it was; the ftove in her fide, and left
an unfeemly mark of injury, which fhe flill
bears about her. The wind being fcarcely
more favorable for returning than for advanc-
ing, feveral of the fhips were unable 1o make
the harbour ; and from being obliged tokeep
at fea, they ftood. on and effeéted the paflage
alone,—which explaing the circumftance of fo
many fingle fhips of this convoy having arrived
in Carlifle bay.

The George apd Bridget, after her un-
fortunate accident, reached fo near the harbour
as to take a pilot on beard to carry her in—
but from the wind veermg rodad, and blowing
ftrong againft them poor Patrick the pxlot, in
fecring for Cove harbour, ftood acrofs ,the

€3
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Atlantic, and committed the blunder of carry-
. ing himfelf out to the Weft Indies. True itis
that “the accident might have occurred upon
any other. coaft, or to a man of any other nation
—buit the pilot happening to be from dear
‘Corz atfelf, the poor fellow, you will readily
imagine, is teaztd by the failors, as having
pratifed fomething very like—a Bull !

We have been diverted at. hearing the
circumftance related : but we have ftrong feel-
ings of {ympathy towards the unfortunate pi-
Tot, and his family ; for his wife and children
are left in the diftréfsful fituation of not know-
ing how to account for his abfence. He had
hoped to return home, by getting on board
fome veflel upon the paflage, but none fell in

" their path and_ it now remains for him to
take a view of the bay, into which he has
fteered, and return to tell the tale at Cove - -
as foon as hecad. ,

During the time the George, and Bridget
remained foul of the fhip which ran aboard
her, and which in addition to, the blow of her
fidg, catried away her fore rigging, two of the
faxlm's, from the other veﬁ'el, while in the at-



23 .

tempe to clear her, ftepped on board the George

. and Bridget, and the ﬂnpshappemng atthat mo-~
ment to get afunder, thefe men were feparated
from their ownveffel, and, comgelled lzkeghepl- '
lot, totake an unexpe&ted paﬂ?agc in the George
and Brxdget to Barbadoes—then' own captain
fuppofing them to have fallen overboard, or’
been in fome way the vi@tims of the accident.

Our loft affiftant, poor Mac— who was
left behind in confequence of*going to Portf-
mouth in fearch-of our cow, juft as the thip was
getting under weigh, is alfo among the unex-
pected paffengers on'board the eventful George -
and Bridget. After many unfuccefsful at-
tempts to overtake the Liord Sheffield he felt
happy in meeting with a veflel with fome of
his comrades on board ; and having difcovered
this fhip it had been cxtremely difficult to con-
vince him that no birth could be had on board.
His foot once upon deck, all f; urther concern re-
fpe&ting accommodatiens was quickly removed.
The narrative of his adventures, with and with-
out the cow,%has diverted us exceedmgly To
comprehend - his’ yrgent proceedings, and ra-
pid* movements, it were neceffary to knovy..
fomething of his figure and character. He-ta

4
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alittle fat, fturdy man, of fhott, punch-like
figure, between thirty and forty years of age,
with a vaft deal of good humour and will-
‘ing a@iyity about him—buftling, well intend-
ing, and officioufly d;ﬁrOtls to be ufeful. He
is confident, and prefumptuous, yet poffefles a
degree of perfohal timidity bordering upon fu-
perflition.  Abruptly familiar with thofe he
fecks, he grows importunate and attaches him-
- {elf even toannoyance ; being one of thofe peo-
ple who have,mare of freedom than good man-
ners—perfe@ mafters in eafe, and as perfedly.
ignorant in politenefs. He is of that clafs
which poflefles more of willingnefs than judg-
ment—more of hafte, than order ; one of thofe
who engage with bold confidence,in whatever
prefents itfalf, without looking to the event,
or obferving any thigg of method in the exe-
cution ;—who are ever ready to plunge into
“difficulties, without a thought how to fubdue
tbem.o

The fame _fanguin.é feelings which lead
him into difficulties, tend to fupport him
* through them.< Not being of* a difpofition to
brood over his diftrefles; he'is feldom the fub-
jEQof difmay, or.the"vié'tim of fombre reflec~
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tien. Invoived i;l one dilemma, he common-
ly efcapes from it by rufhing headlong intoa
greater, and often by entailing future troubles,
blunders on to his obje@—overcoming every
impediment by forcing cigcumftances through,
all hazards to the end propofed ;- then, forget-
ful of the new difficulties he has created,
piques himfelf upon the mgyit - = - - of having
accomplifhed his defign! His woes, you will
believe, are frequent, but they are, alfo, tranfi-
tory. e requires not the pati.ent endurance
of philofophy to fupport them—they pafs
quickly away in all the hurry of thoughtleﬁ:
indiffercnce.

From this fketch of his chara&er you
will learn, without furprize, thaf pecuniary
difficulties have led to his prefent humble ap-
pointment. He had fettled himfelf in bufy
London, in a fituation of refpeability, and
which promifed early independence ; but from
thoughtlels habits, and a difpofition ever re-
gardlefs of the,morrow, became involved be-
yond the power of extri¢ating himfelf, and, at
length, brought on Jlls, which he now feeks to
fly from, rather than hopgs to remedy.
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With feveral other gentlemen of the
hofpital-ftaff, to whom the fore-cabin was
allotted, Mac—was ordered to take his paffage-
in the. Lord: Sheffield; and feeling both
pleafed and proud to be in the fame fhip with
. the perfon who had the diretion of the
department, to which he belonged, he was
elways at hard when any thing occurred,—
‘always firft to tender either ufeful or officious
fervices. ) .

It being an effentia] comfort to have
plenty of milk on the pallage, we had pur;
chafed a cow to take on board, as the beft
method of fecuring the accommodatien ; but
owing to fome n'eéle&, on fhore, our valued
animal had®not reached the Leord Sheffield at
the time the fignak was made for failing.
This was a fad difappointment to us: for, to
lofe our cow were a ferious misfortune—
even the apprehenfion of it was mattes, of
much- anxiety, We applied to the captain to
'know how we could proceed with the greateft
probability of procuring her; who, faying
that it was not’ an ob_]eét for ‘which he could

delay the thip, added_that the only chance of
11
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having our milk was by fending off fome
petfon, inftantly, to Portfmouth, who would
bring the cow, without a moment’s delay.’
Mac— hearing this, and'being always defirous |
to make himfelf ufeful, immediately volung *
teered his fervices—nothing doubting of fuc-
cefs. *A boat, returning to the fthore, was
accordingly hailed, and away hurried Mac—"
for the cow ; not once dreaming of the poffi-
bility of failure§ nor.that there gould be any
rifk of his being left behind. The cow! the
cow ! he had no other idea—nothing but the
cow occupied his mind! In the fame unthink-
ing hafte in which he left thé thip did he buftle
on when he reached the thore. Procecding
without plan, and without thought, he looked
only to the cow, and, in his hurry to'btmg her
before the eye, neglected #he means of con-
veying her to the fhip. The propriety of
engaging a boat, to return in, mot once oc-
curred to him—no fooner dit he reach the
water’s edge, than he jumped on fhore, and
ran off in fearchsof the perfon’s home, from
whom the cow had been purchafed: but he
now difcovered tha;, ip his hurry, he had
only carelefsly liftened ta the addrefs ; and
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confequently much time was loft in finding
out the houfe.

It happened, when, at length, he came
ro it, that the man was from home : and,
here, he fell into another error. Inftead of
fending fome one to fetch him, or taking with
him fome perfon who knew ‘where to meet with
the man, he, in all the impetuofity of thought-
lefs fpeed, Iglundéred into further delay by
running into-the town, alone, t feek him:
and after lofing much time in finding him,
inftead of promoting all poffible difpatch, and
urging the man to the utmoft expedition, he
detained him, in tedious and ufelefs explana-
tions, as tc the caufe of his not fooner fending
the cow on board. Another half hour was
confumed in fruitlels parley, when they reached
the houfe;; and, there, feeling fecure in hav-
ing the cow and her mafter near him, it
occurred to’ Mac— that after all thefe ex-
ertions he required fome refrefhment, and,
forgetting the preffure of the moment, he,
again, added to the delay- by, quietly,
fitting down to relieve the calls of his flos
n‘}ac‘h.-
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During all this time poor bufy thoughtlefs
Mac— never recolle&ed that he had no boat
hired, nor any means fecured of taking the cow
offto the thip. He had yrged on, ftraight fors
ward, and now, feeing the man, and the cow |
before him, felt as certain of fuccefs as thougﬁ
the uadertaking had been compitted.

The cow was, at laﬁ,.led down to the
beach, and, on grriving with her at the water’s
edge, poor unthinking Mac-—,met with new
difficulties, to which the confident fecurity of
his vacant mind had lent no expe@ation.
Yet they proved to be more infurmountable
than any he had encountered, being of a na-
ture equally unyielding to fober circumfpee-
tion, as to thie ftorming affaults by avhich he,
commonly, forced the obftacles that oppofed
him. It was the hurried moment of depar-
ture. The fleet, obeying the fignal for failing,
was crowding, in full canvafs, otit of the har-
bour, and all the cuttcrs‘,‘boats, fcullies—every
veflel capable of carrying an oar, or a fail,
was gone off, gt an exorbitant hire, with fome
ope in danger of 'bemfr left behind. No boat
was to be had at’ an& price! This was an
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impediment which miight eafily have been
prevented, but it was an obftacle in Mac—’s
broad path, which had never entered into his
calculagions, . Still it cculd neither be re-
Jnoved, nor trampled down. Method and
force-—pruderice and rafhnefs were heré equal-
ly unavailing® It was an obftru@ion which
could neither.be oyercome by rude, ngr fyfte-
matic means. Mac— was now arrived at his
ultimatum —checked by the acean, he could
no longer blunder on. He curfed, and raved,
and fwore, and implored the people ftand-
fng by, all to no purpofe! Prayers and im-
precations were alike fruitlefs. Every boat
‘wasgone! Thus arrefted, and unable to force
circumftances further tohis end, giddy Mac—
became almoft frantic, and feeing the fhips
rapidly getting out tp fea, he gave vent to his
feelings in all. the acutenefs of unexpeéted
difappointment. Storming with rage, he fwore
and prayed alttrgately—now curfed the cow ;
then abufed the man——ran into the différent
fhops uttering lamentations— plied every one
pafling with queftions—beggedsthe boatmen
to give him ‘affiftance—offéred perfuafions,
entreaties, rewards—bit allin vain! None
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could give him aid. No boat remained—nor
any poffible means of getting either hxmlelf
or the cow to the fhip. ‘

He obferved the fleet putting to fea;
fancied he faw the Lord Sheffield droppipg.
down to St. Helen’s, and loudly deplored the
lofs of his paffage; then, turning to the.cow,
renewed his curfes upon Rer, for detaining
him ; and, agam, loaded the man with oaths
for not fooner takmw her on board It, alfo,
now occurred to his recolleé'tzon, ‘that he was
feparated from his baggage, and would have
to remain without a_change of ‘garment
throughout the voyage ; and again he appeal-
ed to the boatmen in anxious falicitude ; fome
of whom -only fmiled at his dilemma, while
fome regarded him with cold indifference, and
others, more awake to his diftrefs, endeavoured
to foothe, and encourage ,him with hope.

What can I do? good fellowsd cried poar
" defeated Mac=~, what fhall 1 do? what can I
do? d—n this cow? thall I, failors! muft I
lofe my paﬁ'age? Can none of you help me—
fhall I, muft I be Jeft behind? .

The fleet ftill advanted. The full can-'
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. vafs {pread every maft, and the fhipe, in crowd-
ed fucceflion, continued to put to fea. Poor
Mac—Ilooked ftedfaftly towards them—his e.y‘e
intent upon the Lord Shefhicld ; then, fuddenly
turning round, he again faw the patient cow,
*who, cqually uncofifcious of his difirefs, as

“that fhe was the caufe of i it, had qu:etlv laid
herfelf down to ruminate bar cud, upoa the
fands. Finding nfew provocation in the poor
animal’s compofure, I fhall, exclaimed Mac—«
I muft, I {hall be left behind ! Curfe that cow i
d—n the cow! I fhall, I fhall be left be-
hind!. Then again turning to the boatmen he
folicited them, in new entreaties, to take him
off with, or withcut the cow=—forgetting how
ufelefs it were to urge the men, when there
was nothing to be had in the fhape of a bbat.

(8

Sll the littlé, fat, improvident man
cyrfed and {wore and ftamped and ftormed—
begged, entregted, and implored ; butall to no
purpofe. The ftumbling block of impoffibi-
lity was in his path: atd it might have taught
him' that engagements are, {6metimes, more
eafily undertaken, than accomplifhed : bue it
was not among his qualitics - - - - to benefjt
hy. experience!
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The Lotd Sheffield was delayed until
nearly the laft thip, in the hope of our fecing
Mac— and the Cow; and we thought him
a tedious time before he returned. Atjength
the anchor was up, and the fails fpread. We,
now looked anxioufly to the fhore. The day
was wearing away ; and no Mat—, no cow
appeared ! The captain could not—dared not
wait any longer ! Quickly, therefore, we were
under weigh, and had ohnly the hope that
Mac— and the boat might fteer dire&t for St.

: Helen 8, and meet us as we advanced from the
Mother-bank. But ﬂ:xll, poor fellow! he re-
mained in great tribulation upon the fhore.
No boat could be had, and the only ray of
hope, conveyed to him, was from a rematk of
the boatmen, that, as many of the fhips were
getting out to fea, fome pf the boats could
not fail to be foon back. He caught eagerly
at this idea, which, plain and fimple as it was,
had not once fuggefted itfelf to hs mind, and,
appropriating it with all the fanguine feclings
of his nature, again ‘hailed the certainty of foon
overtaking us,

Prefently a boat” arrtved; but it was only
a fmall one, with oars. Still a boat it was, and ,
VOL. Ii. * )
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Mac— without confidering whether or not
it was fit for his purpofe, impulfively ran down
.and jumped into it—calling to the men to
take him to the Lord Sheffield! This they
~obferved was impoflible, for, even if they had
time to reach her, which they had not, their
boat could not live {o far out at fea, as where the
thip would be befpre they could come up with
her.—This was a fad blow to his revived ex-
pe&tations, and he Ep’reﬂ'ed the men to engage
in the attempt; making them great offers of
reward, but they were inflexible, and adviled
him, as his only chance, to wait until a lugger,
or fome larger boat with fails fhould come in.

The poor cow ftill lay quietly mafticating
her food tpon the fands, and Mac— in great
fatigue and all the Chagrin of difappointment,
fat himfelf down, lefs patiently, to ruminate
a more bittex; cud.

Other {mall boats arrived, but the men
who came in them offered th¢ fame obje&ions
as the former, and but little encouraged the
faint hope of even a lugger being able to come
up with- the fleet ; fo rapxdly were the fhips
gtttmg out to fea, -
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But Mac— faw no difficulty, pravided he
could only prevail upon the crew of any boat
to take him from the fhore. He ftill looked
towards us, and ftill fancied that he diftinguifh-
ed our fhip, lying to waiting for him and thg,
cow. Again, and again he folicited the boat-
men to take him off, either witi), or without
the cow. But all was unagailing; the fhips
would, neceffarily, be at fea, before the boats
could get nears them ; and to overtake the
Lord Sheffield was, abfolutely,- impoffible:
Poor Mac—, at lenggh, began to difcover that
he had proceeded rafhly, and without well
calculating the means of fuccefs : but he ftill
curfed the unconfcious cow, and abufed the
fates for the lofs of his paflage, and his bag-

gage!

Thus it ever is with the improvident— .
whether pegarding his time, his fortune, or his
purfuits. The errors of imprudehce he never
fails to attribute to misfortune, and he unjuftly
charges upon thg fates what is only the refult
of his own folly or negle&. And, here, my
friend, I cannot but remark how common it
is to others, as well a8 to our thoughtlefs
Mac— to quarzel with misfortune, whenevet,

‘ Da2
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they are overtaken by the confequences of
. their mifcondu&. No important perfonage is
fo unhandfomely, or fo unjuftly treated as that
poor, ‘aad modeft young lady Mifs-fortune.
“afAll the errors, and even the crimes of thofe
indifcreet damfels Mifs-ufage, and Mifs-con-
duél, are laid to her charge; and, however
frequently, liowewer grievoufly the imprudent
fuffer from committing them{elves to the gui-
dance of thefe deceitful jilts, il are they fo
infatuated-as to proftrate themfelves at their
feet,’and blindly attribute all the ills they fuffer
from them, to the more chafte, and innocent
Mifs-fortune. How often do the unthinking
and the profligate cry aloud againft misfortune,
for brmgmg upon them the evils, which were
“the plam and neceflary confequence of their
own folly, or depilavity ; and which even the
fmalleft fhare of common difcretion might,
with the utmoft certainty, have prevented !
-
If, inftead of thoughtlefsly blundering
into various and unncceflary delays, our hur-
rying Mac— had firlt engaged a proper veflel
for taking off the cqw, pr even detained the
'boat which had cagried him on fhore, he might
ghave faved himfelf the accumulated vexation,

9
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fatigue, and anxiety which were the natural
effe@, and the neceflary fequel of his miethod

of proceeding; and not, as he infifted, of
misfortune !

He now began to perceive that he wad™
left in, England, with all his clothes and bage
gage gone to the Weft Indies, and forgetting,
for a moment, his prefent dlmcultles—forget-
ting the cow, and all around him, he funk into
penfive contemplation, upon the*various evils
which might follow, when he was, fuddenly,
roufed by the cry of “ a lugger, a lugger, here
comes a lugger.”” It made no part of Mac—"s
charalter to lofe time in ufelefs bewailings.
If a new path prefented itfelf, however rugged
or impaffable—if but the flightefts opening
occurred, however faint the gleam of light
admitted, he, haftily, purfued it, dathing, -
heedlefsly, on to his obje&t.—Hence on hear«
ing that a lugger was in ﬁght, fanguine hope
again affumed the form of certa.inty, ang with-
out a moment of hefitation, to weigh proba-
bilities, he refolved at all hazards, in defiance
of all doubts, and at whatever «£Xxpence, to
take off the cow in the tugger the moment it
reached the fhore. The veflel was, accords '

D3
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ingly, hailed as it came in, and the men were
defired not to let go the anchor ; but to  take
the gentleman, and the cow on board, and re-’
turn immedidtely to the fleet.” The crew.

cgxpiefled many apprehenfions of not being
able to reach the thip ; and demanded "an ex-
orbitant fum', even, to make the attempt.
Mac— would hear no bbje&ions,: there
could be no obftacle—no difficulty ! He would
give them any reward ; and go they muft.
¢ Take me and the cow on board—take us off
—carry us out towards the fleet, and I'll give
you any thing” was all he had to fay, and all
theagreement he required.

Some delay, neceflarily, occurred in get-
ting the cow into the boat, although as little as
_poflible ; and Mac L moft joyfully, jumped
in after her. All was now certain. Every
terror vanifhed. He regained all his powers,
and feeling confident of fuccefs became clamore
ous and buftling as ever. He entreated the
boatmen to be alive—related to them his
anxieties and dilafters, ftormedethem with idle
queftions, hurried them vgith- perfuafions, and
encouraged them with offers of ‘reward. Still
“their fears bung, beavy upon them. They pro-
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mifed exertion, but doubted fuccefs. The Lord
Sheflield failed well : fhe alfo laid near to the
wind, and, not to lofe any further time, we
fteered dire& for St. Helen’s. Unluckily for
poor Mac, — his delay had exhaufted our
patience, and defpairing béth of our milk, ard®
our meflenger, we had already pafled Spithead,
and were advancing into deeper water, and
heavier® feas. -

Mac— was yet very difant, and, the
boatmen’s doubts increaﬁng,.his confidence
gave way to reftlefs’ folicitude. He looked out
anxioufly for the Lord Shefhield, and implored
the men to hoilt every fail, and pull hard at
every oar : then, growing more and .more
reftlefs, he jumped up, fat down, afked quef-
tions, curfed the fates, lqoked up to the fails,
caft his eye down to the oars, ufed perfuafions,
promifed rewards, and exhibited every trait of
anxious difquietude.

.At length he defcried the Lord Sheffield !

She was very.far ahead, but creative fancy faw

her lying-to waiting forthe lugger, Mac— s

declining hopes were agdin aflured— no doubt

semained, and pointing®out the. fhip to 4he
D 4
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boatmen he infifted that they might foon be up
with her. The men ufed all their efforts, and
ftill proceeded, although they could not dif-
cover that the.thip was waiting. Mac— was
.,certam the boat gained upon us. The men
thought otherwife, and feared it would be im-
poffible to reich us: but Mac— had mever
believed in impoffibilities ! The Lord Sheffield
was before them, and in fight, and hence
they could, and muft overtake her |- He infift-
ed upon theiz going on, and urgently implored
them to ufe every poflible endeavour. Encou-
raged by his promifes, and not infenfible to his
earneft folicitude, they ftretched every fail to
its utmoft thread, and pulled with all their
might at the oars: but every effort was in
vain. Wethad now abandoned every hope of
feeing our cow ; the (ails were full fpread ; and
we were ftanding on our paflage. In fine we
were at fea,. and had loft both our milk, and
our affiftant.

The boatmen found that they were ad-
vanced into deep water. The,0ars became
ufelefs, and the rolling feas which beat againft
the boat impeded her progrefs “The fhip out-
failed her, and fhe evidendy fell aftern. All
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further purfuit was hopelefs, and the boatmen

unwillingly gaveup the chace. Even Mac—

whofe expe@ations, when he firft defcried the.

fhip, had affured him of fuccefs,"now difcover-

ed that the further he advapced, the further hg.
was left behind,

Eyer withoft deliberation, .poor unhap-
py man, he now yielded to the impulfe of
difappointment, and threw himfelf down in
the boat, in all the anguifh of defpair, lament-
ipg his cruel fortune, and curfing his thought-
lefs head, for not having fecured a boat when
firft he reached the fhore. But as it was not
among his qualities to profitby experience, he
precipitated himfelf, in the very next ftep of
his proceedings, into further error and confu-
fion. To deliberate wasgno part of his fyf~
tem. Ever adventurous, and devoid of me-
thod, he rufhed head-long into a gulf yet deep-
er and deeper ; although a fipgle moment of
fteady contemplation might have extricated
him from all hig troubles.

When the phrfuxt was found to be fruit+
lefs, and he defpau'ed of comingup with the

Lord Sheffield, inftead of defiring to be p'ut
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on board any other veffel of the fleet which
they might be able .to fetch, and from which
he might have removed to our fhip, any fine
day uppn the voyage, he ordered the boatmen
go carry him back to Portfmouth and there,
ncewdl, inftead of applymg to the agent to
give him a paffage, in any veflel that might be
delayed behingd the fleet ; he teturned the cow
to her home, and wxldly took a boat to the Ifle
of Wight, fancying that, from fome part of the
oppofite coaft ‘of the ifland, he might be able
to reach the Lord Sheflield. This he had
heard mentioned, as barely poflible, and defpx-
fing all doubts and difficulties, inftantly em-
braced it as certain.

L}

He p2id off the lugger, and hired a dif-
ferent boat to carrythim to the ifland. This
again confumed time, and every moment of
delay leflened the flight probability he had of
fuccefs. On reaching the Ifle of Wight hg
had to journey many miles, acrofs the ifland,
to attain the port from whence he purpofed
to embark. He accordingly hired a horfe, and
ruthing on, a% ufual, wuh()ﬁt thought, forgot
o take any perfom to brmg it back again.
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But little time was confumed in galloping
acrofs the ifland, and on reaching. the fea-
port he difcovered fome fhips of the fleet, not
far diftant from the thore, In-his mind flight
probabilities amounted tp a confirmation of
fucceft, and hence the bare appearance of fhips,
wasgpin{tantly, conftrued into a Certainty of get-
ting og board the Lord Sheffield.

Leaving the horfe hé knew not how, nor
with whom, he went into a boat, and again
put to fea, defiring the men to take him * to
the Lord Sheffield, which was about to pafs
that way.” Again, inftead of adopting the
more prudent and certain method of getting
on board the firft thip of the fleet they could
reach, and going, from her, to the Lord Shef-
field on the paflage, he ehployed the boatmen,
for hours, in the fruitlefs purfuit of looking for
our fhip; forgetting, what was aftually the
cafe, that we might have paffed the flow fail-
ing veflels of the convoy, and have advanced
beyond that part of the ifland.

The day déclined ; the fim was finking
into the ocean ; afld night coming on; when
our tormented Mac— again found himfelf 'tb;
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_vitim of difappointed hopes, and ardent ex-
_peQations.  Still it never occurred to him that
he might have made one of the dull-failing
veflels, and have faved his paffage. In bit-
ter chagrin, and fadnefs of fpirit, he return-
ed to the fhore : but not to deliberate upon the
next beft plan of proceeding, for, even yet, he
was deaf to experience. Like-a Frenchman he
was not long the fubje of defpondency, but,
in defiance of all fatigue, and without difcufl-
ing any of the' probabilities, he again rufhed
into new and ill-planned adventures. If one
proje& failed—he believed- that he had only
to fly to another,

After fome trouble he found the horfe, he
had fo thotghtle(sly left behind. And al-
though it was late, agd grown almoft dark, he
galloped acrofs the ifland, and again took off
a boat to Portfmouth: from whence he, ab-
furdly, fet off the pext morning for Plymouth__
in the wild certainty of being able to get on
board the Lord Sheffield, from thence. Upon
his arrival, fome fhips were feen 2t a great dil-
tance from the thore, and it ‘was not eafy to .
afcertam whether they ‘beldnged to our con-
vqy ; but Mac—- was not apt to doubt, and with
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dxfcretlon he held'no fort of acquaintance. Cer-
taifities alone were his affociates. He faw
every thing plain before him, and believed
that he need only put out his hand to poflefs
it. It muft be the fleet! Thefe ﬂnps were
certainly of the convoy, and the Lord Sheffieid
as cgrtainly one of them. Another boat was
accordingly hired, and he infifted uponr going
out to fea in order to be put on board. It is
unaccountable.that evenyet, it thould not have
occurred to him to go on hoard any thip of
the convoy, which they mxght be able to make.
But no ! he was fiire of the Lord Sheffield— -
his baggage was on board the Lord Sheffield—
and the Lord Sheffield was - - - - -- the only
thip upon the ocean! Were it poffible to reach
any part of the fleet, it muft be aqually fo to
gain the Lord Sheffield., But, to his further
difappointment, we had again outfailed his
fpeed, and had paflfed beyond the por: from
whence he failed to meet us. The veflds feen
were a few of the very dulleft failors of the
convoy—and even thefe were probably tco far
out at fea to, Be overtaken'in a boat. Yt the
boatmen, cither. from believing it poflibe to
come up with thgm —tor from availing hem-
felves ‘of Mac—fs eagerimpetuofity, to their
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own profit, rather countenanced than difcou-
raged his hopes. It required but little to affure
him of what he fo ardently wifhed, and in full
certitude, under fevere fatigue, and without
food, did he continue failing about throughout
the greater part of the day—fupporting"® both
hunger and exértion by the animating hope of
fuccefs. ' v

Unluckily the boatmen who had flattered
his profpe@s, were afterwards feized with
doubts : The fhips were too far out at fea : the
tide was againft-them : the wind was thifting:
it was grewing calm: they fhould not be
able to get back by night, and other difficulties
and objeGjons occurred to oppofe their pro-
ceeding fiurther. Indeed the profpe@ of
reaching the fleet, evidently grew lefs and lefs,
until <t length Mac— himfelf acknowledged
it to be impoflible.

¢

His dilemma was now at the higheft:
what to do, or how to proceed he knew not.
The Lord Sheffield was gone ; hig baggage was

ard ; and he -- - - -left behind! All
his dorts had proved uikuccefsful—all his
‘h,ope fallacious. H¢ returned on fhore, ac-
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cufing his unluckly ftars, and blaming fortune
for all his difappointments. To moft men
fuch a fituation would have been very pain-
fully diftrefling. He was thrown intp a dif-
tant part of the country—far from his home
and His friends. e had loft his clothes—wis
abfept from his duty—out of the way of
every opportunity of followmg the convoy,
and, worft of all, had fpent every farthing of
his money. , But he was not eafily difmayed.
It now occurred to him that a*fleet, bound to
St. Domingo, was on the eve of failing from
Cork and, proceeding in all the precipitation
of his former movements, he, inftantly, adopt-
ed the refolution of journeying to Ireland, to
join the Cove convoy. How to get money
would have been a difficulty to smoft men ;
but diffidence was not Nac —’s greateft fail-
ing ; he therefore did not lofe time by delay-
ing at Plymouth, waiting remittances to enable
him to proceed further, but he went boldly to
a gentleman of the town, related the tale of
his woes, excited his compaffion, and, o>tain-
U
ing his confidence, procured from. him the
means of defraying his expenges to Ireland.
His purfe being, phus? replenithed, his cares
were quickly diffipated :‘and he took his sde2
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parture for Cork, under hopes no lefs extra-
vagant, than thofe which had led him to the Ifle
of Wight, and to Plymeuth ; for the Cork fleet-
was already reported to have failed, and the
: probablhty was, that under all circumftances,
‘fewould be gone before he could poffibly reach
Cove harbour. He travelled with little delay
to Milford-Haven ; whence, he embarked in
the packet for Waterford ; and thence purfued
his journey to Cork, and to Cove. Fortu-
nately the couvoy had not failed, and he found
the whole fleet ftill lying in harbour, alfo
many veflels of the Portfmouth convoy, which
had been obliged to put back, after the early
ftorms to which they had been expofed.

All former troubles and difappointments,
and even the poor jll-tokened cow were now
foon forgotten. The greater part of the St.
Domingo hofpital ftaff was with the Cork
convoy ; and Mac— was not of a dnfpoﬁtxon
‘to be long a ftranger among his comrades.
Looking out for a fhip, in which to procure
a paflage, he difcovered the George and Brid-
get, and, knowing Dr. Hendgrfon and others

- of the hofpital-ftaff to. be gn board, he, with-
‘owt hefitation, applied to “he captain for a
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birth, repeating his adventures, with and with-
out the cow, as his paflfport. The captain had,
already, his full complement of paﬂ'engers on
board—indeed was crowded with more than
he could conveniently atcommodate. Bue’
Mac—was not inclined to hear,objetions, or
to make difficultigs. In the George and Brid-
get heemuft go! The fhip was fufficiently
large, and he was difpofed, to accept whatever
accommodation$ he might find. «

*  From his franknefs of manner, and the
willingnefs he exprefled to put up with all the
inconveniences that might prefent themfelves,
as well as from his companionable familiarity,
the mafter of the-fhip became intergfted in his
behalf, and adopted him a?his prime aflociate.
Soon he was the companion and friend, and
none were fo happy as Doéfor and Captain ;
for in a few hours they were the acquaintances
of years ; and, Mac— was fo ebtirely chez lui,
that he feemed rather to be the mafter’s inti-
mate friend, thah a paflenger. He now was.
happy—forgotall paft 'cares and toils, looked
forward to a quick gaflage, and the delight of
a clean fhirt on b’s arrival. Yet were hjs
troubles not aj an end, for on the accident’

VOL. II. ‘”
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occurring of another fhip running foul of the
‘George and Bridget, the timid nature of poor
Mac— reprefented to his imagination a thou-
fand terrors,and, in the hurried impulfe of vivid
ul_pprehcnf on, cruclly augmented the alarm:
in'all the dread of finking to the bottom, he
accufed his lucklefs ftars, called the fates re-
lentlefs, uttered loyd ejaculations for his fafety,
and called that moment only, unhappy, which
had léd him to the George and Bridget. But
the fhip afterwards made a fhort and favorable
paffage, and is arrived in fafety at Barbadoes
—~where poor Mac— yet lives to relate all his
jeerils by fea, and his troubles on fhore *.

* The George and Bridget afterwards funk in the
hatbour of Cape St. Nicholas Mole i and poor unfortunate
Mac— foon after his an'tlval at 8t. Domingo fell a viGtim
to che yellow fever.
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LETTER IL: .

& Comrnon fignal of alarm convéeted ints an enfigh of joy?
Aculenefs of failors in difcovering the nature and extent
of g fleet at fea. Conwoy from Cork d¥rives on the 1 of
April.  Its entrarige into Carlifle bay an interefling feene.
Authar and his comrades exped & procted to St. Domings.

Voyage thither from Barbaddu only a pleafont run down
the trades.

Barbadoes; April 1.

ACCUSTOMED to addrefs you upon all ogca~
fions without referve, my gled pen, true to the
feelings that diré&t it, feems confcious when
made the herald of happy tidings, and, en
fuch occafions, certain of being hailed with all
the warmth of fympathy, it hafiens to greet
you with a fwiftnefs eveg beyond its feathered
felf.

We are here all joy and gladnefs. With-
out the humour of an April day, the morning
has been bright and cheerful, from bringing to.
us friends wg have long been anzious to meet.

I have befor obferved to you, that the
alarm fignal beifig hoifte at the fort, indicated

E2
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a ftrange fleet in fight. When it appears
every one is on the alert, and ready to take his
poft, and thus the fignal ferves to prevent fur-
prize. ,But, one idea fo predominates among
Qur party, and we have been {o long abforbed
in  one " great expe&auon, that the fignal of
alarm is Becomé a fignal of joy, and, with the
report of a ftrange fleet, we inftantly aflociate
the arrival of our long expe&ed convoy.

" Early this morning the enfign of alarm was
flying at the battery, but apprehenfion was not
even the momentary effeét ; no fooner did the
eye convey the intelligence to the mind, than
the heart bounded with gladnefs, and we af-
fured ourfelves of the remainder of our Port{-
mouth convby. In this belief we were alfo
fan@ioned by the lat: arrival of the Rofe E.
Indiaman and the Columbus, both of which
had failed from Spithead with Admiral Corn-
wallis, and likewife by the arrival of La Fa-
vorite, a faft failing French veffel of 20 guns,
which had been captured by the fleet - on its
paffage, and fent in under command of one of
our officers—&iill our ready ‘conjeCtures did
not convey the fad, for as{ the unnumbered
{’cna‘ngers approached it was difcovered that
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they were neither foes, nor Portfmouth
friends.

On this occafion, as on many others, we
were both pleafed and furprifed to obferve thg
acuteénefs of our men of the ocean in difcover-
ing.the nature and extent of a’ diftant fleet, at
fea. Before e could well diftinguith a thip
from 4 brig, our tars, from the cut of the fails,
proclaimed it an Englifh’convoy, but not that
of Admiral Cornwallis, Fram,the mode of
Jetting the canvafs, from the form of the thip,
the figure of the mafts, or fome flight circum-
ftance, attaching to different veflels, but totally
imperceptible to us, they had no hefitation in
declaring, while yet at a great diftance, that
inftead of the fleet from Spithcady it was our
long-wifhed for convoy om Cork,

, To us this was even better and ftill more
joyful news, and we had foop the gratification
of finding it corre&. The whole fleet is now
at anchor in_the bay, and, has brought to us a
large body of, troops, deftined for St. Domingo,
under the command of General*'Whyte. This
being peculiarly ofir divifion of the expedition,
‘we had twofold pleafure'in greeting ite arri¥qle
E3
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In our gladnefs to hail it, we climbed the
throuds up to the main top—and there -ftood
to view its entrance into the bay.

*  Such a fcene muft have been highly in-
terefting, even had it been wholly indepeﬁdent
of the intimate conne&ion we had with it :'the
day was fine—the kreeze foft ;nd mild, and the
furface of the water gently moving. The pic-
ture was rich and varied : compiehending, un-
der a bird’s-cye-view, the town, and neigh-
bouring plantations—the bay crowded with
ﬂnppmg—a great extent of the fine country
around—angd the wide ocean, together with the
numerous veflels of our defired convey drop-
ping with full fails into the harbour, '

You will beliewé that. it was one of the
moft pleafing profpe@ts we had beheld fince
our departure from Englaid. While it feems
to fecure the fpeedy removal of our long and
anxious fufpenfe, it ﬁrongly revives the hope
of a fuccelsful campaign, ¢

This fleet, which had been fo often reposted
at fea, even fo long ﬁpcc as Kzfore we left Eng»
)and and which did once fail and return to har-
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bour, finally took its departure from Cove on
the 25th of February: hence it may, at laft,
be confidered to have made a very favorable
paflage, having been precifely, five weeks at
fea. .

. We now look forward to a fpeedy change
of place, and I may foon have to addrefs you
from St. Domingo, whefe I hopc to meet
your letters, and learn tidings of ye all. ]t is
about a week’s voyage, and s confidered a
very pleafant one—being as “fine failing as is
known on any pait of the occean; the fhip
having only to fpread wide het wings and fly
before the trades.



‘ *LETTER IV.

“Creole langsor from beat of climate—favorable to the Bru-
nonian doflrine. Effi@ of elimate upon a Dutch (failor.
Lord Sheffield bailed by @ man in the fea. An intokicated
Jailor overawed by the prefence of a fuperior. '

o

Barbadoes, April.,

INDOLENCE is confidered to be the general
_effet of exceffive heat of climate ; and had the
great Bruno vifited the tropical regions, he
might here have found many faéts in fupport
of his plaufible and very ingenious do&rine.
The languor of climate is felt by few on their
early arriva] in the Weft Indies. The firft
effe& of the heat feeﬁs to be that of ftimulat-
ing the rigid northern fibre into increafed
aQivity —and Creole inertnefs follows only as
the refult of continued refidence.

« Precifely.thus,” would have exclaimed
the ingenious Bruno, “ and fo with wine,
opium, beloved brandy, and a]l other ftimuli.
They, at firft, only increafgtl}e exciten'lerit,
and give new vigour o the ¥ame ; but, con-
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tinued to excefs, they exhauft the excitability
——over-run ever delighting excitement, and
plunge the body into indire& debility, indu-
cing a ftate of body, precifely fimilar to that of
Creole inadivity—a ftate from which there is
no efcape, but through the medium of new or
ftill more powerful ftimuli.,”” "*Yet, the re-
newed vigour—the reftored excitement, ac-
quired by a return to the fedative north, would
feem an everlafting obftatle to the theory as
ftated by its great projeGtor—the languor of
climate, or indire& debility, bemg removed
by a dire@ly debilitating power—the abftrac-
tion of heat. » .

But [ am ftraying from our path. Let
me, therefore, retrace my fteps, and tell you

the effet of climate upogfa cold Hollander of
our crew,

I have already made knpwn to you that
neither my comrade Cleghorn, nor myfelf,
yet feel any fer.xfe of tropical indolence, but
continue our habits of exercife in all our rude
European: ﬁrength We have, for fome days
paft, been clofely yatching one of our failors
~a_Dutchman. g—le is ‘recently from Hel.'
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land, and, in manners and appearance, u» vra:
Batave. On the paflage he was a dull, heavy,
flow, and plodding . Dutchman—frigid, and
inanimate as the moft icy boor of his aquatic
natxoﬂ. His movements were a pretty accu-
" rate reprefentation ‘of the crawling flosh, and
the unvaried. fedatenefs of his vifage no lefs
emblematical of his native home,

Having particularly noticed him through-
out the voyage, we feel fome furprize in now
witnefling, as it were, a complete revolution
of his nature and habits. The rays of 'a
tropical fun feem to have given play to his
mufcles, fet free all the circulating juices of his
frame, and unfrozen the icy coldnefs of his
foul. Tha change we obfervein him is indeed
greater than” you qan jmagine: roufed from
the torpor of unheedmg famenefs, by the all-
vivifying power of tropical warmth, the cold
cloud of mdlﬂ'erence is diffipated from. his
brow—and the Batavian gluten of his frame
fublimed into volatile fpirits, He is grown
cheerful and gay ; wearsa fmﬁe of mirth upon
his countenapce, and moves thh an agility
and alertnefs, beyond «ll that could have been
' heped in aDutchman,  Heaow fkips merrily
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about the fhip ; pulls his oar with glee in the
boat; and, on all occafions, appears animated
and lively ; vying in fpirits and a&ivity with
the fprightlieft tar of the fhip, -

I haVe next to condu@ you into the pres
fencevof a true Englith failor; but firft let me
afk you, as one verfed in the operations of'the
human mind, in what way the appearance of
a fuperior, before the eye’of a drunken man,
produces the effe& of inftantly {ibduing all thc
wiolence of wrath and revenge?

Early this morning our fhip was hailed
in the loud rough voice of a fatlor, who, from
the found, appeared to be near to us, but no
boat was feen to be alongfide, not could we
difcover whence the voigé proceeded ; flill it
was repeated again and again, and at length,
on looking over the quarter boards, we per+
ceived a naked head in the fga.. A rope was
inftantly thrown over, and the man, eagerly
feizing it, quickly climbed on board. It was
a failor from pne of the neighbouring fhips,
who was mugh intoxicated, and had thrown
himfelf into the fegp, it order to efcape from
the veffel, on ac&nt ‘of a quarrel with he’
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boat{wain and mate;‘who', according to his
account, had treated him -very ill. He was
bitterly incenfed, and in all the heat of rage
protefted, vielently, againft the captain, the
mate, the boat{waip, and in fhort the very fhip,
fwearing that no earthly power fhould ever
oblige. him to return to it, and entreating to
be employed on board the Lord Shefhield.
But finding him to be exceflively intoxicated,
we hailed the mafter of the fhip and informed
him where to find his failor. He, according-
ly, came without delay to fetch him, and we
were furprized to remark, that the very in-
ftant he ftepped on board, and the man’s eye
met him, all his inebriate violence, as if by
magic, was fubdued,and at once converted- into
‘temperate fubmiflion and obedience. Simply
the face of his conimander in a moment ex-
tinguifhed the furious flames of wrath, check-
ed the burning current of. revenge, and de-
ftroyed all fenfe of an injury which had been
powerful enough to impel, him to the hazard
of throwing himfelf .into the fea ;—-all his loud
execrations ccafed, he became .docile and re-
fpedful, and veturned to his fhip without a
murmur }—How true® it §, my friend, that-
')t paffions of men -may Be brought under
8
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control, and how lamentable that they are 1u
commonly left to reign in lawlefs fway ! How
oftén do we fee that, like' our drunken failor,
thofe intoxicated with boifterous rage, however
loud and violent before their intimates, can
command themfelves into a milder mardner,
whenvoverawed by the prefence of ftrangers,
or of thgir fuperiofs.
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LETTER V.

A ﬁn'g::caf operation performed with great desterity by a negto.
Progrefs of chigoes in‘ the foot. Negroes expert in finding
them.  Mode of extracting them. Indolent toil of .flaves.
Inconvenient mathod of lnbour. Severity ufed towards a

* party of flavess Brigands defeated at Grmada Officers
loft of the naine of Edwards. Single fbips continue to ar
rive in Carlifle bay. Reports refpeting the St. Domingo
divifon. 8ir John La Forey arrive; at Barbadoes.

Barbadoes, April.

Peruars you will feel fomewhat furprized
fhould I tell you that we have feen an Afri-
can flave perform a chirurgical operation, with
greater dexterity than it could have been done
by the mdft {kilful furgeon of Europe !

~ Walking on the beach, we remarked two
negroes fitting on the fands, occupied with
fomething, which feemed to command minwte
attention; and on approaching near to them,
we. found the one engaged ip extraling that
fadly troublefome infe& the Chigoe, from the
other’s foot. ¢ Qur curiofitybeing excited, we
. Bopped to witnefs thie ogration, and faw it

,Executed with great neatnels and dextérity.
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The chigoe is a very minute infe&, which
infinuates itfelf, imperceptibly, under the fkin,
moft commonly of the toes; and there, form-
ing a nidus, produces its young. Thafe are
enveloped in a fmall cyft o bag, which ufually ,
increafes to the fize of a pea, as the period of
matwvity approaches. When thé young ate to
elcape, ,a fenfe ‘of*tingling, or itching is felt in
the part—-at firflt very ﬂight often, indeed, not
fufficient to attsa& the notice of Europeans—
but, if longer negletted, increafCs.to a fenfe of
forenefs on preflure, or on treading upon that
part of the foot. This commonly leads to
examination, when a black, or dark point is
difcovered, which dire&s to a fmall, and fcarce-
ly tumid circle, whitith, or very flightly in-
flamed, of an appearance fomewhat like what
might arife from a pea l-ﬂged under the fkin.
If, at this period the cyft be removed, the dif-
eafe is eradicated, and nothing further is to be
apprehended ; but if it be Rill further negle@-
ed, the nidus ruptures, and the young ones
efcaping penetrate into the parts afound, pro-
ducmg a fore which degenerates into a trouble-
fome’ ulcer, and *this bemg increafed by the
-gew cyfts of mangichigoes, not unfrequently

3
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proceeds to incurable dxfeafe, and ultlmately
to the de&rué‘hon of the toe.

Fhe chigoe prevails moft in fandy places.
*In this ifland they are very numerous. A ne-
gro not unfrequently extra@s five or fix from
his feet, at-one fitting ; and fo expert are they
at finding thém, that, in examining the i00*
of an European, a flave will, frequently, dif-
¢over two or three chigoes, beiore the mafter
had felt the leaft fenfe of itching or uneafinefs
from them. '

The mode of extralting them is as fol-
lows: with a pointed pen-knife, not very
fharp, or the blunt end of a large ncedle, a
flight opening is broken in the fkin, at the
fmall black point over the cyft. From this
_opening the fkin is forced away, by being torn,
or broken down, and ‘prefled outwards, on all
fides, care being taken not to puncture, or
otherwife rupture the cyft. The fkin, being
thus feparated; thé nidus or {mdll bag becomes
expofed in"form of a little roudd body—rand
is, ’ afterwards; ‘extrated by preﬂing down the
point of the inftrument, at dxe fide, and turn-
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ing it out whole, A round hole remains not
unlike a peaiffue. This the negro commonly
fills with afhes from the pipe or fagar, mixed
with butter, tallow from a candle, or any other
kind of greafe that happens to be at hand,’
and tle cure is completed with the operation.

A, fpecimen ® of indolgnce in labour has
ocenrred to our obfervation, which, whether
it be rerardedas the effe® of climate, or of
flavery, I may note to yow as an addi-
tjonal example of the feeble exertions afed
by flaves in their unrequited round of toil.
A party of negroes being employed to
remove fome hofpital ftores, from the fide of
the water to a warehoufe, Dr. Cleghorn and
myfelf took the opportunity of pafling that
way in our walk, in ordento fee them at work,
and to remark upon their induftry and mode
of labour.—~We found no lefs than ten flaves
occupied in rolling a middle-fized cheft, with
a black driver holding his whip at their backs,
and an overfeer, of fairer {kin, to command
them. It was perhaps, in all refpes, the
very worft way’in which fu¢h™a package
could have been moved! From the fize of the |
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cheft it was only with difficulty-each negro
could find fpace for an affifting hand ; from
its fhape it was moft inconvenient for rolling;
and, from its contents, moft improper—being
filled with bottles, jars, earthen pots, and the
like. In England four men would have car-
ried it upon a‘hand-barrow with great eafe—
while, here, the time and labour of twelve
men weré confumed in moving it, at a rate
incomparably flower, and at the expence,
probably, of great.part of its contents.

We pointed out to them the injury that
might, and the lofs of time that neceffarily
muft derive from this.method of, moving it,
and endeavored to convince them how much
better, fafér, and more expeditious it would
be, to take it up,‘snd carry it. Bur, no!
That was not their way! “We no favez
carry him, we roll. bim gemtly, Mafla, den
we no break ‘ere bottles infide,’ was the rephy.
In even the moft liberal it is always a tatk to
oppole habits confirmed by, long ufage—
among flaves it were utterly jn vain to at-
tempt it! Had we infifted upon the cafe being
carried, it is more than probable that it had
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contents been fhattered to atoms; -*?e,

therefore, left them to purfue their own
means.

°* We have fince met with another cir-
cemftance nearly fimilar, ‘which I might
offer, to you as®a further gxample of the indo-
lent manner in which flaves execute their
tafk : or I might note it as a fpecimen of the
cruelties which men, held-in flavery," may,
and too frequently do become fubje& to,
from paffionate, and unfeeling individuals.
Walking towards the hofpital we met a party
of negroes rolling a box - of ftores from the
boat, in which they had been brought on fhore,
to the ftore-room. Perceiving the cafe to be
light, and knowing it"to contain only vef-
fels of tin, a defire to fee how they would
perform led us to try the' experiment of
making them carry it : norin doing this were
we-aware of expofing any of them to an a&
of cruelty, qr, we had affuredly left them, as’
before, to gheir own way,—On attempting
to lift the package to their fhoulders, they
fet about it precxfely in the awkward and. ludi-
crous manner “we had ‘expeGted ; ftill as, no

F2
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accident, nor injury of confequence could de-
rive from it, we, who were recently from
Europe, were quite diverted at their fruitlels
and incempetent efforts ; but Captain ——,
who was with us, and had refided long enough
in the Weft Indies to have accuftomed
himfelf to the arbitrary treatment of flavgs,
feeing the ftupid way in which they at-
tempted this new talk, immediately gave
one of the poor fellows a cruel cut, with a
large horfe whip, acrofs the face and eyes!
We remonftrated with him on this unnecef-
fary and 'unmerited feverity; and could not
but mark it, in our minds, as an a& of wan-
ton cruelty ; which, if I may judge from the
impulfe of my own feelmgs. will long ftand
againft him, We defired the poor negroes
to put down the box,'and convey it according
to their own method ; and, infentiments of
indignation, left the Captain to the remorfe
which ought to ke his punifhment.

You will be pleafed to know that intelli-
gence has juft reached us of the defeat of the
brigands at Greaada, in an adion with our
troops, commanded by general Nicoll. Their
lofs is faid to amount“to threé-hundred men.
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1t is with grief we lcarn that feveral of our
brave .countrymen have alfo fallen; among
whom we lament to find Major Edwards,
whofe very name would feem at.this mo-
ment to be unfortunate, for Major Edwards
of *the artillery has alfo juft taken a fatal leave
of his comrades, in confequence of (perhaps
imppudent) exbofiire to climate; and a Lieu-
tenant Edwards, only a few days fince, fell
a victim to, typhus fever contra@ted on the
paflage. ' )

The Portfmouth fleet is ftill a truant to
our expeQtations. . From the tidings we had
received of it we now think it long delayed ;
and unhappy conjectures, refpe@ing it, again
prevail. Four additional fhips bf this convoy
arrived fome days fufce, and from thefe we
felt affured of learning that the Admiral and the
remainder of the fleet were near the ifland ;
but we were difappointed on finding that
they parted from the convoy the firft or fe-
cond night, after leaving Spithead; fince
which they have neither.feen nor heard any
thing, of it. No accurate intelligence having
reached us, fince tHe time our expe&ations
had led us fo look for its arrival, we have

F3
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many fears let Admiral Cornwallis may
have failed into Admiral Chriftian’s unfor-
tunate path; and, like him, been obliged to
trace his ‘courfe back into an Englith port.

You will fe¢l no furprife on knowing that
fany rumours have already. obtained cir-
culation, all equally wncertain, and, perkaps,
equallyunfounded, regarding the further move-
ments of the St. Qomingo divifion.” Some infift
that we are to go immediately; others that
we are to wait the arrival of Admiral Gorn~
wallis ; and many that we are not to go at all.
At one moment the whole of us are to fail
without delay.: next .we hear that only the
<avalry is-to go : then it is faid that the bar-
rack ships, and a detachment of the hofpital
ftaff, only, are to procked: and, again, we
hear it whifpered by fome one, believing him-
felf to be quite in the fecret, that the horfe
fhips, the ftore fhips, and the whole of the"
hofpital department are to go down to St. Do-
mingo, and the principal body of the Cork
divifion to remain, and affift in the grand ob-
je@s of the expedition to windward ! Amidft
fuch incertitude I can, only, fay as ufual—
confinue to write_to me at St. Domingo.
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Sir John La Forey is arrived here in the
Majeftic, from Martinique. This officer, who,
for fome time paft, has had the command of
the navy upon this ftation, and is-mych re-
fpeGted in the colonies, we are told is to,
be rtlieved, and. to return to England on

thesarrival of Admiral Cornwallis, br Admiral
Chriftian,

oF 4
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( .~ LETTER VL

General Remarks concerning Barbadoes.  Different 'appearo
ance of the We ejl' India Iflands, and the oppofite coaft." Si-
tuation and extent of Barbadoes. ® Period of fettlement.
General face of ‘the [/Ia:zd.——Called aged and decrepit. In-
habitants proud of its antiquity. Early commerce and popula-
tion of Barbadoes, lIts decline from its" former profperity.
Middle clafs of Inbabitants. Temperature and falubrity of
the atmofphere.  Exemption from important ills. Endemial
malady. Carliflebay. Whence fo named. Towns, houfes,
butsy cottages and other buildings. Varied and inter-
efting fcenery.  Hofpitality of the Inkabitants. Remarks
concerning the diftinélive appellation of the two divifions of the
armament. Difficulty of afcettaining which the windward,
and which the leeward iflands according to the common ac-
ceptation. Soil of Barbadks, Remarks on tillage and cul-
tivation.. Small cattle kept for the purpofe of fupplying maa
nure. Wet and dry feafons. Sea and land breeze. Equal
length of the days. Abfence of twilight. Perpetual fum-
“mey compared 'witbs‘tbe delighting novelty of an Eng@b
Spring.: Remarks upon Spring.  An Enghfh [cene in the

month of May. ‘

.
: ' Batbadoes, April 7.
HAVING from time.to time detailed to

you, in all of defultory remark, the whole
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chain of circumftances that have paffed under
my eye, you will not perhaps deem it prema-
ture, fhould I now offer you- a few general
obfervations concerning the ifland of Barba-
does. After a refidence of many weeks it is
probable that my notes may poi}'efs more of
correétnefs than any I might have offered you
immediately on my arrival., 1 feel, alfo, that
you may find them fomewhat more interefting
after the irregular melange that has preceded
them. I therefore purpofe takiné Jp my pen,
from day to day, at gach moment of leifure,
until I fhall have copied for you the few re-
marks [ have collected on the gengjal fubject
of Barbadoes, and may probably fend them

to you, in a full packet, by fome eatly oc-
cafion.

From the fituation of the Weft India
Hlands in the Atlantic ocean, extending in
form of a femicircle, nearly from the coaft
of Florida to the river Oronoko, it might
feem that, at fome remote period, they had
been detacheds from the great continept of
America, either by the gradual and progref-
five power of the ocean, or .by.fomq gréat and
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fudden convulfion of nature. But from their
being of very irregular and mountainous fur-
face, while the land of the proximate fhore is
peculiarly low and flat, to a diftance of many
miles from the coaft, it would appear that the
iflands and the main land owned a diftin&,
and very different origin. ‘The craggy fhores,
and rugged.broken figure of the iflagnds be-
fpeak the convulfive throes of a fudden birth ;
while the fmooth and muddy [urface of the op-
polite coaft indicates a lefs difturbed and flow-
er beginning. Probably the latter has bgen
formed from the gradual depofit of a feculent
ocean-—the former from the vehement vomit-
ings of volcanic eruption.

BarBadoes is the moft windward of the
Weft India Iflands$ 5 and is in that divifion of
them known by the appellation of Charibbee
Iflands—a name they have obtained from one
of the nations of Indians, who formerly inha-
‘bited them, ‘ '

. It is about twenty-one mijles in length, by
fourteen in. breadth ; lying in.Jatitude 13°
‘North, longitude 54§° Weft. The Englith
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have occupied it nearly two centuries, - hav-
ing taken pofleflion of it in the reign of
James I. At the time of being fettled by our
countrymen, it was covered with wood, ind
had no appearance of having ‘been, before, oc-
cupied by man; but it now appears under a
very different afpe&t,—the deftructive axe
having converted its deep and heavy forefts
into even charaGeriftic nakednefs,

Weft Indians regard it as of low and level
furface : but this can be only comparatively
.Ipeaking, and in reference to the neighbouring
iflands whofe bold fummits pierce the fkies:
for Barbadoes has all the pleafant variety af-
forded by hills and broken land, and, jn fome
parts, is even mountainous, though lefs fo
.than Grenada, St. Vmcent, or St. Lucle

Itis conﬁ(}ered as an old ifland, and, from
having been long in cultivation, is faid to be
much exhaufted, and wearing to decay. Thofe
concerned in the tulture of more recent,.add
now more proll‘ﬁc colonies, feem to com-
paffionate Barbadoes as the venerable and
decrepit parent of the racg; while its in-
habitants pride 'tl-lemfelves uporr its anthmty,‘
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and, like the feudal lords of flill more ancient
ftates, afflume a confequence, I might almoft
fay claim hereditary rank and privilege from
priority of eftablilhment. 'This fenfe of dif
tin@ion is firopgly manifefted in the fenti-
ment conveyed by the vulgar expreflion fo
common in the ifland-—¢ neither Charib, nor
Creole, but true Barbatlian,” and which is
participated even by the flaves, who proudly
arrogate a fuperiority aboye the negroes of
the other, iflands! Afk one of them if he was
imported, or is a Creole, and he immediately
replies—** Me neder Chrab, nor Creole, Maﬂb !

—me troo Barbadian born.”’

Perhaps the late decline of this ifland
may be ftill lefs the effect of exhauftion of the
foil, than of the(extenﬁve.emigration, and the
diverfion of commerce confequent on the cul-
tivation of new iflands and colonies. In the
early period of its culture Barbadoes yield™
ed a produce, and gave rife to. an extent of
gommesee, not known in agy other ifland, and
its ‘population increafed to 2 degree, ‘perhaps-
unprecedentcd in any part of the globe. With-
in the firft fifty yeirs the trade of the ifland

had become -fuflicient to &émploy four hundred
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fail of fhipping ; and the number of inhabi-
tants amounted to no lefs than one hundred
and fifty thoufand, beirg upwards of five
hundred to every fquare mile.

To enable the land to continue the boun-
tiful produce it now afforded required much
labour, and a great @and expenfive fupply of
manure, therefore as new colonies were fettled,
and new land brought into cultivation, which
was capable of yleldmg equal returns with
lefs laboux and lefs of artificial fupply, it be-
came an obje& to individuals to emigrate from
the neighbouring ifland of Barbadoes, and
engage in the culture of the more recent, and
lefs exhaufted fettlements; and, thus, with the
population, the commerce, which before had
been confined to the partnt ifland, was
neceflarily diverted into new and varipus
channels. '

~ At this day the Dutch colr;mes of Gui-
ana, and the captured ifland of. Martquue are
a continual dram upon the population of
Barbadoes. But notwuhﬁandmg.lts decline
from what it once was, it #s ftill the moft po-
pulous, and one of the moft*important of our
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Weft India pofleflions. ~From fituation, and
from its fine bay for fhipping, even indepen-.
dent of its produce, it muft ever be valuable
to us, and indeed may be confidered as thekey
of the Weft Indies. Some of the Creoles of
the ifland, not barely fenfible of this, commit
the excefs of attaching to it a degree. of im-
portance beyond even England itfelf.—* What
would poor old England do, fay they,  were
Barbadoes to forfake ber #” ‘This adage you
- will believe exprefles only ‘the veneration of
the illitefate ; ; but you will admit that it
arifes from a very natural feeling : for thofe
who have feen but one {pot readily fancy that
to be of the firft importance ! And there are
multitudes in Barbadoes who never faw any
other {oil, and who, no doubt, from the fame
laudable fentiménf, which’ we fo homor in
Britons, regard their native ifle as pref eminenk
above all others,

Barbadoes contains a numerous clafs of
inhabitants, between the great planters, and the
people of colour, a circumftance which forms
a ftriking difference between this ifland and
the more recent colonies: Of thefe, many are

“defcended from the original fettlers, and have
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no -precife knowledge of the period when
their anceftors firft arrived. Through feveral
generations they have been born, and have
conftantly lived upon the ifland. They re-
gard it as their native, and only abode, and
do not, like their more wealthy neighbours,
look to England as another and asbetter home.
Of fome of thefe QJd families I may, perhaps,
fpeak more particularly in atiother letter.

If in point of produce Batbadoes now
ytelds to other fettlements—if it§ population
and commerce - havé decreafed—if its thick,
woods have fallen before the rueful axe—and
if its mountains are lefs afpiring than the
towering fummits of fome of the neighbouring
iflands ; ftill its trade and produce continue to
be important ; its population great; and the
piturefque fcenery of its furface, perhaps;
unrivalled. Nor are thefe its oniy advantages ;
for, in confequence of being more cleared, and
more generally cultivated, than the other
iflands, its temperature is more equable, and
its air more falubrious. Damp woods. do
not interrupt, npr ftagnant morafles em-
poifon the breeze. Evesy part is expofed to
.the full perflation «of the trade-wind ; by the_
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coolnefs and falubrity of which, this is ren-
dered the moft healthful of the iflands ; info-
much that it is common, in ficknefs, to maike
a voyage from the other colonies to Barbadoes,
as the Montpelier of the Weft Indies. Being
fituated to windward of the other -iflands,
it receives tlre uninterrupted breeze, brought
to it in-all its purlty immediately from a
wide extent of ocean, unimpregnated by the
feptxc exhalations of ftagnant waters; or pol-
luted foils.—Its temperature has been far lefs
inconvenient than we had expe@ed. We
have felt but little oppreilion from heat ; and
have continued our habits of exercife without
interruption. In the harbour, and placed in
the fhade, the thermometer has feldom been
higher than 83, and at no time has exceeded
86 degrees. b
Yet blefled as the ifland is in-its exemp-

tion from exceffive heat, from noxious miaf-,

mata, and from great and general ficknefs, it

“has its peculiar ills; being vifited with an
endemial affliGtion, fo much its own as to

have obtained the appellatiqn of the Barbadoes

difeafe. It appears in form of the elephanti-

_afis, or what is here termed the * glandular
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difeafe,”—and is a moft unﬁghtly and dif-
tre{sful ‘malady.

Bridge-town is the capital of the,ifland,

and is fituated on the S. W. Bank of Carlifle,
bay, which is one of the fineft harbours, for
thipping, in the Wefl Indies ; but is not con-
fidered to be facure during the hurricane
feafon.” It derives its name from the circum-
ftance of a royal grant of the ifland "having
formerly been made to the E4rl of Carlifle.
The other towns are Speights-town, Auftin-
town, and Hole-town, all of which are much
inferior to Bridge-town. '
Both the fcenery and the population of the
ifland are more indebted to the ‘number and
variety of manfions, cottag®s, and huts, thickly
fpotted over its furface, than to its towns;
which, as is too commonly the cafe in all coun-
tries, are built with lefs regard to general ap-
pearance, and the health of the inhabitants,
than to the conyenience of trade, and the profit
of individuals.

On all quarters of the ifland are feen
numbers of wind#mills, ftore-houfes, and otheg*®
VOL.II. G
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buildings for fugar, coffee, and cotton, houfes
of planters, the fmaller dwellings of cottagers,
and the huts of rtegroes, all of which improve
the fcenery, while they convey the idea of
extenfive populaticn, and delight the mind
with i images of rural enjoyment, and of gene-
rally diffufed comfort and trinquillity. “The
numerous buiildings, together with their pro-
teCting fhades about them—the luxuriant
tropical vegetation—the- conftant verdure of
the fields—the evergreen foliage of the trees—
the broken -irregular hills, lofty mountairs,
and cultivated rich-yielding plains—all fur-
rounded with extenfive views of thipping, and
‘the open fea,, create an effe® more varied and
interefting, than is often to be met with, and
contribute 1o rendar Barbadoes a moft plea-
fant and piGurefque ifland : and from this,
added to the examples I have given you of the
hofpitality, and friendly urbanity of its in-
‘habitants, you will difcover how highly it is*
calculated to call forth the attention, intereft
e feelings, and fecure the attachment of
thafe who vifit it

_ In fpeaking to you of the fituation of
JBarbadges, it occurs to me to notice the confu-
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fion which has arifen in the minds of indivi-
duals, from the term commonly employed to ;
diftinguifh the two grand divifions of our ex-
pedition. To difcriminate what is literally
the windward army from ghat intended for St.*
Domingoswe hear it denominated the  Lee-
ward-I{land” divifion, than which it had been
difficult to have*foupd a 'term more pointed-
ly incorre&. If the diftin&tion be intended
with regard to the courfe of the¢ trade wind, it
fhould have been diretly the reyerfe, for the
iflands, occupied by.the troops of what is called
the ¢ Leeward-Ifland” armament, happen with
refpe& to St. Domingo to be every one very
far to windward ! 1f the term regard only
the common nautical divifion of the Cha-
ribbee iflands themfelves, it is ftill inappro-
priate, for the windw2td, no lefs than the
leeward of thefe iflands, are poﬂe[red by
what is termed the lce'ward army. - .

Aoy perfon_confulting a map of the
Weft Indies muft- difeover St. Domingo to be
among the moft léeward of the iflands, and
would neceffarily "be led to contlude that the:
Lce'ward-[/laud divifi on, was the St. Domingo,
divifion, s. e. that they were {ynonymous, for

G 2
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no one could imagine that the troops occupy-
ing Barbadoes, and the more immediately
neighbouring iflands, could belong to an ar-
my defignated “ Leeward,” in contradiftinc-
tion to the army of St. Domingo. Perhaps
the terms Charibbee Ifland diwifion, . and

St. Domingo divifion had been more accu-
rate.

Led by this circumflance .we have taken
fome pains tp inform ourfelves, which are the
iflandsknownunder the tgrm “Leeward,” ag-
ing t6 the common acceptation : but we find
this to be a queftion of difficult folution3 al-
moft every one dividing them differently !
Scarcely any two perfons, from whom we
have fought intelligence, have given the fame
‘reply' ; nor does it feein to be accurately known
where the'line fhould be drawn. Some re-
gard the diftinGion as refpe@ing only the di-
re&tion of the trade wind : fome derive it frone
the courfe taken by the fhips from Spain to
Carthagena ; and others, from various other
fources and circumftances ; yer all agree that
Barbadoes is‘the moft to windward ; and all
allow that the Charibbee iflands are lefs to
leeward than St. Domingo.’
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But to return ,to my notes concerning
Barbadoes ! I have before remarked to you the
principal variations of its foil :—near Bridge-
town it is of rich black earth, moftly fpread on
a bafe of calcareous rock, formed of madripores, ,
and other marine concretions : in fome dif-
trits it is of a red earth, of greater. depth, but
lefs rich : in othars the foil is of a light whit-
ith earth, broken into a grey-looking mould,
or hardened into lumps refembling chalk—but
aCually conﬁfhng of indurated ‘argille, bleach-
e.d by expofure to the weather. )

From this variety in the foil, together
with that which attaches to fituation, as being
flat, or mountainous,—protected, or expofed,
it will neceflarily happen, that the produce
will differ in different pgtts of the ifland: and
as the whole has been long under cultivationy
it is manifeft that if a fupply of manure, pro-
portionate to the crops obtained, cannot be
procured, a degree of exhau(’uon, bearing a cer-
tain ratio to the deficiency, muft refult.

It is eﬂ:a.bliihed, from the,mode of agri-
culture adopted in fome counties of England,
- that, by an adequate fupply of manure, langd
¢ 3
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yibe continued in a conftant round of cul-
tivation, yielding as prolific crops as upon its
«arlieft culture ; and this is now found to be
no lefs certain, than that if the land be fubject-
«ed to continued tillage, without fuch fupply,
“{t will be fo exhaufted, in the courfe of a few
years, as not to give fufficient produce to com-
penfate the labour “and expence of cultiva-
tion.

The fame falts equally appTy to Bar-
badoes, where, if the artificial fupply be not
commenfurate with the produce removed from
the land, a gradual diminution of the crops
will fucceed, or, in order to have thefe in their
ufual abundance, the acres in cultivation muift
be reduced to fuch a number as the ifland (hall
be capable of furnithing with anadequate quan-
tity of manure; and we accordingly find that
great herds of afmall fpecies of cattle, moftly
fteers, are kept uponthe plantations, forthe pur- -
pofe of fupplying this indifpenfable addition to
“the foil. Thefe are employed inftead of horfes
in the heavy labour of the eftate, and we often
fee from twelwe to twenty-four of them yoked
in'a waggon, drawing' a fingle hogfhead -of
Legar, or fome other fmall Ibad, fuch as in



87

" London would bé conygyed with facility by
two horfes in a cart.

At night the cattle are penned upon a bed
of trafh, colle@ed from the refufe of theé canes
and other wafte materials of the eftate, by’
treading upon which, and mixieg it with their
own dung, they, trample the whole into an
ufeful ompott for the fields.

It neceflatily follows from fuch numbers
of thefe cattle being required, "for the purpofe
Jf manuring the land, that a greater fupply of .
beef and veal is raifed for the markets, and that
freth provifions are more plentiful than in moft
of the other colonies. Of the cuftom of buy-
ing the veal in live quarters for the pot I
have already fpokeﬁ—ind I may now remark
that the beef is too commonly killed very
young—forming neither heef nor veal, but a
fomething of flavor and appearance between
the two, _

The feafons here are not divided into-
winter and fumgper, but into wet and dry:
yet are they, by no means, what many from
thefe terms would believe, who might imagine

G 4



§8

that half the year is drowned with inceflant
rain, and the other half parched with conftant
drought. Sucha conftru&ion of the terms zwez
feafon,.and dry feafon, though not unfrequent,
Js far from corre@, and leads to a very inaccu-
rate idea of the climate; for, although it has
been the dry feafon, during the whole time we
have been at Barbadoes, we have fcarcely had
two fucceflive days without refrething rain :
although the fhowers are not fo heavy at
this period as at,. that of their greater frequen-
cy, termed the wet feafon, when the torrent
which falls might often convey the idea of a
fudden rupture of the clouds, letting forth
their waters in_ffreams to the earth.

The quick evaporation which fucceeds
to rain in thefe climates creates a moft agree-
able and refrething coolnefs. The extreme
ardor of the fun’s rays is alfo counteracted by
the-ever-grateful breeze, which fets in from the
fea about eight or nine o’clock in the morning,

“and continues throughout the day, ceafing only
as the fun forfakes us at evening ; when we
are again deferded from oppreflive languor by
a breeze fpringing up ‘from the land. This
Jots in as the -fca-breeze fiibfides, and di-



89 -

verging, as it were from a central point, is
felt on all quarters of the ifland.

Without thefe beneficent provifions of
nature no tropical climate could have been
habitable : nor does that great parent in any
thing, more admirably difplay her guardian
care, nor more frikingly exhibit the uni-
verfal confiftency, or the happy order and
arrangement of her works. The intenfe heat
between the tropxcs muft have been deftruc-
tive to animal life, had not an antidote been
offered in the refrefhing trades ; which, form-
ing the fuite of a burning fun, moderate the
effects of his too effulgent rays. '

‘The day is nearly of equal length through-
out the whole circle of the year. We have
none of the fhort dark days of an Englith
winter, nor of the ftill {horter light nights of
a Scottifh fummer. Nights of one or two
hours, and days of fix or feven are here
equally unknown : until nearly the hour of
fix fair Aurora opens not her gates to fpread
around her eaftern beams, and folemn Vefper,
with little variation throughout the year,
clofes the fpangled brightnefs, of the weft.
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about the hour of feven. 'Evening is fcarcely

. known. The fun traverfing his vertical
courfe finks at once from the horizon, and,
refufing his oblique beams to protrac or foften
the decline of day, robs us of the gentle cre-
pufcule hour, and fuddenly throws around all
the obfcurity of night.

This uniformity of the diurnal round
fcarcely exceeds that of the general tempera-
ture of the cﬁmate, which brings us one per-
petual fummer. The fields and the trees are
always green. Live nature ever {miles. Un-
interrupted by the torpor of winter fhe is
neither chilled with froft, nor buried in fnow.
But, for thefe advantages, we forego the
fprightly delight, and genial comfort of a fum-
mer’s evening, the albanimating pleafures of a
returning fpring, and the foft and placid joysof
gentle twilight’s hour. Xlad I time for fuch
.difcuflions, I might here enter into a long di-
greflion upon the comparative excellence of the
climate we have left, and that we now in-
habit: yet fhould I yield the palm to my
native iflandy for of all the delights of climate
in other countries, hbwever great or durable,
A krow none that*can ftand in. competition
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with the {weet and animated foftnefs of Eng-
land’s {pring. :

Of this foul-enchanting feafon the ef-
fe@t, no doubt, is much heightened by its
periodical return ; énd‘ from its fucceeding to
the chilling blafts, and all the long and dreary
fufpenfign occafioned by winter. It is in fa&
the refufcitation of nature, and is calculated
univerfally to g¢nliven,~~while it forms the
high repaft of feeling and <ontemplative
minds. . )

What combination—what fcenery can:
man contemplate capable of, affording the
tender delight felt in a folitary ramble, acrofs
the rich and neat enclofures of Engiand, at
the happy period,- when- nature, ‘reanimated
by the genial orb of May, difplays, in gentle
mildnefs, all her lovelieft form, and regales
every fenfe with her fofteft banquets! Per-
haps no fcene is known fo fweetly grateful —
none that fo calms the bofom with foft feel-
ings of peace and comfort, or that minifters
fuch copious ftreams of genuine delight. All
around unites in fweefeft harmony. The
eye, the olfalories, the ear, the very fenfes-
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of feeling, and of tafte—all are gratifed.
The fields, {pread with green-fhooting herb-
age, appear enchantingly variegated with the
cowllip, the yellow crocus, and the daify.
While the fleecy herd patiently crop the fuc-
culent plant, the }L'oung lambs are’ feen {kip-
ping, innocent and playful, at the fides of
their dams., The hedges. protrude the ver-
dant bud and fwelling bloffom to drefs their
chilly nakednefs, and the trees, cafting off the
dull coat of Wwinter, afflume the foft livery of
the feafon. ~ The fragrant odours of the ap-
ple bloffom, the hawthorn, and the violet
are exhaled around—the blackbird, the thrufh,
and the nightingale, warbling foft carols
amidft the budding ‘ bufhes, enchant the
ear. The very organs of tafte are regaled
with fre(hnefs fromi the mild falubrious breeze ;
and to the whole frame a genial feeling is
imparted by the foftering rays of a tempe-
sate and cheerijng fun.

In mental retrofpect do I oft-times con~
template a fcene which every Englithman of
feeling muft have frequently enjoyed. Taking
him from the bufy ‘eum of the world, my

»fancy leads the lover of nature into the en-
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clofed fields of England, in one of the mild
mornings of May, and feating him under a
green-budding hedge, upon a mofly and fun-
warmed bank, furrounded with violets, bids
him look down the floping mead to the
crooked brook which winds in gentle current
along the bottom, and there® behold the
thick wood of the oppofite bank, refleCting
the dark femblance of its branches in the
ftream, and burfting forth its. prote&ing fo-
liage to conceal the harmonic fohgﬁers of the
feafon. It alfo dire&s his eye fo the green
carpet of fhooting herbage, enriched with the
tender cow{lip and the humble daify, and in«
vites his regard to the playful innocence of
the young lambkins fkipping before him.
To his ear it conveys grateful melody in the
bleating of diftant herdsy the lively whiftling
of contented hinds ; or the happy milk maid’s
fimple fong:— even the loud cawing of the
rooks perched on the lofty elms, the foft note
of the innocent robin hopping under the
hedge, and the very chirpings of the  merry
fparrow. excite congenial feelings, and im-
prove the general. harinony—while the bright
fun, occafionally obfcured by fleeting clouds,
exhibits the varied mterchangs:s of light and ;
- I0
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fhade, and gives a higher intereft to. all
around. Having thus placed him, appealing
fancy earneftly demands if any thing in the
eternal fummer of other regions can equal the
foft delight—the genial harmony of foul and
fentiment infpired by this tender vernal fcene ?

<
@

Some fair friends of surs would place at
his fide the miftrefs of his heart, and thus
give perfetion to his happinefs, as Buffon
‘perfe&ts the éxiftence of his infant of matu-
rity. But excufe me, ye fair, thould I hazard
the fuggeftion whether to be left alone, to
think and wifh towards her, might in fuch a
fituation be lefs foul-delighting ; for anticipas
tion is faid to {weeten our higheft joys, and,
perhaps, it were the very life and eflence of
fuch-like moments te feel the sender privation
of having yet a fomething towifh, and to hope.
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Regularity obferved at Barbadoes in- regard to vifing and going
to refl. Land and fea brecze.  Diet and mode of ferving
the table.  Planters and merchaMs fometimes grow fat :
clerks, book-keepers, ¢, wery thin. Condtmmt.r much ufed.
Plerdy deemed a greater excellence than del:carygf affortrizent
at a Borbadses feaft. oA Vefk. India dinney. Englifb babit
of driving ladies from the dinner table praé? ifed alfo at
Barbadoes. Bad arrangement of dinner parties, Atiend-
ants of the table nugserous.  Odour of the Neg roes offenfive.
Stock and provifions abundant at Barbadges. Perfonal clithe
ing of the inbabitants—Bed clothing. LaAguid pronuncia-
fon of Barbadoes Creoles® Concerning the [late of the flaves.
Old and decrepit Negroes allowed to beg, and to lie about the

Sreets.  Firft example of flaves feen by the author and bis
comrades. The Negroes of the poorer owners diftin-
guifbed from thofe of the more opulent. Clothing of flaves.
Conflruétion of their dwellings. Negroes chilly, and hover
round a fire in the evening ;—are fond of fincking tobacco.
Food iffsed to the flaves. Pepper®pot. Hours of tsil. De-
Jiciency of moral principle among flaves.

April 8.,
'Tur uniform returns of day and night in
this climate appear to induce’ a regularity of
habit in the heurs of rifing, and going to
reft. It is common to leave the pillow at fix
in the mornmg, and few perfons remain out
of bed after olewst at mght. The cooleft

4
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and moft pleafant part of the day is from fix
' to about half-paft feven o’clock in the morn-
ning : about eight an oppreflive clofenefs is
often, experienced, arifing from the decline of
the land breeze, before that from the fea has
become fuﬂicnently ftrong to diffufe its influ-
ence. A fimilar period, likewife, occurs at
evening, between the abatement of the fea
breeze and the fetting in of the breeze from
the land. Some days the clofenefs of thefe
hours is fo ﬂight, as to be fcarcely perceptible,
but commonly they are by far the moft op-
preflive of the twenty-four, |

Refpe&ting the mode of living it may be
remarked that in all countries faid to be civi-
lized, and among all people calling themfelves
cultivated, too much.of time and attention are
devoted to the bufinefs of eating and drinking.
Perhaps the majority of difeafes in focial life
may be traced to this fource. ~ Were it poffi-
ble to convey, in a fingle fentence, the fright-
ful train of ills, the melancholy interruptions
of health, and the immenfe confumption of
time, thus produced, men would "be-fhocked
to read it! They would be terrified to behold
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the magnitude of an abufe, td which, utiheeds
ing,” they had fo long: been devotedf ‘This
rematk but too corre@ly applies‘to thé ifland -
from whence I am addreffing you, and twhere,
from the degree of indolence induced "bye
tropical heat, the ingefta taken to excefs may
be expected in a peculiar degree to opprefs the
human frame. °* . —

"The people of Barbadoes are much ads
di@ed to the pleafures of the table.- ‘We have
fometimes thought that, ineating, they might
pyt to the bluth even the turtle’ countenances
of our London fat citizens, .

The breakfaft ufually confifts of tea and
coffee, or chocolate, with eggs,' ham, tongue,
or other cold meat. Bread is feldom ufed,
‘but fubftitutes are found in roafted yams or
eddoes, both of which a good deal refemble
roafted potatoes, - They ares nfed hot, and
eaten with butter, which is fometimes made.
in the country, but more frequently barrelled
and brought from Ireland ; that made in the
ifland being of cream-like foftnefs, and not
always of -good ﬁavor. In the courfe of the

forenoon are ufed fruxts, or -findwiches, witl"
YOL, IL H
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free libations of punch and fangaree. Im-
mediately preceding dinner, which is ufually
at an early hour, are taken punch and man-
dram. Thedinner, for the moft part, is pro-
fufe, and many hours are commonly pafled at
table in full and bufy occupation.

After a more than plesitiful confumption
of food, a free indulgence in fruit, and a
bounteous fupply of wine ard other good
liquors, to crown the repaft, the appetite and
thirft are further provoked by a difh of fprats,
or other broiled fith, and a large bowl of milk
punch. Tea and coffee are next ferved—
and laftly comes the fupper, which forms no
trifling meal. After this the bottle, the glafs,
and the punch-bowl know no reft, until the
filent hour when Morphem, with rival powers,
dethrones the Bacchanalian god.

From the nature of the climate we hade
expefled to have found the inhabitants men
of meager figure, half diffolved in perfpiration,
and exhaufted almoft to thadowe : nor, indeed,
are fuch ﬁgux‘es rare, but they are to be found,
moftly, among the clerks, the book-keepers,
and thofe ordéra of white people below the
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managers~—thofe who are employed in adtive
and bufy occupation, and have but little time
to devote to indolence and the luxuries of the
table. Among the therchants and planters
are many of as fat and pertly figure as well.
fed aldermen; to whom, indged, they ate
fcarcely fecond in Epicurean devotion.

We obferve thatcondiments are ufed very
generally, and *in great quantity, . A&ing as
ftimulants they appear to have «the effe@® of
caufing the relaxed+and enfeebled ftomach o
receive and to digeft more than it would,
otherwife, require—more, indeed, than it
would, otherwife, take. The various fpecies
of red pepper, known in England udder the
common term Cuayenne, “arg ufed in quantities
that would feem incredible to people of colder
climates. .

A’ mixture of food is often taken, of a
nature fcatcely lefs heterogendous than is
commonly confimed at the varied feaft of a
French appetitt; and with this melange of
folids, are ufed ‘wine, punch, porter, cyder,
noyeau, and other good liquors in free liba-
tidn—yet are there fpecitheng of health and,

H2
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vigour, amidft all thefe indulgences, which
might ftagger the do@rines of the advocates
of abftemioufnefs,

. In the order ef the feaft plenty more pre-
vails than elegance. The loaded board groans,
nay almoft finks beneath the weight of hof-
pitality. That delicacy of arrangement now
fludied in England, under the term ceconomy
of the table, is here  deemed a lefs perfeGtion
than a fubftantial plenty. Liberality is more
efteenied than ,delicacy in the fupply; and
folids are, fometimes, heaped upon the table
in a crowded. abundance that might make a
London fine lady faint.

. 'The -repaft not' unfrequently confifis of

. different kinds of fifh—a variety of. foups—a
young kid—a whole lamb, or half a theep—
feveral difhes of beef, or mutton—a turkey—
a large ham—$uinea fowls—and a pigeon pice;
with various kinds of puddings; a profufion
of vegetables; and multitudes of fweets. I
was lately one of a fmall paxty, where, pre-
cifely, this dinner was ferved, and where the
balf of a fheep, klckmg its legs almoft in the
face of the mafter of the houfe, adorned the
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bottom of the table—forming the moft un-
feemly difh I ever beheld.

) Perhaps we may find it to be common to
the Weft Indies, but, hitherto, it has appeared »
to us peculiar to Barbadoes—to put on table
three or four large fubftantial puddings of dif-
ferent kinds, and four or five difhes of the
fame fort of meat, differently dreffed. Unac-
cuftomed to this, an Englith eye, on looking
into the dining room, is furprized at the con-
tinuation of mutton, mutton, mutton, pudding,
puddmg, pudding, from one end of the table.
to the other, and which the crowd of other
good things feems to render unneceflary.

The generous board is often fupplied
wholly from the produce ‘of the eftate, and on
the occafion of giving an entertainment it is
not unufual to kill an ox, a theep, or, literally,
the fatted calf : hence it oceurs that various
difhes of the fame kind of food, under diffe~
rent forms, {ometimes make up the principal
part of the dinner, and, thus, it becomes ex-
. plained why we fometimes fee*upon table, at
the fame time, roafted nutton, mutton ragout,

H3
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boiled mutton, mutton chops, and a mutton
‘pie. The puddings moftly ufed are of citron,
coco-nut, yam, lemon, and cuftard, and do
great'credit‘ to the Barbadoes cookery-book.
The defert is not' lefs plenteous than the
dinner, confifting of a variety of fruits, and
preferves, ferved in crowded fupply. The
bottle and glafs pafs freely, and the fluids
are in full proportion to the folids of the feaft.
_ 'The liquors moft in ufe are Madeira
and claret wines, punch, fangaree, porter, and
cyder. Punch and fangaree "are commonly
taken as the diluents of the morning. The
latter forms a moft delightful drink. A glafs
of it, taken when parching with thirft, from -
heat and fatigue, may be ranked among the
higheft gratifications of our nature! At fuch
a moment, a draught of fangaree approaches
nearer, perhaps, to god-like ne&ar, than any
other known liqaor.” It confifts of half Ma-,
deira wine and half water, acidulated with
the fragrant lime, fweetened with fugar, and
flavored with nutmeg. A ftronger fort of it
is fometimes drank under the fuperlative name
of fangrorum ‘'This differs from thé former,
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only in containing a greater proportion of
wine. .

The too prevalent Englith cuftgm of
Jending away the ladies, or, according to the, -
politer term, of the ladies retiring after dinner,
for the gentlemen #o enjoy their bottle, prevails
alfo at Barbadoes; and, we have thought, -
even to a greater extreme than jn "England.
They leave us very foon’ after dinner, and,
often, we fec no more of .them during the
evemng Frequently tbey do riot, even, join
us before dinner ; but we find them all affem-
bled, at the head of the table, when we enter
the dining room; and, even there, we have
little of their company, for the party is often-
fo badly arranged, that we have fcarcely more
of the fociety of the ladied, and the people of
the ifland, than if we had remaind on board
thip. Inftead of the different perfons being,
pleafantly, intermixed, it is tqQ common to fee
the ladies grouped together in a crowd ‘at the
upper end of the table—the officers and ftran-
gers, juft arriyed from Europe; placed at one
fide,~and the gentlemen of the ifland, who
are mutual and familiar acquaintances, at the
other fide—implying that it.is .confidered a
. H 4
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“rule of politenefs to place each perfon neareft
to thofe with whom he is beft acquainted.
But this arrangement confines the converfa-
tion of each perfon, too much, to thofe with
whom he is in the daily habit of affociating.
'To me, it, is always a difappointment, for I
can converfe ‘with my comrades in my nfual
round, when ftrangers are not nigh ; but, when
thrown into fociety, in a foreign country, I
always feel a defire for the converfation of the
people refiding therein, expeing to obtain
information from them, both of the country
itfelf, and of the manners and cuftoms of its
inhabitants,

The attendants at the dinner table are
very numerous. In addition to thofe of the
family, almoft evety gentleman has his own
flave; and, thus, it often happens that the
raom is quite crowded with fable domeftics,
whofe furfaces emit an odour not lefs favory
than the richeft dithes of the board, How
long it may be before our olfaaries become
recanciled to this high- feafonmg of a Weft
India feaft I ¢cannot con_]e&ure ; but, at pre-
fent, we find it extremely offenfive.  Poor
‘Mafier is particularly anonoyed by it, and
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always takes careto obtain a feat as much #o

windward as poflible. Cleghorn and myfelf
fuffer no lefs from a.moft filthy cuftom of the .
negroes—of taking a plate from the fide-}oard,

before it is wanted, and ftanding with it under -, -
the arm, ready to give it the moment a change
is required. On account of this dirty habit,
we are obliged to attend with ‘eagle watchful-
nefs to avoid receiving as a clean one, a plate
which a flave has been holding for fome time
elofely prefled “to, certainly, not the {weeteft
part of his naked {kin, .

In its fupply of freth provifions, particu-
larly what is here termed fock, fuch as poultry
and the like, Barbadoes exhibits a degree of
plenty unknown in the neighbouring iflands.
This would feem to be th8 happy effe& of al-
lowing the flaves to raife poultry for fale;
together with there being a number of fmall
{ettlers, diftributed .about. thg country, who
find their fupport chiefly in breeding ftock for
the markets. Poultry has: been our principal
food. Tuxkles, guinea fowls, and chickens,
we have had in great abundance. . When we
arrived, in the month of February, they
were fold in the public marker at lictle®
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more than a bit (about §3d.) per pound, but
fromthe increafed demand confequentupon the
arrival of fo many troops, and fuch crowds of
thipping, the price is now raifed to nearly dou-
ble. The Mofcovyducks are alfo bred in great
numbers upon the 1fland, and are fo large as to
appear like geefe, when drefled ‘for the table.’
Next to poultry they have.veal and pork in
the greateft plenty. In Bridge-town they have
allo a fith-market, which at times is" well fup-
plied, but not fo regularly, as, from the infular
fituation of the ‘country, might be expeéted.

Of the immenfe quantity of poultry raif~
ed on this little ifland, you will form fome
idea, when ' I tell you that not’ only the fhips
of wir, and ‘the tranfports, but moft of the
Weft India trading ‘thips, recruit their ftock at
Barbadoes ; and that in addition to this con-
ftant and extenfive drain it furnifhes occafional
fupplies to the pther iflands. Since we have
been in Carlifle bay, we have fe¢n, at various
times, great quantities of ftock fhipped for the.
Ifland of Martinique, L

In point of clothing the people of Barba-
does deviate lefs from the habits of England
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than the difference of climate would feem .to
warrant. Their drefs refembles that worn in
our more northern latitude, being for the moft
part a cloth coatr, with white cotton waift-
coat, and nankeen pantfloons. In fome in-
ftances people of very adtive employment, or
thofeswho are much expofed in tHe fields, have
the whole fuit mad¢ of nankeen. Their night
clothing feems more appropriate to the great-
er heat of- climate than*the" apparel of the
day. Itis common to fleep on 3 hard mattrefs
in a long cotton fhirt, without any’other cover-.
ing:, except in the cooleft feafon, when they
‘make the {light addition of afimple cottontheet.

One of the moft prominent chara&erif-
tics of the ifland is the tedious languor in
which the people of Barbadoes pronounce
their words. Nothing perhaps is more annoy-
ing to ftrangers. To convey to you, by the,
pen, any idea of their manner.,of fpeaking is
utterly impoffible :—to'be comprehended, it
muft be heard., The languid fyllablés are
drawled out as if it were a great fatigue to ut-
ter them ; and the tortured ear 6f.an European
grows irritable and impatient in waiting for
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the end of a word, or a fentence. “ How yoz
do to da—ay,” fpoken by a Barbadian creole,
confumes nearly as much time as might fuf-
fice for all the compliments of the morning !
noris this wearifome pronunciation confined
to the people of cdlour only. It occurs, like-
wife, among.the whites, particularly thofe who
have not. vifited Europe, or refided for fome
time away from the ifland. In the fame
lengthened accent do the lower orders of
Barbadians, in unreftrained impetuous rage,
pour forth wollies of uncommonly dreadful
oaths, which, in their horrible combinatibns
and epithets, form imprecations fo ftrikingly
"impious, as to entitle them to the merit of
peculiarity.

.In manner, dlfo, and in movement, as
well as in fpeech, a degree of indolence and
inaction prevails, beyond what mightbe expe&-
ed, merely from heat of climate, and which
has.in it a Iomethmg extremely annoying to
Europeans.

The ftate of the negroés in Barbadoes
varies, as the ftate of, flaves muft ever do, ac-
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cording to the difpofition- and circumftances
of the mafter. Under fuch benevolent and -
humane characters as Mr. Waith, and many
others whom we have vifited, they may.juftly
feel themfelves a favored race, for their fitua- »
tion might be envied by the poor of nations,
where freedom is better known ! But under
fevere and cruel mafters it becomes a ftate of
ceafelefs vexation, and mifery.

On the very xmportant quefh,on of general
flavery I do not feel that my experience, hi-
therto, in the Weft Indxes either warrants me
to fpeak with confidence, or enables me tojudge
with accuracy. ButI will take care to note for
you fuch fa@s as, from time to time, {hall occur
to my obfervation, and may fome day, perhaps,

obey your commands, by giving you the re-
fleCtions they create in a'feparate letter;

Very much to the difcradit of Barbadoes
numbers of old, difeafed, decrepit ncgroes, at
once, objeés of compaffion, and of horror, are
feen lying at the corners, or begging about the
ftreets. This, like the toleration of the fwarms
- of mendicants in Enghand, is an evil, and a
nuifance, for which there isnoexcufe. “If thefc
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poor unfortunate rfegroes are free, they fhould
be relieved by a general fax upon the ifland :
if flaves, the law fhould compel every mafter
to provide for his own. Should the laws of
humanity be infufficient, and thofe of juftice
inadequate, a law of coercion fhould conftrain
the unfeeling.owqer to prote& and cherifh the
being, whofe youth and vigour have been ex-
pended for his benefit ; and who, having worn
out his days, in the heavy toils of bondage,
is grown aged ‘and infirm !

‘What can be fo unworthy ! whatfo culpa-
ble or difgraceful, as the cruel inhumanity and
fordid injyftice, which render a mafter capable of
negle@ing in old age, the flave from, whom he
has ¢xacted all the Jabour of youth, and all the
vigour of manhood ! .Perhaps nothing pour-
trays in more melancholy demonftration, the
poffible depravity of the human heart ! No
longer able to' eferthimfelf to his owner’s pro-
fit, the aged flave enfeebled by years, and ex-
haufted by tqil, is left to beg his yam from door
to door !——abaridoned by his cvuel mafter he
is a penﬁoner upon promifcuous charity,

.or is allowed to fall a‘prey to difeafe, and to
want !
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Without fome comhpulfory law the flaves
of the avaricious and of the lower orders, who
are, themfelves, fcarcely removed from indi-
gence, muft ever be fubject to this hard’lot of
negle& and cruelty. K

*The firft fpecimen we faw of Weft India
negroes—the firft €&xample of flaves was fingu-
larly calculated to. imprefs us with fentiments '
of compaffion and difguft. It occurred at the
very moment too when the im'pyeflion would
be, moft powerful, and confequently will ever
remain indelible. Immediately on our coming
to anchor in Carlifle bay, a woman appeared
alongfide the fhip in a fmall boat with fome bad
fruit, tobgcco, falt fith, and other arti¢les of
traffic. She was rowed by,two negroes, who,
we learned, were her flaves. Two fuch obje@s
of human form and human mifery had never
before met our eyes !- They-were feeble, mea-
ger, and deje@ed—half-ftarved, and -half-
naked ; and, in figure, too accurately refembling
hungry and diftempered grey-hounds!” They
crouched upore their heels and haunches in the
boat—their naked bones almoft pierced their
filthy and eruptive {kins’—their wafted frames
trembled with' debility—and while their hol,

10
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low eyes and famifhed countenances rendered
them ghaftly images of horror, their whole
appearance fhocked humanity, and appalled the
fightd~—-—Are thefe, we exclaimed, what are
called flaves ? Is this the ftate to which hu.
:man beings arereduced inbondage !—Afflicting
and cruel indeed ! Well may flavery be deemed
a curfe! Canp it be poffiblecthat thefe fpeéires
once were men ! Are fuch the objeéts we are to
fee—are thefe the wretched ,and deplorable
beings who are to appear every day,and every
hour . before’ our eyes ? Forbid it humanity :
forbid it heaven!—Such was the apoftrophe
of the moment,and I feel a fincere gratifica~
tion in being able to inform you that the me-
lancholy fubje@s of this firft, impreflion were
not corre&t fpec1mens of the general mafs of
flaves. Still is it grievous that any fuch ex-
amples fhould be feen, but we hope to find
them only rare inftances, for we learn that the
large gangs of negroes kept by the great.
_merchants, and the planters, are generally
treated with kmdnefs and hq,mamty, and ap-
pear co‘ntented and in: comfort‘

But it is eafy to diftinguith the flaves of
‘the opulent and refpeGable inhabitants from
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thofe of thé poor arid needy people of the
town. The latter, beingin poverty themi-
{elves, can only give to their negroes a {canty
allowance of food; while their indigerice ine
duces th¢m to exa& an pver-proportion of
labour. Hence the flaves of this clafs of peow
ple appear too often with fharp bones and
hungry flavid coutfteninces, having eruptions
about the body, and their {kins of an unheil-
thy obfufcate hue, Their gereral appearance
indeed is dirty and uawholefome, and ftrik-
ingly marks their neglected ftate. Want and
wretchednefs are deeply ftamped in every line
of their petfons—and they may notinaptly be
faid to refemble the wotn-out horfe, or the
ftarved and jaded afs, too often feen trembling
under a heavy burden—ot, reeling in an old
tattered cart upon the roads of England.

It is riot the praice to load the flaves
with fupetfluity of clothing.——A fhirt, and
a pair of breeches, or only the latter, for the
men ; and a fingle petticoat for the women,
éonftitute the whole apparel.—Bedding and
bed-clothes fihd no place in their lift of ne-
ceffaries : they uffally fléep on a hard plank,
in the clothing of the day. Kepofe is both,

YOL. IX
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enfured and {weetened to them by labour—
and the head needs no pillow but the arm.
Some who, by means of induftry and cccono-
my, are more advanced in their little com-
forts, procure a kind of matting, a paillaffe
of plantain leaves, or fome other fpecies of
bedding, to defend them from the rough
plank ; but this is an indufgence felf-attained,
not a neceflary provided by the mafter. The
architeGure of their little huts is as rude as
it is fimple. A roof of plantain leaves, with
a few rough boards, nailgd to the coarfe pil-
lars which fupport it, forms the whole build-
ing.—The leeward-fide is commonly left in
part open, and the roof projeds to fome dif-
tance over the door-way, forming a defence
againft both the {fun and the rain.-

Nctwithitanding thegreat heat experienced
by Europeans, the negroes feel the evenings
chilly, and we frequently fee them crowding
round the bit of fire which they make for cook-
ing their fupper. This is commonly in the
open air near to thedoor of the hut; but they
fometimes place it upon the middle of the
dirt floor withinfide the building — where
they feem to Have great enjoyment in {quat-



11§

ting round it, amidft the thick cloud of fmoke,
to whiff additional fumes from the fhort pipe
or fagar, and to join in loud and merry fong.

Smoking is an univesfal cuftom among
them. In order to be at all moments pro-
vided for this enjoyment, they carry in their
breeches pocket a {lort pipe, about an inch in
length from the bowl; or inftead of this a
leaf of tobaccosrolled into a fagar. Very
often the pipe is fo fhort, of the fagar fo
clofely fmoked away, as to be in danger .of
burning the nofe, or even the lips. 1 have
frequently feen them {moking with the pipe
fo fhort as to hold it in the mouth by preffing
with thelips upon the lower part of the bowl.
They often kindle their pipes from one an-
other’s mouths, by putting bowl to bowl and
nofe to nofe, and {moking into each others
eyes, until the tobacco has taken fire.

The food of the negroes is iffued to: them
weekly, under the infpection of the manager.
It is very fimple and but little varied ; break-
faft, dinner, and fuppér being fimilar to each:
other, and for the moft pakt the fame through-
out the year. It confifts moftly of Guinea,

12
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corn, with a fmall bit of falt meat—or falt
fith. Formerly a bunch of plantains was
given to each flave as the weekly allowance ;
but ‘the plantain walks being moftly worn
out, this is become dn expenfive provifion.
Rice, maize, yams, edddes, arid fiveet po-
" tatoes form an occafional change, but the
Guinea corn is, commonly, iffued as the
weekly fupply ; and in ordet to obtain fome
variety of food, they barter this in exchange
for other provifions, or fell it for money, and
with that buy falt meat-or vegetables. ‘We
occafionally fee theih offering the Guinea
corn for fale ; and on being afked why they
fell it, they thus exprefs themfelves—* Me
no like for have him Guinea corn always !
Maffa gib me Guiaea corn too much—Guinea
corn to-day—Guinea corn to-morrow-—Gui-
nea corn eb’ry day—Me no like him Guinea
corn—him Guinea cornnogood for gnhyaam.”
’ . »

The weekly {upply being iffued to them

on the Sunday, it becomes their own care
how to hufband it {fo as to have a fufficiency
of food until the following Sabbath. Thofe
who are induftrious have little additions of
o their own, either from vegetables grown on



117

the fpot of ground allotted to them, or pur-
chafed with the money obtained for the pig,-
the goat, or other ftock raifed about their huts
in the negro yard. .

A mefs of pottage, or very hot foup,
called pepper-pot, is one of their favorite
difhes, and one iftdeed which is generally
efteemed by the inhabitants, and by ftrangers,
It is prepared by ftewing various kinds of ve-
getables with a bit of falt meat, or falt fifh,
and feafoning it very high with capficum,
or fome fpecies of the red pepper. The
vegetable, called fquafhes, is much ufed in
thefe pepper pots. Bread, which is efteem-
ed fo effential, and held as the flaff’ of life
by the people of Europe, ig unknown among
the flaves of the Weft Indies: nor, indeed,
is it in common ufe among their mafters,
but they find very excellent fubftitutes in the
yam, the caflada, and the eddoc.

The common round of labour of the
flaves is from fun-rife to fun-fet, having inter-
vals of reft allowed them, at the times of
breakfaft, and dinner. ?

13
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The negroes are ‘generally fad thieves;
they appear to know no fenfe of honefty.
Ignorant of all moral principle, they fteal
withaut feeling any fenfe of wrong, and with-
out any apprehenfipn, except that of being de-
teGted. The planters are obliged to employ
one or two of the moft trufty of them ih the
capacity of watchmen to guard, by clofe and
conftant attention, the orchards, plantain walks,
provifion ftores, and the like¢, from the depre-
dations of their own and their neighbour’s
flaves. Although they bave no remorfe ,in
ftealing whentoever and wherefoever oppor-
tunity offers, ftill tliey fecl peculiarly prone
to robbing their mafters; and this they do
not even confider a theft, as is too evident
by an expreffion vgry common among them,
viz. “ Me no tief bim: me talke bim from
Mafa” :
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Concerning  the elephantiofis, ‘or endemial malady oft
Barbadoes.

"April o.
I~ fpeaking to you of the exemption of
Barbadoes from great and ‘deftructive . fick-
nefs, I remarked that, although it efcaped fome
general ills, it was \;iﬁted with an affliGtive ma-
lady peculiarly its own. As this forms a cha-
racteriftic feature of the country, and cannot
but attract the notice, and excite the chriofity
of ftrangers, you would not excufe me were [
to neglect offering you a few words upon the
fubject.

The difeafe is the elepbantiafis—called by
fome the “ glandular difeafé,” but, by the many,
defignated fimply the * Barbadoes difeafe.” It
commonly appears in the form of an enormous
and frightful enlargement of one or boti: legs ;
but occafionally affe@ts gther parts, particularly
the fcrotum, which becomes, increafed to a°

14
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furprizing bulk. When once eftablifhed, it ig
extremely difficult to remave, and for the moft
part proves to be incurable. It affets the ge-
neral health, lefs than might be expetted, and
frequently exifts for many years without feem-
ing materially to impair the conftitution ; of-
ten, indeed, the perfon attacked with it ears it
abaut throughout the remainder of a long life.
-It is moftly feen among the negroes, but it is
too common alfo among" the greole whites,
and even fuffers, not the Europeans to efcape.
Although fo ftequent in Barbadoes, as to be
held in a great degree peculiar or endemial, it
is not wholly confined to this country : fome
inftances of 'being feen m the nexghbourmo'
iﬂandg.

It would feem not to have been fo preva=
lent as it now is from any very diftant period
of time; for about the year 1760 died at
Barbadoes 2 man, named Francis Briggs, more
commonly known by the fititious appellation
of Chriftopher Columbus, who, from the
uncommon and monftrous appearance of his
legs, had been reprefented as the bug-bear or
obje&t of terror for thqpurpofe of fnghtemng
thildren,
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Male and female, youhg, middle-aged,
and old, black and- white, are now all fubje&
to its attack; and, in walking the ftreets, the
eye is diftrefled, at almoft every corner, with
the appearance of this hideous deformity,

. The difeafe ufually begins with an affecs
tion of the inguipal glands, frqm whence a
red ftreak, or line of inflammation extends
down the limb,) in the dire&ion of the lym-
phatic veflels; the part affetted becoming
tumefied, and taking on a fhining and cedema-
tous appearance. 'The {welling gradually oc-
cupies the whole of the leg, increafing until,
in many inftances, the limb is more than
double its ordinary fize, The fkin aflumes a
morbid appearance, grows rough and fcaly, or
is cqvered with irregulat wart-like rifings.
In fome cafes deep belts or indentations ap-
pear in various parts of the tumor, as if formed
by the preflure of ligatures;.in others the
fwelling bulges out in a number of irregular
protrufions ; fometimes, from extreme diften-
fion, the fkin, fuptures or breaks into cracks
and fiffures, and a watery fluid oozes out,
which on expofure to the air grows gelatinous
upon the furface. The foot frequently partakey’
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of the difeafe: but in many cafes the im-
menfe tumor of the leg terminates abruptly at
the ancle, hanging over the foot in knotty,
and fcaly excrefcences. The deformity thus
- becomes diverfified—the enormous bulk of
leg ‘appearing under a variety of unfeemly and
difgufting fofms. As the enlargement in-
creafes, the whole extremitybecomes hard and
fcaly ; and the diftended fkin, which, at firft,
indented, grows thick and corneous, and
wholly refifts the preffure of the finger.

It has been found on difle&tion that, from
the effufed lymph which originally caufed the
tumor having become coagulated and' harden-
ed, the fubftance of the enlarged limb has
afflumed an appcarance not unlike brawn—the
morbid fkin, and the cellular membrane under
it, having grown into a tough, horny, and
almoft cartilaginous confiftence.

From this unfightly malady being moftly
accompanied with fever of an intermittent
type, we often hear it termed “the feverand
ague.” Indeed from the periodical returns of

_the paroxyf{mns, and fram the tumefa&ion fuc~
‘ce‘eding to them, the difeafe has been very
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generally confidered only as an effe& refulting
from intermittent fever. The pradtice, faid to
be fuccefsful in removing it,feems alfo to be
founded upon this view of it. Regard’ being
had to the fever as the original affeGion, the
elephantiafis is confidered only as a fequel, and
the turative means are dire@ed folely to the
removal of the febfile fymptoms » which being
effeGted, by antimony and the bark, the patient
is fent for a time to fome other ifland, by way
of change of climate, in order o prevent a re-
lapfe. No particular attention is paid to the
tumor, which, on the fever being removed, is
expefted gradually to fubfide. But {ometimes,
inftead of receding, it r¢mains ftationary, or
is increafed; or if it did {ubfide, is renewed on
any future recurrence of the fever.

'Often a return to Barbadoes brings a re-
turn of the intermittent, and a confequent
addition to the enlargement™of the already
thickened extremity ; and from the attatks of
the difeafe reeurring in frequent repetition,
there remain® no way of preventing it from
being eftablithed into an unfeemly deformity,
but by feeking the remtdy of a more tempe-,
ratc climate. Frequently the’ diforder feems
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to be entirely fubdued by a few years: refi-
dence in England, yet again recurs on the
patient returning to Barbadoes.

Some regard the difeafe in a dire&ly op-
pofite point of view, confidering the glandular
tumor, with its attendant inflammation of the
* lymphatics, as the primary affeGion, and the

fever merely as fymptomatic. It is not con-
{iftent with my prefent purpofe; nor does ex-
perience warrant me to enter more minutely
into this queftion ; but I may offer you a few
extra&s of cafes wherefromyou will be enabled
to colle& a more juft and accurate idea of the
commencement, and the progrefs of this
fingular and diftrefling malady.

 Mr. Daniel Maffiah, aged fifty-three, of
the Jewith religion, was a very healthy boy
till eighteen, when he was attacked with a dif-
eafe, which at that period was very unufual
‘indeed. Without any known caufe, he com-
plained of a forenefs, and {welling of the left
groin. When he had felt this about-a quar-
‘ter of an hour, he was feized with the cold fit
nf fever ; a burning hot%¥ever fucceeded, which
. was followed by profufe fweating. The whole
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paroxylimt was accompanied with' violent
pains of the head 4and back, and great ficknefs
at the ftomach; and reaching. This firft at-
tack left very little {fwelling in the left ancle.
From this fit, for the four following years, he”
had this difeafe in the fame manner about
onte a month, with a gradual‘increafe of the
left leg ; fo that it became eighteen or twenty
inches round the calf. After he was twenty-
two years ofs age, the attacks were five, fix,
feven, or eight times each year. From the
year 1764, being then about thirty-fix, he has
been irregularly arttacked, fometimes in the
right, and fometimes in the left leg; each
time the legs were left larger and larger. - At
the age of thirty-nine the right leg was confi-
derably increafed in fize., In the centre of the
calf of this leg there arofe a lump as big as a
goofe’s egg, which burft of itfelf, and difcharg-
ed a fluid as clear as water, in large quantity.
The f{welling abated, but eith fucceeding at-
tack left the leg fo increafed in bulk, that at
this time it meafures thirty-{ix inchesin every
part of the leg, from below the knee to the
ancle. The feet of both legs are of their na-
tural fize. . The left 1&g meafures twenty-fix
inches, The fwelling is very fmooth, except
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‘on'the right heel, where there are great excref-
cences, which have the appearance of large
corns, or warts. The increafe of the legs.
feems to have been fo gradual, that he hasnot
' beenin the leaft fenfible of it ; nor has he ex-
perienced any other inconvenience from the
difeafe, except when he has been weakened by
ficknefs, and then he feels his legs heavy.”

¢ During the firft fixteen years of his being
fubje& to the difeafe, the local affeCtions were
always evident. Since that time, i.e. for
about twenty years paft, but more particularly
lately, he has {carcely been able to determine
whether the local fymptoms, or the cold fit
came on firft. He fays, that lately he finds
the firft local fymptom to be a purple hue on
the finger nails, and a great coldnefs in the
palms of .the hands. His appetite is very good,
every funétion of life is uninterrupted, and
he has been fréefrom every other difeafe.”

“ Mr. P—, aged twenty-fix, a native of
Barbadoes, has been fubje&, finee the age of
cleven, to the glandular difeafe. It firft at-
tacked him with a {Welling of the leg and
_thigh, which he'perceived in the morning on
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tifing from bed. The fwelling of the extrémity
was uniform, and, except -a little pain which
he felt in the groin, where,on examinaticn, the
glands were found enlarged, was not attended
with the leaft mark of inflammation, or fever,
This enlargement continued for about fourteen
daysy, when he was feized with the regular
paroxyim of feves; which was however pre-
ccded by a red ftreak in the thigh, and a con-
fiderable affeGion of the inguinal glands. A
violent inflammation of theleg and thigh imme-
diately preceded the hot iit, and‘continued for
feven or eight days. This difeafe left a great
degree of fwelling, which has continued with
little variation ever Iince. Abont two years
after, the attacks being frequent, he was ad-
vifed to change his chmate, and accordingly
went to England, where his general health was
much improved. During his ftay there,
which was about eight months, he had no frefh
attack of the glandular difeafs4 but the en-
.largement continued mnearly the fame. Soon
after his returgy to Barbadoes, he had a re-
gular attack f the glandular difeafe, which
lalted as; long, and ‘was.as fevere as thofe he
had experienced before, he went to England.
Thefe returns continued for feveral years to

5
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be very frequent, but lately have been much
diminifhed, both in number and feverity.”

*¢ The hiftory of the patient’s cafe, whofe
Jeg I diffe@ed, as far as Icould inform myfelf,
was as follows {—She had Jaboured under the
glandular difeafe for ten years: the firft at-
tack was at .fifteen years of age, and was at-
tended with fever. At every return the found
her leg much inflamed, increafed in fize, ftiff,
contracted, and gradually enlarged, till it be-
came fo enormous as to be cxtremely trouble-
fome. She then applied to me to perﬁ;rm
amputation, of which fhe recovered; but was
foon after feized with the fame difeafe in the
other leg; and dicd in confequence of it *.”

Different op';nions have been held re-
fpe&ing the origin of this fingular affeGion.
From it being moft frequent, or firft obferved
among the negroes; many have believed it to®
be imported with them from the thores of Afri-
ca. But this opinion is divefted of probability,
by the extraordinary prevalence of the difeafe
at Barbadoes. Were it brought by the flaves

: v
* Hendy on the glandular difeafe of Barbadoes.
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tfrom Africa, it would be equally common in the
other iflands ; and not being infectious, would
not be feen among the .white creoles, or the
Furopeans. Itis undoubredly the indigenous
offspring of the ifland, and poflibly is connet-
ed with a peculiarly arid ftate of the atmol-
phere; for in the iflands thadowed with thick
forcftsand vegetatidn, it isftillunkrdown, and has
only grown cominon at Barbadoes, idspropor-
ion as its woods have been removed, and the
{urface of the ifland left unfheltered.

Excepton its early attack, or at the peri-
ods of acute relapfe, the difeafe is attended
with little or no pain, and the enlargement
fometimes proceeds fo gradually, as for the
perfon himfelf to be in a» degree infenfible
of it. Hc walks about as ufual, and ap-
pears to {uffer but little inconvenience, either
from the additional bulk, or the : great increafe
of weight. Hence it is often lefs affli@ing
to the individual, than offenfive to others. It
is extremely repugnant to the fight ; and as
the negroes go about the fireets with thefe dif-
ealed limbs expofed to every eye, Europeans,

VOL, 11 K’
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but recently arrived, are extremely annoyed
by their filthy and monftrous appearance.

Perhaps nature has not formed, nor can
the human mind conceive an obje& at once {a
difgufting, and fo pitiable, as an old half-famifh-
ed negrowoman-v-of withered frame—tottering
and trembling about with her loofe and naked
fkin hanging fhrivelled in deep-furrowed
wrinkles*; and dragging after her one or both
legs grown into an immenfe bulk of hideous
difeafe—her feet only toes, protruding from
this huge mafs of diftempered leg. Yet fuch
are the objecs too often feen hobbling about
the fireets of Bridge-town !
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Farms in Barbadoes termed plantations or e]latu. Poor cot
tagers. Native Barbgdians. Their extyavagant opinion
concerning the importance of the ifland. Example.r in proof
that the negro form and colour are not the mere confequence
of climate and locality.

April) 0.

As planter here fu{)erfedes the title of farm-
er fo does plantation that of farm. The land
is cultivated in a number of divifions, which
in Europe, might receive the common name-
of farms, but in Barbadoes, they are termed
plantations, or eftates. Of thefe . the diftin-
guifhing appellation is not derived from the
name of the exifting poffeflor ; but from fome
fpecific title long fince accorded to them, or
from the name of the original poffeflor, or of
the family to whom they have for many years
belonged. Thus a perfon, going to vifit Mr.
Holling{worth or Mr Waith, would not fay
he was going to Mr. Waigh’s, or Mr. Holling{~
worth’s, but to ¢ Colleton’s,” er to * Spend-
K2
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love” ; thefe being the names by which the
cftates have long been known. -

Befides the great number of hofpitable
manfions found on.the large plantations, in the
diffcrent parts of the country—many humble
dwellings attract the notice of the traveller,
and improve the gencral fcenery of the ifland.
Of fome of thefe I have before fpoken. They
are the cottages of a poorer order of white
people—of obfcure individuals, remote from
the great clafs of merchants and planters, and
who obtain afcanty livelihood by cultivating a
{mall patch of earth, and breeding up poultry, or
what they term ftock for the markets. They
are defcended from European fettlers, but from
misfortune, or mifgrndu&;, in fome of the race,
are reduced to a ftate far removed from inde-
pendence ; often, indeed, but little fuperior
to the condition of free regroes,

Curiofity hasled us to vifit feveral of thefe
families, and we find that, throughout many
generations, their predeceflors havé lived con-
‘ﬁantly, in the ifland. Some have not been
able to trace back thelr pedigree to the period
when their adceftors firft arrived, and there-

7
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fore have no immediate thought or regard,con-
cerning the mother country ; but abfiraledly
confider themfelves only in the detached fenfe
of Barbadians, fondly believing that ih the
fcale of creation there can he no other country,
kingdom, or empire equal o their tran-
fcendant ifland—to their own Barbadoes: and
hence the adage “What would poor old Eng-
land do, were Barbadoes to forfake ber ?” The
fame fpirit of attachment, and of preference
is alfo betrayed in the commop expreflion,
“ ngither Charib nor Creole, but true Barbadian”
—thus proudly diftinguifhing themfelvgs as
the true-born natives of the ifland which they
confider {fuperior to all others. They do not.
even admit themfelvesto be Creoles, but they
e ‘ Barbadians”—a fomething diftin& and fu-
perior—a fomethmg different from, and unlike’
the inhabitants of the other Weft India iflands!

The pride attaching to this fentiment, I
have before rémarked to you, has diffufed it-
felfeven to the negroes, who now loudly echo
the boaﬁ%t’erm,——“ me Badian!” '

In the part of the’ifland near the tar
pits, we happened to call in at a {mall hut, or.
A K3
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cabin, where we met with a large family of
Barbadian cottagers; and, with all the inqui-
fitivenefs of ftrangers, we addreffed the good
people in a multitude of interrogatories, and
were highly gratified with their replies. They
were living amidft the mountains, apparently
fhut from the world, and but feldom expofed
to the intrufion of ftrangérs. The old dame
of the houfe was nearly feventy years of age.
We found her occupied in playful attentions
with two of her grand children—twa, of feven,
of the offspring of her.daughter, Making
inquiries refpecting the old woman’s hiftory
we learned that fhe could trace back her fa-
mily in regular lineal ‘defcent, as far as her
great grandfather, the fucceflors of whom
have never removed from Barbadoes ; fo that
the children we here faw, were to a certainty
as diftant as the fixth generation, and pro-
bably much more remote, in dire& defcent,,
from parents” who had always lived in the
‘torrid zone, One of the children was about
fix—the other eight years old. In fairnefs of
fkin, in feature, and in figure, they might
have been miftaken for children born in Eng-
land, or any other ttmperate climate,



135

Near Hilloughby hill we met with an-
other cottage family,. regularly defcended
from Britifth parents, of long ftanding in the
ifland, and having all the features, and gene-
ral appearance of Europeans. The father of .
this family was fixty years old, and fame of
his predeceffors had lived to upwards of
ninety years. We could not trace the pedi-
gree fo accurately as in the other family—
but this probably was not lefs ancient, the
old man having no knowledge but of his Bar-
badian predeceflors, and not-%knowing when
they firft came to the ifland. Thé occupa-
tion of this family was that of planting a fmall
{pot of land with ginger, and raifing ftock to
fell at Bridge-town market. They were
poor, like the others, and compelled to labour"
much in full expofure to the fun. Like the
negroes, too, their diet confifted chiefly of
vegetables.

At the fort, commanding the entrance of
Carlifle bay, are living a man and his wife,
both nativgs of Barbadoes, whofe anceftors
for generations, beyond all that tradition has
traced (o them, have yrefided conftantly in the
ifland s fitting round the mother we faw five

X 4
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fine children—their ofispring, of face and
form as fair as the faireft Europeans.

Thefe fads ftand in dire& oppofition to
the fpeculative do&rincs of thofe who derive
the various colours-of the human race from
climate or locality of refidence, together with
the concomitant circumftances of diet, and
mode of life. * Confiflent with fuch opinion
it follows that the oilspring of Luropeans,
living conftantly in the torrid zotie, and, morc
particularly, if, ufing the fame dict, and ex-
pofed to fimilar habits, and‘occupations, muft
dcgenerate,and, in future ages,become negroes.

The three families above-mentioned zxrc,
undoubtedly, of the fifth or fixth, or, per-
haps, a ftill morc diltant gencration, in di-
ret lineal defcent, from parcats, originally,
Englifh ; but whofe offspring, through every
race, to the prefent children, have always re-
fided between the tropics. They have, more-
over, lived in circumftances of mediocrity,
expofed to labour, and to the full influence of
climate; or have known only the abode of
poverty, and by needy fortune have been
sompelled to ufe a diet Very fimilar to that of
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the Africans. Yet is there not an individual
among them, who, ecither in form, feature, or
colour has made even the flighteft approach
to that change, which a conftant refidence,
through fo many generations, muft have ef-
fected, were their defcendants, of future ages,
to bgcome of negro forfn, and hue.
. .

Allowing this change of our fpecies to
be as flow and gradual as the warmeft advo-
cate of the doQrine might fuppofe, it were
impoffible for the mind to conctive a period,
when the oﬁ'sprmg of Europeans would be
broiled into perfe& negroes, if no fort of
commencement—no mark whatever of devia-
tion—nor any approach to the converfion,
could be traced, either in the features, or the
ikin, of thofe of the fifth, or fixth, or per-
haps of the eighth or ninth generation ; after
a refidence, too, in the fucceflive races, of
nearly two hundred years under a tropical
fun, and being expofed to moft of the other

caufes, faid to promote the expefted revolu-
tion of their frames !

¥

Children born in Epgiand have not fairer
fkins, nor features more correly Europeans
. »
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‘T'he younger have all the cherub face and forni
of the lovely {miling habes of a temperate
climate. Thofemore advanced are thinner, and
bear about them more of that languor, which
univerfally refults from long refidence in great
and conftant heat'; but ftill have they no kind
of approachto the thickened lip—the .large
mouth—the proje&ting coyntenance—the flat-
tened nofe—the lengthened head—the woolly
hair—or the dark fkin of the negroes.

The opinions of the gentlemen of the
ifland feem to be all againft the idea of fuch a
converfion of the human body, and we are
aflured that multitudes of families, in addition
to thofe we have feen, now live in Barbadoes,
who in progreflive defcent, through fuccef-
five generations, for nearly two hundred
years, have refided in the ifland, without the
flighteft change being perceptible in their off«
fpring of the prefent day.

: \

T's whatever age the parents may have
lived, it is remarkable that, although the face
and hands fhall have become brown, from im-
mediate expofure to the {unythe other parts of
their bodigs remain white and unchanged ; and
(‘ R 6
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not the fofteft thade—not the flighteft tinge of
the acquired darknefs of hands or face is com-
municated to the defcendants—the children
being, invariably, born as perfe&t whites as
thofe of Europe. If, therefore, it could, for
a moment, be admitted that merely the tanned
countenance were an approach to the negro
ftate, this beingecompletely extinguifhed in
each fucceeding race, it could never advance

beyond the feeble change eﬂ'e&ed in a fingle
generation.

But the very ftrong and incontrovertible
" fa&k with refpe€t to the American Indians,
militates {o decidedly againft this do&rine of
converfion, that fcarcely another argument can
be neceffary to its refutation. Although living
for unknown ages under the fame parallcl of
latitude as the Africans, and expofed to pre-
cifely fimilar habits and occupations, not an
iadividual of them has evet been known to
turn negro, either in fkin or feature. Nor,
indeed, would it be lefs reafonable to expect
that the negroes of Africa, or thofe of the
Weft India iflands, thould change to Indians,

than that Indians, or Europeans, fhould bg
converted into Africans !
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No accurate tidinks at Barbadoes of the appreach cof the
Portfmouth Conwoy.  Symptoms qf the tr ocps mr'vmg Drs.
Henderfen and Uave crdered to remain in char e of the

Jick of the St. Domingo divifion.  Author cautivns bis friend
not to lifien to the alarmirlg rumouys of ficknefs, and death.
Gireat numbers in bofpital —their maladies mild, and Eu-
ropean—not endemic. Author witneffes a cafe of yellow fever
in company with Dr. Fackfon.

April 11,

Couwp it have been foretold that on the 11th
day of April the pcoplc of Barbadoes would
have remained wholly ignorant rcgardmﬂ the
fituation of an immenfe fleet of thips which
failed for that ifland, from England, in the
month of MNovember preceding, the myfteries
of the prophet Brothers had {carcely been held
more abfurd! Yet fo it is, for all here ftill
continue in total darknefs refpe@ing the Port{-
mouth convoy ! But fome fymptoms of mov-
ing are now exhibited, which feem to indicate
that the troops already arrived will not be
Tonger detained inaQive,
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Among other marks of appréaching fer-
vice, we have been called upon for a general
return of the fick, and it appears in orders that
Drs. Henderfon and Cave, with a detatcHment
of our ftaff, are to remain at Barbadoes in
charge of the hofpitals appropriated to the St.
Domingo divifion; and I may add with re-
gret, that we are likely to leave thele gentle-
men bufy duty, the fick-lift, particularly of
the Cork divifien, being very numerous. In
confequence of many of the {hips arriving in
a {ickly ftate, our +hofpitals became crowded
as foon as they were ereted, notwithftanding
our having the further accommodation of con-
verting fome of the barracks into fick wards.
But we have now in fome meafure relieved
the hofpitals, by forming, a fmall encamp-
ment and putting the, convalefcents under
canvafs. -

We expeét that you will*hear from vari-
ous quarters, and read in all the news-papers
{ad hiftories of «difeafe and death, but let me
caution you oot to believe that we are all
dying, or that.the yellow-fanged monfter is

let loofe amongft us. Should it be told you
that more than a thoufand fick’are already in
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the hofpitals, be not deceived into a belief
that fo many are about to become the vitims
of climate, and yellow fever ; nor fuffer your-
felf tocbe perfuaded that the whole of us have
¢ failed to our graves.”

The hoffitals are certainly thronged, .and
the number of fick is very confiderable, but
this cannot be placed to the account of the
climate, or of endemic difeafe, for, nearly all
the men, now in hofpital, arrived in ficknefs.
They had been detained on Spike Ifland, or
in crowded tranfports, during many weeks ‘of
inhofpitable weather, whereby extenfive dif-
cafe was generated among them ; and hence it
happened that, upon atriving at Barbadoes, the
troops in many of the fhips, although not
alually ill, had approachmg difeafe {o ftrongly
marked in their features, that it became necef=
fary to remove every individual of them on:
fhore in order te have the veflels thoroughly |
fumigated and purified ; and from this circum-
ftance it occurred that many flight cafes were
thrown into the hofpitals, whjch otherwife
would not have appeared upon the lift. This
will in fome meafure explain to you why the
hofpitals are crewded, although neither * yel-
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low fever,” nor any other malignant difeafe
reigns amongft us.

Of the many hundreds now on the fick-
lift a very great majority are {light cafes,
or convalefcents from difeafes they had fuf-
fered upon the paflfage. We have reafon to
belicve that very few of their diforders are.
of fatal tendency, and that a great proportion
of the fick will very foon be able to return to
their rcgiments..

* 'While I am upon the fubje& of ficknefs
I may remark to you that I have had my firft
opportunity of feeing a cafe of that deftruive
malady, which has lately excited fuch univer-
{al alarm, under the term ¢ yellow fever,” but,
perhaps, you are not prepired to hear that,
after a refidence of fo many weeks in the
Weft Indies, I have feen only a folitary
example of that difeafe: yet fuch is the fact—
for, amidft all our ficknefs, and crowded hof-
pitals, only a fingle inftance of “ yellow fever ”
has, hitherto, occurred. I vifited this patient
with Dr. Jackfon, the author who has {o ably .
written upon the difeafes of Jamaica, and ob-
tained his clinical remarks concerning the
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leading and more chara&eriftic fymptoms of
the difeafe. You will believe that I readily
formed the idea of making this interefling and
impottant cafe an obje@ of very minute at-
tention ; and you will feel that the cvent has
imprefled upon my mind a very powerful
fenfe of the fubtle malignity of this devouring
malady. ‘ ‘

The patient was certainly very ill, but, to
thofe who had net before witnefled the dif-
eafe, he did not appear to he in any immediate
danger ; nor did Dr. Jackfon feem to think it
a cafe of the higheft degree of malignity ; but,
alas! on going to vifit him the following
~ morning, we found our poor foldier a cold and
yellow corple !
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LETTER VIL

Further bope—and further difappointment. Another divifion
of the Portfmouth eonvoy reaches Barbadoes.  Rumour of a
Jecret Expedition, Concerning the probable feparation of the
author and his comrades. Expertnefs of Negroes in the
water.  One of their gnodes of Bathing., Negroes attene
tive to their teeth,  Mode of .cleaning them with fand and
JSea water, .

Barbadoes, April 13.

'WERE we in danger, as often as in alarm,
our friends might, indeed, have ferious appre-
henfions both for us, and for * good old Bar-
badoes.” The enfign of alarm has again ap~
peared this morning at the feveral fignal pofts
along the coaft, implying that another ftrange
fleet was in fight ; and which was obferved to
be ftanding dire&ly for the ifland. We were
al] very quickly on the look-out—our only
fear that it fhould prove to be'but a part, in-
ftead of the whole of our long wxfhed for
convoy from Postfmouth, -

By means of the telefcope it was foon
difcovered that man; of .the thips had troops

VOL, II.
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. on board; and that they were drefled in fcar-
let uniform ; no doubt, therefore, remained of
their being friends. As they came near we'

 climed up to the main-yard, to enjoy the de-
lighting fcene prefented by their gently fail-
ing into harbour; and as you know how often I
havehad tonote our difappointments regarding
this difaftrous expedition, you will compre-
hend how eagerly I greeted the termination
of them in the profpect now before my eye.

"Pleafed and 'delighted to witnefs what we
‘beheld as the arrival of the whole fleet, we
‘counted the fhips in great joy as they came
into the bay; when, having proceeded to the
number of {eventeen, judge of the mortifica-
tion we felt-upon difcovering that ftill we had
only welcomed ‘a detachéd divifion of our ex-
pe&e'd convoy.

Standmg upon the main-yard, numbermg
the fhips as they dropped into the harbour, ™
anticipated the pleafure of fitting down in the
evening to inform you that the different fleets
,of our expedition were, at laf:,\fafe in Carlifle
‘bay—but on -taking up my pen I have only
to tell of mew difappointments, which, in
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truth, would feem to attach to thefe unhappy -
convoys in endlefs répetition. Inftead of an-
nouncing’ to you the union 6f the two great
divifions of our forces, from Cork and Portf-
‘mouth, I have only to {peak of the arrival of
another {mall branch of Admiral Cornwallis’s
fleet, which feparated foon afters leaving Spit-
head ; and which, inftead of bringing us intelli-
gence, has every thmg to learn concerning the
- body of the convoy, not having fallen in. with
any part of it on the paffage.
* A rumour is ﬁ'rongly prevalent among
us, that a divifion"of the troops, now, affem-
bled, at Barbadoes, is to be- detached on fe-
cret 'fgrvice. Should this take place, and the
detachment be formed from the St. Domin-
go armament, it is more than poffible that our
happy quartette may yet be disjeinted before
we reach our original deftination, Of courfe
our expectations have always led to this: yet
from having lived on board, together, ‘and in
the utmoft harmony, during a petiod of many
moaths, it would be matter of regret, to either
. of us, to be taken from olr congenial mefs,
at the very eve of fa;hng for our deftined
port, and pasticularly as we muft be feparated
. L2
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under circumftances which would render it
probable that we fhould never meet again.

This idea might lead me to expatiate very
painfully upon the fituation of multitudes
around me. But to indulge in fuch feelings
would not be opportune: whatever refle&tion
may teach—or whatever mfay be the event of
the great {cene before us, with refpe& to in-
dividuals, Itruft that every Briten, embarked in
the caufe, will meet, with all the firmnefs of his
‘nation’s chara@ler, ‘Wwhatever is deftined to be
his fate in war/

1 do mot recolle@ to have noted to you
in any former letter the great fondnefs which
the negroes have for the water, and their fin-
gular. addrefs and expertnefs in moving upon
that element. In one of our late walks ‘we
witnefled a fcene ftrongly in proof of this, hav-
ing met with a flave- who was amufing hime
felf by exercifes of uncommon agility in the
ica. Not an otter, nor a beaver, nor {carcely
adolphin could appear more «n his element.
He was quite at play in the water, and di~
verting himfelf in allkinds of antic tricks, and

«gambols, He dived to the bottom—{wam
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in a variety of ways—walked or paddled
along like a dog——concealed . himfelf for a
long time under water—Ilaid himfelf at reft
upon its furface, and appeared as much’at his
eafe, in the ocean, as if he had never breathed
a lighter, nor trodden a firmer slement.

This expertnefs is.much derived from an
early habit of bathing, or, as it might be
termed, exercifjng in the water ; and it renders
the negroes peculiarly ufeful in moments of
diftrefs, fuch as invcafes of accident at fea, of
in the harbour. Let them have a boat, or a
canoe, and it is almoft impoffible they can be
drowned. Even if they are uplet, . and the
boat turned keel upwards, they rife at her .
fides, and there continue tQ {wim and paddle
until they again right ber, then bailing out the
water refume their feats and proceed as if no-
thing had happened

A fenfe of cleanlinefs atraches to their love
of the water, for we not only fee them often
in the fea, but, frequently alfo wafhing them-
felves in the rivulets. It feems to form one
of their favorite amufements to ftand in the
fea, or river, and to take up water in both handg

L3
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and pour it over their fhoulders down their
backs. 'This is pracifed both by the men and
the women, and is one of their moft frequent
methods of bathing.

-Another, mark of cleanlinefs alfo prevails
among them which was lefs to be expetted;
,viz. that of paying great attention to their teeth.
The chew-ftick which is here employed for
cleaning the teeth is far more,in ufe among
the negroes, than the tooth bruth among the
lower claffes of people in England.

. Our adroit negro, amidft his many gam-
bols in the water, dived often to the bottom of
the fea, and brought up a handful of fand.
“With this'rough dentifrice he foundly fcrubbed
his teeth, and by way of eflence to wafh it
off, plunged down, for another handful, with
‘his mouth wide open; thus, alternately,
repeating the fubbing, and fea water walh«
ing, until he felt that his pearls were duly con-
trafted with his ebon countenance..  *
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LETTER VIIL

Author feparated from bis long afficiated comrades. Embarks
on board the Grenaday on a fecret expeditidn. Confedlures ve-
garding its deflination. Embarkation of troops on board the
Grenada.  Accommodation of the officers wid foldiers. Ra-
pid accumulation of filth on beard. Troops preferved
Jrom ficknefs by bathing, and by keeping a great propartion
of them always in the open air. Forcg employed in the ex-
pedition. A flest arrives at Baybadoes gt the time the ex-
pedition fails.  Author addreffes bis friend from the oppo-

JSete fide of the fun.

Ship Grenada, at Sea, April 17.~
Tu: apprehended divifion of our long af-
fociated mefs has taken ‘place! It Las fallen
to my lot to join the repofted expedition un-
der General Whyte, and I am feparated from
my friends,” perhaps, foon to meet again,
perhaps, to meet no more ! To what quarter
we are bound is held in fecrecy. Curagoa,
Demarara, St. Euftatia, and various other def-
tinations have been feverally conjetured, but
from the courfe we are at prefént fteering the
coaft of Guiana would feem to be moft pro-
bable. ¢
L4
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We were ordered away at very fhort no-
tice. On returning to the Lord Sheffield after
my vifit at the hofpital on the morning of the
14th ipft. I received inftruétions to embark
on board the Grenada tranfport before 12
o’clock ; and to také upon me the dire@ion of
a detachment: of the hofpital flaff, appoint-
ed to attend a divifion of ,the army, which
was to fail that afternoon, on fecret fervice.

Being advifed to take with me as little bag-
gage as poflible; and aflured that I might expelt
foon to return, in order to proceed with Gene-
ral Whyte, to St. Domingo, I made up a fol-
-dier’s kit of apparel, and left all my heavier

packages, under the care of my late comrades,
in the Lord Sheﬂield. ‘ '

'The Grenada is a very fine veflel, and
‘fails remarkably well. Like the Lord Sheffield,
fhe is a Weft Indja trader, engaged as a tranf-
port only for the paflage out, and as foon s,
the has completed her voyage is to return to
England laden with fugar, cotton, or other
Weft India produce.

Ly

T thought myfelf fortunate in. being ap-



I53

pointed to fo good a fhip ; and, hearing that

troops were to be thickly ftowed on board the

different veflels of the expedition, anticipated

much of comfort upon the paffage, by obfetving -
that the Grenada was free from the crowd I had

expefted to meet. But my {felf-gratulations

proved to be fomewhat premature. Upwards

of three hundred troops arrived quickly after,
and a fcene of crowd and confufion was in-
troduced furpaffing all that even fancy had

created. Many of the men wére intoxicated

~—moft of them wene up to their *knees in wa-
ter, in the hoat, and fome as wet from head to

foot as if they had been dragged through the

fea. In the hurry of fcrambling up the

fhip, two of them fell overboard, and narrow-

ly efcaped being drowned, The decks foon

became fo crowded, as to render it impoffible

to pafs, and amidft the throng of living ftow-

age a furtherinconvenience was produced from

the hatch-ways being obliged fo be opene& for

the reception of cannon, ammunition, baggage,

and other ftores, which the fhip’s company

were hoifting in on all fides.

Negroes, faxlors, foldlers, and officers all ,

mmgled together, in one hurried and anxious
2
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mafs—fome hard at work—fome curfing and
'fwearing—fome reeling in drunkennefs—
fome fcrambling for a knapfack, or a firelock~—
fome Jofing their hats—f{ome hoifting baggage
up the fhip’s fide—{ome jumping on board—
fome hawling in provifions at the ftern—each
feeking individual or general accommodation
—and all adding to the common confufion.

In the afternoon we were vifited by the
General, who came on board, to fee if every
thing was erabarked ready for failing in the
evening: butthe time required for getting in‘che
guns and other heavy ftores, and the numerous
impediments occurring from fuch multitudes
of .perfons crowding'on board at the fame
moment, rendered this-altogether impoflible—
however, by the great exertions which were

“made, we were able to get under weigh at an
early hour the following morning.

. The Licutenant-Colonel commanding th:
regiment, the commanding officer of artillery,
and myfelf, are the only officers who have the
accommodation of feparate births: all the
others are obliged to be crowded together with-
out beds, or magtrefles, hpog the naked decks of
. - 1
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the caBins, and even there, they are compelled
"to clofe-ftowage to make room for them all,

On the .upper deck the foldiers arg, ftill
more thickly fpread, they lie down without
any other covering than their clothes of the
day, ufing the arm, or the knapfack as a pil-
low : and fo well do they ftow that not ‘a foot
can find place betwcen them. Happily the
wind is very favorable, and we are led to be-
lieve that wherefoever we are hound the voy-
age will not be long. Having the fteady
bréeze of the trades on her quarter, the thip
is worked almoft wholly by the helm, and, we
feldom require to fhift the fails—occafional-
bracing being all that is neceflary, . Had the
weather been bad and the wind againtt us, you
will readily. imagine the flate we muft have
been in, with fuch a body of men, fick,and ill,
and crowded in every quarter of the fthip..
Even as it is we have much difficulty in keep-
ing them’ {ufficiently clean to preferve them
in health. They lie down in their'clothes at
night, where they have been ftanding or fit-
ting the whole of the day, and from making
the deck.at once their fitting bench, their din-
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ner board, and their bed, all about them
foon grows filthy and offenfive: pieces of
broken food—floppings of broth, or grog, bits
of nreat, old bones, crumbs of bifcuit, and
various other kinds of filth colle& under them,
and about their cloihing; and, from the great
heat of climate, and ftill more unpleafant heat
of crowd, this dirty commixture foon becomes
four and jfetid ; and would, in a fhort time,
generate difeafe, were not fome rigid rules of
cleanlinefs ftriétly enforced.

Befides thofe who .fleep upon the of)en
deck above, there is another crowd in a more
confined fituation between decks. Obferving
this place to be very clofe, and not fufficiently
ventilated, I have recommended that the men
fhould be divided into three watches, and that
two of the three divifions fhould be kept con-
fantly upon the open deck, relieving thofe
below every four hours. Likewife as a fur»
ther means of prevention I have advifed that
all the men {hould bathe every morning, while
the decks aré thoroughly wathed and cleaned.
Fortunately I am fupported in this by the
approbation of Colonel Tilfon, who is exceed-
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ingly zealous to do every thing that can pre-
ferve the health of the foldiers, and has iffued
his orders accordingly.

We have contrived a method whereby
the bathing is effeted with lefs trouble than
was at firft apprehended. The men are regu-
larly aflembled by companies upon the quarter
deck, at an early hour of the morning, and
there undrefling, two at a time, they go down
to the waift of the fhip, and sremain at the
bottom of the ftep, leading from the quarter
deck, until two or three buckets of water have
been dathed upon them by {fome of their com-
rades ftanding dire&ly abeve them upon the
edge of the quarter deck, others being ftationed
at the fides to draw up water for the purpofe.
After being thus wafhed, they move on to the
forecaftle to drefs themfelves, others follow-
ing in fucceflion until the whole are bathed.

We find fome difliculty in eftablithing
this practice, but I hope in a few days to fee
it brought to the regularity of a military move-
ment : the benefit of it is not confined fimply
to cleanlinefs of perfon, for while the bathing
is going on, the decks, where, the men fleep,
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are thoroughly fwept and wa.{hed, and it is
matter of furprize to us to fee the prodigious
quantity of dirt, of remnants of food, and
variqus other fpecies of filth which- collect
within four-and-twenty hours. Its utility is
alfo further extended, in the general move-
ment it creates, and the refrefhing coolnefs it
brings to every one on board. Were the voy-
age to be long, our experience of the few paft
days feems to affure us that this daily wathing
would not” merely be our beft, but, perhaps,
our only prefervative from ficknefs.

The expedition confifts of about thirteen
hundred men of the 3oth, 93d, and ggth
regiments commanded by Lieutenant Colonels
Tilfon, Hiflop and Gammell, and a party of
artillery, under command of Captain Bagort.
The {quadron of the fleet employed with us;
is commanded by Commodore Parr, and con-
fifts of the Malabar of 5o guns, La Pique, Lg
Babet, and the Undaunted frigates—to which
are added, the Grenada armed tranfpart, with
feveral ﬂoops, and fchooners. )

At the time we were fa}ling from Carlifle
.bdy on the morning of the 15th, an alarm
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was fired, and the fignal'hoifted, denoting the
approach of a fleér; but it was too diftant,
and the weather too hazy for us to afcertain
diftin&ly what fleet it was—perhaps the, long
expe&ted convoy; or poflibly only another
fevered divifion of it. Even fhould it prove
to have been the body of the fleet, bringing in
the great bulk of the armament, it ftill is an
extraordinary inftance of delay, from adverfe
weather, that aconvoy which failed from Spit-
head early in November, fhould only have
reached Barbadoes on the 15the of April fol-
lowing, and it muft ftand as a ftriking ex-
ample of the incalculable uncertainty of all
maritime expeditions,

I muft not forget to note to you that I
am now addrefling you from the oppofite fide
of the fun. This day in latitude 9° 27 we
paffed immediately under that burning orb,
receiving his perpendicular rays dire&tly upon
our heads: 1 have nothing further to tell you
on this occafion. Hig fouthern face feems
neither hotter, nor colder, brighter nor darker,
than _his northern,. . The only ftriking pecu-
Harity arifes from the novelty of looking to
the north at noon, to take our meridian, and
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habit will be required to reconeile this feeming
inconfiftency. While you at mid-day look
fouth for the fun, I fhall look north, and al-
though our noon will be different, this circum-
ftance will often mentally place mie with you.
The effe@, I would flatter myfelf, will be re-
ciprocal, and, attracted by his o’ppo‘ﬁte fides,
the cheering {un will be the medium of fre-
quently aflociating us in warm and mutual
fympathy.
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LETTER IX. .

Deftination of the expedition.  Ships come to ancher in foallow
and muddy water. Tops of trees appear, but no land in
Sight.  Common marks of land on approwching the fhore.

. Author continues to make notes for bis friend, without know-
ing avben be may be abP to fend them. Tyoops prepare-to
“difembark.

At Sea, April 20,/
OUR deftination i§ no longer a fecret ! The

Captain went yefterday on board the Commo.

dore, and received his inftru@ions—when the

Dutch colonies upon the coaft of Guiana were

avowed to be the obje& of our expedition.

In the cvening we came into thick and
muddy water indicating our approach to the
fhore ; but nothing of land could be perceived
even from the top-gallant-maft head. This
morning the fea was flill more muddy, of a
yellowith colour, and, comparatively, very
fhallow. Land was unqueftionably near, but,
ftill, not vifible. . In the courfe of the day
trees were feen from the maft head, and we
came to anchor only a féw leagyes from them

VOL. II. M :
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but, even yet, without beingable to fee the land.
It is comnion' to defcry a peculiar ftreak
at the horizon, or a kind of line, or fixed
point.in the clouds, denoting the land which
a veflel approaches, long before it reaches the
coaft; but, here, we are in thick muddy
water, near the fthore, and with trees in view,
without being able to diftinguith any other
mark of the territory before us. It feems to
_be a peculiar thore, the water being very thick
--and fhallow ata great diftance from the land.

My pen is continued to your idea, with-
out knowing when I may be able to fend you
- my letters ; but I like to think toward you,
and to addrefs you, amidft all the variety of
fcenes as they pafs before me.

'The prefent would appear to be an im-
portant moment. Orders are iffued for three
days’ provifions to be cooked, and for the
troops to hold themfelves in readinefs for im-~

“mediate debarkation: ‘They have, confequent-
ly, been paraded this evening upon deck;
their arms and accoutrements cleaned and
infpeQed ; and all put in a ftate for a&ion.
_ The foldiers are forewarned in general orders.
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that all irregular condu&, towards the inhabi«
tants on landing, will fubje& them to certain
punithment and difgrace; and plunder is pro=
hibited on pain of death. The field-artillety,
with carriages, {ponges, ammunition, and all
the neceffary apparatus have bgen put into
boats this evening from our fhip, preparatory
to being conveyed” on fhore with the troops
in the morning, and after a day of gteat hurry
and. labour all {5, now, quite in readinefs for
leaving the veflel. : .

Otders are iflued coricerning the plan of
attack by the troops, and the ftation to be
taken by the different fhips; and all feems to
imply a bufy morrow, but, as mine will not
be the moft prominent poftsof danger, I fhall
hope to note to you the detail of our proceed-
ings in a future letter. At prefent, I feck my
birth, cordially bidding you . .... good night'!
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LETTER X
‘ ]

Author agaln upon terra firma.  Capture of the united
colony of Effequibo and Dewmarara.  An accident occurs
during the night. Trau[u Sfent on fhore in fmall weffels.
They run agvound. Grenuda and cther fbips enchor at
the mouth of the river Demarara. Flag of truce veturns,
and is difpatched again on jhore.  Capitulation of
Fort William Frederic. Soldiers fall fick on the paflage.
Effeét produced on the fick by the idea of going into alion.
Landing in Demarara. Appearance of tie town of Sta-
broek, and of the country. Hofpitality of an Englifb fettler.
Author proceeds upon duty.  Fortune throws him into gesd
quarters, avithout a billet. Surgeon Cairol atiacked wiil

an alarming malady.
Stabroek, April 23./>

I uavs again the pléafure of addrefling you
upon terra firma, and of telling you that the
united colony of Effequibo and Demarara is
ours. All being in readinefs for landing on
the xhorn'mg of the 21ft, the troops were
ordered to proceed on fhore, with the earliefly
tide, andthe frigates, with the Grenada, and the
Jlave fhip, were,directed to take their ftations
before the fort, at the entrance of the river.

An unhappy accident had occurred, dur-
ing the night, which might have been the
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caufe of much inconvenience, but, fortunately,
it was foon remedied. The two long boats,
with all the neceflary implements -for working
the guns, that were to be landed with the
troops, broke from their lathing, and had gone
adrift from the fhip. You will imagine that it
was not a late hour of the morifing when the
accident was difcoyered. Men were fent out,
immecdiately, in fearch of the boats, and they
were found drifted out to fea far down to lee-
ward, but with all the things -fafe on board.
Luckily they were brought baek in time to
actompany the troops, the tide not ferving
at an early hour, for attempting the difem-
barkation.

Atlength the little fleet of floops, fchoon-
ers, and other fmall veflels, calculated, as it was
believed, for the fhallow fea they had to pafs,
got under weigh, and ftood dire& for the
fhore. The larger fhips wege unable to ap-
proach near enough to give any prote&ion to
the landing,

The fmall light veffels into which the
troops and ftores were removed, were fome of
them brought with us from Barbadoes for the

M3
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purpofe—and fome taken after our arrival up-
on the coaft ; but, unfortunately, it proved
that even thele, light as they were, drew toa
much water for this muddy fhore s for, about
five 0’ clock we had the mortification to learn
that our little fleet was faft aground deep fix-
ed in mud. Finding the fmall veffels in this
dilemma, our fhip, togcthcr with the others
which had failed through “a very confined
channel towards the fort, came to anchor
near the entrance of the Demararx river, having
the fort, alfo a Dutch frigate, and a number of
'{hipping in full view before them, o

This was a more unhappy.accident than
the breaking loofe of the boats with artillery
ftores, and might havk proved of ferious con-
fequence, as the trocps were compelled to re-
main until the next flood of tide, being equally

_unable either to reach the thore, or to re-
turnv . :
In the events of this day we had a fur-
thet proof of the extreme uncerdainty of mili-
tary operations, more particularly when con-
nefted with, or dependent upon maritime
anovements, In the morping we had every
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profpe& of feeing the troops on thore, the fort
taken, and the whole affair decided before we .
flept : but, in the evening, chagrin and difap-
pointment, only, were our lot : the great ex-
peQations of the day havmg ended in bring-
ing fome of the fhips to an anchor off the
mouth of the river, and placing’ the troops in
an unhappy diléemma, from which it was out
of the power of man to extricate them, until
the unerring operations of nature fhould fend
back the waters of the ocean to their relief.

< .

* The fhips were anchored fo near the river
as to prevent the efcape of any of the enemy’s
veflels, and the troops on board were ordered
td lie on their arms,. upon deck, during the
night, to prevent a ﬁirprize and to be inreadi-
nefs to a&t againft the- fort, at any hour they
might be- called upon.

At eight o’clock in the morning the flag
of truce which had been fent off to the fort re-
turned. Due fecrecy was of courfe obferved
regarding the reply: and prefently the boat
was again difpatched to the fort: but’ as’ the
little fchooner fleet was ordered to return to
the ﬂnps, at'the flood of nde, ‘iaftead of pro-
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‘ceeding to land the' troops ; and as no orders
were given to advance to the attack of the
fort, it was prefumed that the anfwer had not
been. hoftile.

Between 10°and 11 o'clock the flag
of truce again returned, and it was .then
announced that the capitulation was accept-
ed, and that the fort was immediately to fur-
render to our troops. A party was according-
ly detached, tn take pofleflion of a poft agreed
upon, and tke whole garrifon’ was to march
out at 4 o’clock. Confequently by evening
we found ourfelves fully eftablithed in Fort
William Frederic, the ftrongeft, and indeed
the only defence of the colony.

Notwithftanding our f{tri& obfervance of
cleanlinefs, and all our care to prevent dif-
feafe, I am forry to remark, that numbers of
the foldiers fe|l fick on the paffage : but in
mentioning this 1 ought to obferve that the
3oth and ggqth regiments were moftly
compofed of draughts from various other
young regiments, confifting principally of old
men, and unfeafoned boys,"who had been col-
lected together, not according to the beft regu-

-
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lations of the recruiting fervice ; and alfo, that
multitudes of them had been fick on the paf-
fage from Cork to Barbadoes, confequently
many (of thofe now ill) are only fuffering from
a relapfe of former difeafe.

It is worthy of remark that, although
upon the paflage, pot a morning had paffed
without a confiderable number being reported
for the fick-lift, we had not one new patient
the day it was Intended to make the landing ;
but, on the contrary, the lift of the preceding
day* was diminithed. The fpirit of attack
feemed to operate as a{pecific remedy. Many
altually recovered, and were allowed to join
their companies. Othegs ftole off, without re-
porting themfelves, fearful the do&ors thould
not allow that they were well enough to be‘re-
ported efficient: and others, far too weak to
bear arms, feebly crawled from under the
awning of the quarter-deck, which Had been
converted into a fick ward for their accommo-
dation, and begged of me to permit them to
go on fhore to join their comrades in the battle.
The idea of going into aion proved a more
falutary ftimulus than could be found in the
whole of the London or’ Edinburgh. Pharma-
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copeeia ; and, firange to add, the found of the
deftrutive cannon promifed to be a more
- healing balm, then the mildeft emollient pre-
fcribed by the do&ar.

In. adverting t6 the country, from whence
1 addrefs you; I may remark that circum-
ftances attended our landing, which were not
the moft calculated to create a favorable im-
preflion of the colony. The morning had
been clouded, and, it becoming wet, we were
completely drenched with rain in the boats,
and then fet on fhore in the' midft of a heavy
fhower. From the landing-place we had
‘pearly a mile to-walk to the town; and fuch a
walk, perhaps, could nog have beenfoundinany
other country—Holland excepted. From the
nature of the road it was almoft impoffible to
maintain ourfelves upon our feet for a fingle
ftep. Fatigued by heat, we had to drag along
in the rain, either ancle-deep in mud, or flip-
ping and {liding about upon a wet furface of
clay. -

We arrived at the town in a fadly
drenched and befpattered condition ; but here
* we found eur feet relieved by ftepping on a
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narrow caufeway, paved with fmall hricks put
edgewile into the ground. This was a glad -
change to our trembling limbs, and now, from
requiring lefs heed ta our fteps, and the rain
ceafing, we had an opportunity of looking
round us to obferve the gendral appearance of
the town and the country. Icould have fan-
cied myfelfin Holland. The land appeared a8
one wide flat interfected with dykes and canals
~—the roads mere banks of mud and clay,
thrown from the ditches at their fides—and the
houfes bedaubed and pamted in tawdry colors,
like Dutch toys, giving the whole a ﬁnkmg
refemblance to the mother cpuntry

The town is ﬁmply,_ twq long raws of.
houfes, built very di&ant from each other, with
a wide green in the mlddle, by way of ftreet.
It is more thana mile in length running in- a-
line from the 'river back to the foreft—the
moft inconvenient. form perhaps. that counld:
have been contrived, as it throws moft of: the:
houfes far away from the river, and deprives
them of the great’advantages, for trade, which
they. might haveé had by erefting the houfes
parallel with- the courfe of. the water. To.
remedy. this. defe canals. and ditches: have-
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been cut,at the backs of the houfes, which are

“perhaps the worft poffible neighbours the in-
habitants could have near them, for be-
ing “filled with mud, and all the filthy drain-
ings of the town, and only partially emptied
by the reflux of the tide, they become highly
offenfive, add tend to gencrate difeafe. The
caufeway of bricks is cantinued throughout
the whole length of the town; but the car-
riage way, like the road we travelled from the
fort, is of mere clay and mud.

We could not difcover any place bearing
the appearance of an inn or hotel, but, two
other officers and myf{elf had the good fortune
to meet an Englifh {éttler, in the fireet, who
very kindly condu&ed us to his houfe, and,
with great hofpitility, not only provided us
with the .means of drying our clothes, and
cleaning our perfons, but, alfo, fet before us
fome fine Dutch herrings, with wine, punch,
and other refrefhments,

After waiting upon the 'General, at the
government houfe, I loft no fime in proceed-
ing upon duty ; and, without delay, went out
in fearch of fome building to convert into an
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hofpital, or place of accommodation for our fick.
This would have led to a new journey, by
way of the wet and flippery road, to the
fort ; but, among the happy events of the,day,
fortune threw me in the path of another gen-
tleman refiding in the towh, who, upon ob-
ferving me fcrambling through the mud and
clay, infifted upon my taking his boat and
flaves to convey me to the fort, by way .of
the river, afluring me that to walk it might
be a dangerous excefs of fatigue; and, fur-
ther, direing his negroes to wait, and bring
me* back, to his houfe, to dinner. Perhaps
T was little inclined to refufe, but it had
been difficult to refift the prefling civility
with which the accommodation was of-
fered, accordingly I accepted the boat, and,
afterwards, returned and ate of boiled fowl,
and a roafted kid. During dinner the friendly
invitation was ‘extended to a réqueft, almoft
amounting to a demand, from both the gen-
tleman and lady of the table, that I would
make that houfe my home fo long as the fer-
‘vice fhould require my continuance at Sta-
broek. Thus‘has fortune, at once, eftablithed
me in good quarters in the enemy’s country,

7
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without a billet, and even without the trouble
of fecking them.

* Poor Carrol the furgeon, who accom-
panied our ftaff, having been directed to pro-
teed with the troops, who were to have landed
previous to the {urrender of the fort, is, un-
happily, a fevere fufferer from long expofure to
heat in the boat. After being away upwards
of thirty hours he returned to the Grenada,
with 2 very alarming attack cf h#mate-
mefis *. He lcft us yelterday mornmg in
firong and florid health, ctnd is, to-day,
brought back with a death- like pallor of coun-
tenance, and in a flate of almoft inconceivable
debility and exhauftion. A veffel having 1up«
tured in the ftomach he vomits up pure blood
in furprifing quantities.

With a faint and languid, but moft pe-
betrating look,he caft his eye up to me, and in®
a faultering voice exprefled himfelf confcious of

'the very imminent peril of his fituation, affur-
ing me that he was well aware how few hours
he had to live, 4nd requefting me to take his

* Vomitifig of blood.

3
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pocket-book and money into my pofieflion;
and to fee that his property was difpofed of;
after his death, as he had dire@ed. Never
perhaps was witnefled a more interefting, ot
more affli®ing fcene ! Yoy will form to your-
felf the beft reprefentation of it by placing
before your imagination a dead corpfe, and
fancying its pale lips to move, while its funk
flattened eye turns, feebly, towards you.

But I do not wholly defpa.u' of his re-
covery. Being now placed in an eafy and
fettled pofition, with the fhip quietly at an-
chor, I am not without the hope that the
bleeding and vomiting may ceafe, in whi¢h
cafe he might probably be recovered from the
extreme debility occafioned by the great quan«
tity of blood already loft.
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LETTER XI.

A detachment of, the expedition proceeds to Berbifche. Scarcity
of frefb provifions. Autior foreflals the market. Purchafes
a bafket of pines.  Conduc? of thg Captain of a I'rench pri-
wateer—of another vepublican citizen.  Healthy appearance
of the colenifls. Demarara not lefs falubrious than the
.iflands.  Country flat, and like Holland.  Auther vifits a
coffee plantation. Alluring groves and avenues of fruit
trees. Authon ftverely attacked by their kocpers. Welcomed
by a kind nymph of the grove, and prefented with the, gar-
den’s golden fruit. Meets a flave with a load of oranges.
Obtains leave from Mynkeer Mcertens 1o gather fruit for the
Jick foldiers. Events favorable to the gratification of Eu-
ropean curiofity. A fale of flaves. Parties of Iudians.
Author bas a flave placed at bis elbow during dinner. Is
complimented avith one at his bedchamber door.  Commence-
ment of the awet _/E'q/'an Weftern bofpitality not confined to
Barbadees. Author folicited to purchafe a female Slawve.
Remarks of a lady on lwmring‘ the cries of a flave under
punifbment. Prize money,
¢ -
Demarara, April 28./

HAVING fecure pofleflion of the colony of
Effequibo and Demarara, a divifion of our
armament has been detached to the attack of
.the adjoining fettlement of Berbifche, which
_ {eparates us from Surinam.



177 (

The whole of the coaft not being yet
cleared of its wild woods, no regular road is
gftablithed between the two colonies, although
Demarara and Berbilche lie contiguous td each
other ; and hence thxs, like moft of pur ex-
peditions, is expofcd to all the uncertamtxes of
the wind and the ocean. The' troops were
embarked on board fmall floops and fchooners;
calculated for the fhallow waters of this muddy
coaft ; and it is. expected that they will reach
Berbifche to-morrow evening, ‘or the follow-
ing morning, the diftance between the two
great rivers, which give names to the colo-
nies, being but liftle more than twenty’

leagues. .

We are taught that it will not be poffible
to procure freth animal provifions in thefe
colonies, in the quantity neceflary for the
army: but it is fuggefted that we may obtain’
a fupply from the Spaniards, "who have great
numbgrs of wild cattle, in the ifland of Tri-
nidady; and uppn the neighbouring.coaft of
Oronoko, - Vegetables and fruits we find,
here, in great plenty. ‘The market, as at. Bara
badoes, is held un Sugday, and is fupplxed
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by means of what the negroes either gmw,
or fteal.- .

Being anxious to provide for the fick,

in the :beft way opr fupply would admit, I
became, on Sunday laft, quite a foreftaller of
the market. Taking with me a party of
flives, and of orderlies from the hofpital, we
went, at an early hour, to the fpot where the
negroes ufually affemble with tkeir loads ; and
finding that very few had arrived, we walked
out to the different roads, leading to the town,
and, there, made our purchafes in the grofs,
as we chanced to meet the fupplies on their
way to the market,

I know not whether you will hold this
foreftalling and monopoly to be juftifiable ;
but I felt it confiftent with my duty to the
fick; and if any of thofe who were well ex-
periented a difappointment at the market, in
confequence of it, my confolation was, that
they would be much better able to fupply
themfelves, by other means, ¢han the poor
fuffering obje@ts for whom I had to pro-
vide.
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Perhaps it is profeflional, but it has ever .
been a principle, with me, to exert my firft
care for thofe who are in ficknefs, confcious
that thofe in  health will fuffer lefs from oc-
cafional deficiency: and the gratification T
experience in feeing the poor obje@s, who are
looking up to me, well fupplied and content-
ed, reconciles all djfficulties, while it affures
me that the maxim is corret.

Not ha.vir;g frefh animal provifions, an
ample fupply of vegetables is, abfolutely, ne-
ceflary to diminifh the faltnefs of the broths,
and mefles, which we are compelled to pre-
pare, from barrelled beef and pork, for the
fick. Had my purchafe, therefore, engroffed
every yam and potatoe of the market, feel-
ings of humanity, no lefs than imperious ne-
ceffity, would have fantioned the monoply.

It will, perbaps, furprize you to learn
that, among our marketings, 1 purchafed a
large bamper of pines, nearly as heavy as
a negro could carry, for, only, the {mall fum
of three bits. On counting them over, I
found that I had feventeen fine large pines °
for only fifteen-pence, being fomewhat lefe

N2
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than a penny each. Ithought to London ! and
withed I could fend yoy a waggon-load.

**I.muft not omit telling you that,
among the veflels, lying in the river at the
time of our approach, was a French privateer,
COumianded.by a furious revolutionary citizen
of the great Republic—(fans-cullsttes de la pre-
miere claffe—who, in all the rage of wild de-
mocracy, refolved not to ftrike his flag to the
“ Tyrant-Englifb ! Seeing no poffibility of
failing from the harbour, without being taken,
hé ran his veflel as far as poffible up the
river, and; there, funk her. One of our
fchooners béing fent in purfuit of her, found
the veflel, with only her mafts above water ;
the crew having gone on fhore, in the boat
1o feck their elcape, through the wild woods,
leaving 2 moft infolent and abufive letter in a
bottle, tied to the maft-head. This fpecunen
of gafconade, and republican fcurrility, be-
gan “ You d——d inf—1 rafcals,” and, being
continued in low and vulgar .abufe, went on
to affure us that, on our retusn to the iflands,
the brave Victor Hugues would: “ teach us the
valour.of #rue republicaps.”
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We are not without the hgpe of “being
able to raife the privateer, and make her ufeful ;
and it is extremely doubtful whether her defpe-
rate citizen-commander may find it poffible'to
traveele the wopds to any place of fecurity. - It
feems far more probable that he may be com-
pelled to take fhelter in fome remote part, , either
of the colony of Demarara, or Berbifche ; -and
that it may, yet, be his fortune to feck the
clemency of thofe whom his folly and temerity
have led him fc grofsly, and unjuftly, to revile®.

“In the town of Stabroek, likewife, we
found another viclent republican, whofe rath
and revolutionary zeal outran all the bounds
of difcretion. This was ‘@ citizen who for-
merly held a kind of tavern, or publi¢ houfe,
in Stabroek: and although he was, entirely,
in, our power, policy did not lead this man to’
the concealment, nor even the moderate ex-
preflion of his mifchievous fehtiments. ke
not -only’ avowed, but fought to ipculcate
the moft. violent and -r¢volutionary princi-
ples; and althgugh hé had much caufe of
diftrefs, from domeftic affliction, he could not

* He fell into difeafe, and ched before he reachcd 'the
colony of Surinam,

‘N3
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refift the . pleafure of grofsly abyfing the
“ Engli ifb ariffocrats,” and indulging in loud
political declamation! His wife had died the"
very evening the Dutch garrifon furrendered,
but the colony becoming fubje& to the "mo-
narchical Lnglifb,” was deeper grief to this
modern.fecling—this  high-patriot republican,
than the lofs of his better-felf ! Next morning
the corpfe of his deceafed -wife was carried
to a fhort diftance out of the town, and this citi-
zen leveller, . without prayer or lamentation,
committed the body of his late partner “to
«««...thecrabs” Rehglon, and even its
forms feem to be, here, difpenfed with, for
they have nelther a place of wortfhip, nor of
interment. Citizen M— followed his poor
unlamented wife fo the fields, and there con-
figned her to a hole in the earth, uttering his
grief in loud curfes againft .. ........ the
ariftocrats ! :

A few days. fince I had an opportunity
of dining in company with' feveral of the
planters of this colony, who have eftatés upon
the fea-coalt ; and I could not but remark a
ftriking difference between thefe gentlemen,
.and thofe who, conftantly, refide in Stabroek,
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or in Bridge-town ; compared to whom they
would feem the more robuft ihhabitasits of a
temperate climate. Both in countenance and
in general ftamina, they are very unlike the
fallow cache&ic-looking fubjects of the towns.
To find any of the colonifts of (o firong and
healthy appearance, was matter of gratification
to me, having been imprefled with a contrary
expeQation, from the. very difcouraging re-
ports I had heard regarding thefe fettlements.

From all thas I had collefted upon the
fubje& Thad underftood it tobe a very gene-
rally received opinion at Barbadoes, and the
neighbouring iflands, that the climate upon the
coaft of Guiana was, f{ingularly, unhealthy:
but the appearance of the, gentlemen alluded
to is fufficient to refcue it from a prejudice
fo unwarranted. ]udgmg, indeed, from what
I have yet feen, there feems no caufe to be-
‘lieve that the air of this coa® is fraught with
any thing of peculiar infalubrity ; or that it
is, in anydegree, more noxious than the atmo-
fphere of the dlands

An opportunity hgs, alfo, occurred to me
of viewing the general face of*the colony, b\;

N 4.
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making a ride of {ome miles into the country,
~ in an open carriage ; but, without attempting
to give you a more minute defeription, at pre-
' {fent, I may, fimply, confirm the remark I made
,at our firft coming on fhore—~that the whole
"of the land is one wide-extended plain, thickly
covered with°cotton-buthes, and every where
interfeted, with ditches and canals, like the
low territory of Holland. o :

I have, likewife, made a vifit of curiofity
to a coffee pluntation, near the town, where
I faw an extenfive difplay of the riches and
luxuriancy of the foil of Guiana. This eftate
differs from the wide, fields upon the coaft,
" onlyin being a flat furface of coffee, inftead of
cotton ; but it is rendered rich and inviting,
from bemg traverfed with green walks, thaded
with fine rows of trees, whofe loaded branches
bend under the various fpecies 6f tropical
frults, ferving, a¢ the fame time, to dehght the®
eye, regale the olfactorics, and refreth the
“palate. A pleafant path, more than a mile in
- length, ‘and of fufficient width_ for carriages,
" leads down the middle of the eﬁate, the fides
 being decorated with mangoes, ‘oranges, ava-
gata pears, and amany other kinds of fruit,
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- Crofling this walk, near the centre, isa-
thick grove of many hu'ndx{eds of orange trees;
clad in 4ll the variety of umbrageous foliage,
fragrant bloffloms, unripe green and .ripe
golden fruit.

L
* -

In the genial climate of Ebrope, under.
the mild fun and foft breezes of England,
how delightful would be fields or gardens
thus planted, and how -gratefully—how ex-
quifitely enjoyed! But, here, under the
fcorchings of a torrid fun, while the eye,
and the olfactories, and the _szlate are re-
galed, the tortured fenfe of feeling precludes
every poffibility of enjoyment. If expofed to
the open fun, the excefs of heat produces in-
fupportable languor and - fatigue—and if you
feek the prote&ing {hade of the fruit trees, you
are, there, tormented with the fharp bitings of
myriads of mufquitoes,

: Y .
Invited by the grateful odour, and think-
ing to enjoy the cool fhade, I left the broad
and, heated pagh, to ramble in the fweet ave-
nues of the orange grove, but ere my foot.
had traced it fecond ftep in the cool grafs,’
I was befet by the thoufand Rings of hoftile
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keepers, fciarcely lefs fierce or lefs watchful,
than the fleeplefs guardian of the delicious
fruits of the Hefperides ; and, it requiring more
than°the power of Hercules to fubduethem, I
“foon difcovered that my beft remedy was a
hafty ‘retreat. '

In my efcape I experienced more courte-
ous fare; for, upon turning from the grove,
a gentle nymph, who had efpied me from the
manfion, approached, in graceful ftep, to bid
me welcome’; nor did fhe withhold, like the
Hefperian mgaids, the garden’s golden f)rc-
duce; but, kindly, prefented me with its
fweeteft, choiceft fruits. In plain terms a very
fine mulatto woman of the houfe, fecing me
walking, and obferving. me to be a ftranger,
came out, with a plate of the {weeteft oranges
.of the. grove, and, inviting me to éat, with
much gracefulnef; and urbanity, kmdly bade
me welcome, * ‘

Prefently afterwards I met a robuft negro
carrying a heavy bafket of fruit upon his
head, and afking him how they difpofed of
the immenfe numbefs of oranges growing
~upon the eftate, he replled “ gib 'em to de
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neighbours, Maffa.” My mind, agdin, hurried
to my friends in England, and Iwifhed I could
convey to you "a dozen chefts as frefh, and as
fragrant as they were, then, before my eye..
Although in this with I ‘could not hope to be
gratified, it occurred'to me, that to many of
my countrymen, not fo far diftant, they might
prove highly grateful and refrefhing; therefore, .
availing myfelf of the information, I wrote to
Mynheer Meertens—the attorney of the eftate,
and have obtained permdﬁon to gather baf-
kats of oranges-for the fick foldxcrs, whenever
I pleafe. To have had this the refult of my
‘walk, I could have extended it to the extrem-
eft depth of the grove, although the fangui-
nary mufquitoes had intoxicated themfelves
- with deep draughts from my veins.

I fhould feel it an unworthy omiffion not
to give you a copy of Mynheer Meerten’s
obliging note to the manager, after reading my
requeft. It was as follows: “ Monfr. Keller,
4 P’habitation ‘Vleflingen aura la. bonté de pro-
curer, de tenfs en tems, pour les militaires quf
font malades, les fruits tels qu'ils s’y trouvent.
Il obhgera, fon trcs humble ferviteur. .

. A, MEERTENSS,
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During the few days, fince our arrival
here, events and circnmftances have occurred,
asif they had been planned for the gratifica-
tion of our curiofity, or defigned exprefsly to
place before us what was, likely to be moft
ftriking to Europeans.

. Already have we witnefled the HKumilia-
ting, but very interefting fight of a cargo of fc-
veral hundreds of human fubje@s being land-
ed from a {lavé-thip, and expofed to public
fale; and on ‘the other haad, naked beings,
who range in the utmoft freedom of human
nature, have prefented themf{elves in crowds to
our obfetvation—parties of copper-coloured
Indians,-from the wild woods, haying come
down the river in_ their canoes to vifit the
town. Ithas alfp chanced to occur to me to
be addiefled by an unhappy flave, ftrongly en-
tréating me to purchafg her from her mafter ;
and 1 have furthér witnefled with furprife, the
more than apathy, .perhaps I might fay, the
cxultanon of a white lady, on hearing the cries
of a negro {uffering under the whip. :Like-
wife the honor has been done me of. ha’vmg
2 young flave placed by my elbow at dinner.
tjme, with a fragrant bough to defend me from
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the flies ; and I have been complimented witha
negro to fleep at my bed-room door, in order
to be in readinefs—in cafel thould require him
to beat off the mufquitoes, or 16 bring me any
thing in the night. L.

Tt proves that we are here ]u& in time to
witnefs the fetting in of the rainy feafon ; it hav-
ing announced itfelf by the falling of heavy
fhowers almoft every md_rning fince our land-
ing: and, amidft all the. other delights and
novelues of this moment, I muft not forget
to note, to you, that I now experience the
fiery fenfation of having my whole {kin thxck-
ly befet with prickly heat.

We find that the Weftern code of hofpi-'
tality,-fo prominent at Barbadoes, is not con-
fined to that ifland. It extends equally to
the coalt of South America. . The planters,
whom I have had the pleafure to meet at
Stabroek, have invited me, in the moft cordial 1.
manner, to thgir feveral homes, oﬁ'ermg me
‘every accomrgodationt” at ;helr plantations i
the country, whenever T. -may find time to
vifit them, -
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Inclination firongly impels me to avail
mylelf of fo pleafant a method of feeing, and
acquiring a knowledge of the golony ; but, at
prelent, the calls of duty are too urgent to al-
low the abfence of a fingle day; and as itis
intended that [ fhall return with the General,
to head quarters, in order to proceed to St.
Domingo, I thall probably have to lament the
impoflibility of embracing the occafion offered
to me of better knowing Demarara, and its hof-
pitable inhabitants.

I fhould tell you that the poor unhagpy
flave, who came to me to entreat, that I would
purchafe her, was a very decent young wo-
man, here termed a * houfe-wench *.” The
hardfhips and ill treatment fhe had fuffered,
had created, fhe faid, fuch an entire diflike to
‘her prefent home, that if the could find no
« good Ma/fa” who would buy her, fhe had re-
folved to try and efcape from her mifery by
runnmg away. The poor creature thuddered
" as fhe mentioned this expedient, fenfible that
Af fhe Thould be retaken, her fuﬂ'enngs, great
as they were, would be fadly multlphed. Still
_fhe declared fhe was ﬁrmly refolved to hazard

« * A domefticflafe~not fcnt to work in the ficlds.
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the attempt, rather than continue her prefent
wretched life, hopelefs of relief. ‘

She wept as fhe fpake, and the heavy
tear {fwelled on her ebon cheek as fhe related
the feverities to which fhe had been fubje@ed.
Her tale was at once interefting‘and diftrefl-
ful. It needed nnt the aid of eloquence to
move compaffion. * The fimple narration of
the hardfhips impofed, and the punithment. in-
fliGted for only trivial faults, inltantly reached
the feelings, and in {trong appeal®begat a new
regret that whole hofts of human creatures,
for the of lucre a few of their fellow. beings,
differing only in the colour of their fkin,
thould be degraded to a fituation, which, not
only deprives them of the command of their
perfons, but, allp, robs them of all the powers of
will.

Divefted of every right,‘a flave has no
redrefs,—not even againft the bittereft wrongs :
however opprefled—however injured he has
no refource—np means of relief! Not having
the power of changing his home, he has no
efcape from ill ufage or cruelty ; buit is con-

‘ 8 .
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demned to travel the long journey of life in
.hopelefs difcontent.

T <
»

*The" corporal punifhment of flaves is {o
frequent, that inflead of exciting the repug-
nant fenfations, felt by Europeans on firft
witnefling it, fcarcely does it produce, in the
breafts of thofe long accuftomed to the Weft
Indies, even the flighteft feeling of compaflion.
The lady Thaveabove alluded to appearsof good
natural difpofition, and in no degree difpofed
to general cruelty ; but the frequency of the
fight has rendered her eallous to its common
influence upon the feelings. Being one morn-
ingat her houfe, while fitting in converfation,
we fuddenly heard the loud cries of a negro
fuffering under the¢ whip. Mrs, —— exprefled
furprize on obferving me fhudder at his
{hrieks, and you will believe thatI was in ute
ter aftonithment to find her treat his fuﬂ'ermgs |
as matter of amufement. It proved that the
punithment proceeded from the arm of the
lady’s hufband, and fell upon bne of her own
flavés ; and, ¢an you- believe that on learning
this, fhe exclaimed with a broad {mile, “ Aha !
it will'do him good ! a little wholefome flagel~
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latiori will refrefh him.—It will fober him,—It
will open his fkin, and make him alert. If
Y— was to give it them all; it would be of
fervice to them !” .

I could not co:riphment the lady upon her
humanity. The loud clang of the whip con-
tinued, and the poor imploring negro as loud-
ly cried ©“ Ob Maffa, Maffa—God a’'mighty—
God blefs you Maffa! I beg you pardon! Ob !
Maffa, Oh! I beg you pardon’! 0Ob! God
a’'mighty—God blefs you I”—Still the whip
founded aloud, and fill the lady cried * Aye,
it’s very neceffary !”

Prefently I learned that this unfortunate
flave was punifhed for drynkennefs, having
become intoxicated, in confequence of his
miftrefs treating him with money to buy
tum. I could not but remark that in fuch cafe
it doubly became her to petmob her hufband,
in behalf of the poor man ; oblerving, that at
all events, it myft be quite ufelefs to punifh
him, while he vgas in a ftate not to be fenfible
of the crime. To this the ender lady replied,

-t Ayebut if Y— was to {pare him till morn«
ing he wouldn’t give it him then !”
VOL. 1I, . -
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Such is the effe® of habit in fubduing
even our moft amiable feelings. Could this
lady have known how much her remarks de-
formed her, policy had, no doubt, led to a dif-
ferent expreflion, although humanity had not
taught, nor habit allowed her to feel a different
fentiment !

Let me afk you, my friend, what you would
fay were you to fee me return home as rich
as a Weft India planter, or an Eaftern Nabob ?
Know that fanguine whifper fondly augments
the value of our captured prdperty to upwards
of £20o,co0! What if I thould chance to
{hare to a weighty amount, and, in the event
of our.proceedingto new conquefls, return to
my friends with....... a Benjamin fack!
We hear of various fhips, of extenfive ftores,
of large eftates, and of whole gangs of flaves,
all public property, to be confifcated for the
benefit of the c4ptors. Knowing with what f2-
cility prize money finds its way into the fol-
dier’s pocket, you will fmile at the riches of
your friend, thus acquired ;, and, perhaps,
would deem it a hazardous fpeculation to-offer
a 5 note for my whole fhare of ptofits.
Still, being hefe, in the diretion of a--depart-
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ment, I am really told, that I ought to calcu-
late upon receiving a fum by no means defpi-
cable. My expetations, however, do not run
very high, being aware of the clofe meltings,
which fuch kind of property ufually undergoes,
before it becomes {ufficiently reﬁned for the
pockets of the caprors *.

* It proved that confiderable property was aCtually con-
demned and fold ; but not the fmalleft dividend has yet
been paid to thofe entitled toit. ....... January 1806.
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‘" LETTER XIL

Barbadoes the metropolis of the Wefl Indies. News, lettersy
and tidings of the army reach " Guiana, wvid, Barbadses.
Great body of the armament fails from Carlifle bay.. Sir
Hugh Chriftiap arrives at Barbadoes.  Celony of Berbifche

JSurrenders to the Englifb. Roads of mud and clay. Dutch
, cuifine better than the Englifbe Dutch devoted to the plea-
Jures of the table. Slaves fent to cut grafs for fule. Runifb-
ment of a flave.  Author and a party make an excurfon to
My. Opporn’s. Vifit to Mr. Dougan’s. Happy condition
. of Mr. Dougan’s flaves : of Mr. Ofborn’s. Negroes
in the Weft Indies fit round a fire in the evening, Muf-
quitoes and fire flies.

L}

Stabrock, May, 6. -,

Pxrviousto giving you theintelligence which
reaches us at this place, it were fit to inform
you that the ifland of Barbadocs is now Be-
come, as it were, thé London of the Weft In-
dies—the great capital to wkich we anxiouf-
ly look for events, and for news. Removed
to a greater diftance from you, and without -
any dire& commupication, we feemh depen-~
dent upon this fub-metropolis ; and we learn

9 .
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the tidings of England, of Europe, é:f the Weft
India Iflands, and of the great body of our ar-
my, only as conveyed to us, indireétly, vid
Barbadoes. T

Two veflels have arrived from thence,
and by thefe we learn that the *‘Commander
in chief, and the troops did not fail until the
21t of April, being fix days after the time we
left Barbadoes. It was not publicly known
whether they had gone againft Guadaloupe, or
St. Lucie; but, from all the circumftances of the
ardiament, it feems now to be the current ‘opi-
nion that Guadaloupe is not likely to be attack-
ed during this campaign,

We are told that Admiral Chriftian arriv-
ed juft before the troops failed from Barbadoes,
bringing with him twenty-feven fail of vef-
fels, the remnant of the immenfe fleet with
which he originally failed, ¥ the month of
November : and it now appears that the thips
which were in ﬁght off Carlifle bay, at the
time we left it, were only a divifion of the
convoy, and that the Adriiral did not reach
Barbadoes until fome time after,

\ o 3
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We hear that the colony of Berbifche has
furrendered to the troops detached from hence;
but the intelligence is not yet officially con-
firmed.

. You willnot envy our walks in the neigh-
bourhood of' Stabroek, when I tell you that
the wet feafon is now completely fet in, and
that, from the whole foil being of pure mud
and clay, we can fcarcely move a ftep from the
door without being ancle-deep. Such roads
furely were never feen ; and, not yet having
an opportunity of purchafing a horfe, I‘am
daily eompelled, cither to walk up to mid-leg
in wet clay, or to drag my. limbs through a
path fiill deeper in mud.

Can you beliéve that, when dining a few
days fince- with a party of gentlemen, at Sta-
broek, I fhould have heard it aflerted that we
had ncthing goad in England but - - -- - beef '»
It was the opinion ‘of a Dutchman ; and [ felt
fome furprize,on hearing {everal of my cm'mtry-
men add, that the Dutch have certainly a bet-
fer knowledge of the good things of the table,
poflefs more of them, prepare them better, and
are more devotgd to tht pleafures of the board
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than the Englith. I wifhed for.{ome of our
gouty friends, or our generous and portly citi-
zens of Londom, to debate the queftion. The
palm had not then, perhaps, been tacitly fur-
rendered. More of ftews and hathes they
may have, but it were difficult to convince an
Englifhman that they have better food, or fon-
der ftomachs *.

Something of novelty—{cenes and events
different from -all we have been’ accuftomed to
in Europe, occur almoft daily *to our obfer-
vafion ; butl am afraid of falling into a tedious
tautology by detailing them to you as they
chance to arife: yet.I like to give you
them as they occur; for, fhould I wait to
comprefs them under régular and appropri-
ate heads, you might never have them at all ;
or they might be divefted of the only merit
they poffefs—that of being frefh trom the
immediate feelings of a firft+impreffion: I,

* Tlte author is aflured by a friend, who has long refided
among the Dutch, ghat the citizens of Amfterdam are more
pampered than thofe of London—-that they beftow more
attentiorr refpeQing the preparation of their food=—that
good eating and good codking are more ftudied, and that
the making of feafoned difhegis more a bufinefs among the
Hollanders. ‘

o4 .
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therefore, procéed.in my own way to tell
you that, fince the date of my laft letter, I
have been witnefs to a gentleman calling -up
one of his flaves, into the breakfaft room, and
giving him orders to go with three others into
the fields, the high-ways, or the woads, and,
" cut grafs, to'fell in the town, charging him
to recollet that it was at the pain of a ¢ good
flogging” if they did not each bring him
home four bits * at night, and adding, by
way of encouragement, that, if they could
gain more, they might keep the furplus for
themfelves. They went out, each taking 3
long Knife and a ftring, and returned, punc-
tually, in the evening. with the fixteen bits,

Unfortunately I am now enabled to
fpeak of the punifiment of a flave, which
was far more fevere than that mentioned in
my laft letter ; and, I am forry to add, attend-
ed with fimilaf marks of infenfibility, and'
want of feeling, on the part of a white femgle.
Happening to call one morningupon a lady at
Stabroek, in company with feveral Europeans
who had been my fellow-paflengers hither,

® About 16 8d. fterling. -
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we were fcarcely feated before we heard the
bleeding clang of the whip, and the painful,
cries of a poor wnfortunate black. The lady
of the houie, more accuftomed to fcenes of
flavery than ourfelves, pointing to the fpot,
as if it were a pleafant ﬁgﬁt for ﬁrangess, or
fomething that might divert us, afked, with ap-
parent glee, if we faw them ¢ flogging the
pegre 2 Truly we faw the whole too clearly.
- A poor unhappy {lave was ftretched out naked,
upon the open ftreet, tied downt with his face
to the ground befoge the fifcal’s door, his two
leg$ cxtended to one ftake, his arms’ firained
out, at full length, to two others in form of
the lettcr Y, and, thus fecured to the earth,
two ftrong-armed drivers *, placed at his fides,
were cutting his bare ﬂcm, by turns, with
long heavy-lathed wlups, which, from the
found, alone, without feeing the blood that
followed, conveyed the idea of tearing away
picces of fleth at every ftroke.*

,(.Ionﬁﬂent with the freedom, and im-

* Slaves fo ternted from being promoted to the diftin.
guithed office of following their comrades, upon all occa=

fions; with a whip at their backs, as an Englifh carter fo]-
lows his horfes.
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partiality I.have always obferved in offering
you my “ notes,” Iam extremely happy to be
able to relieve you from this painful fcene, by
prefenting to you one of a very oppefite nature
—one in which I'am fure every feeling of your
heart will warmlir participate. A party of
recently arrived Europeans went by invitation
to dine at * Arcadia”—the plantation of a Mr.
Ofborn, about eight miles from Stabroek.
Five flaves were fent, with a handfome cover-
ed boat to fetch us, in which we had a moft
pleafant fail,' about fix miles up the river,
and, then, coming into a canal, which led to
the eftate, we were drawn about two miles
further, by the negroes running at the fide of
the canal, finging all the way, and pulling,
in merry tune, together. On our arrival at
Mr. Ofborn’s, we were prefented with wine,
fruits, and various refrefhments; and, after-
wards, were amufed till dinner-time in view-
ing the coffee piantation, the negro yard, and
the different premifes. At dinner we fhared
all the good things of the colony, and, in the
afternoon, were condu&ed acx;ofs the canal to
vifit the eftate, and happy home of Mr. Dou- .
gan, a neighbour whom Mr. Ofborn had in-
vited to meet us.—Here we found a rich fugar
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plantation bordered with coffee and fruits.
- Leading to the fugar fields, were 'fine rows of
fruit trees, laden with oranges, forbidden fruit,
fhaddocks, and citrons—the fhaddocks, and
forbidden fruit very fuperior to any I had be-
fore tafted, indeed fo exquifite, that perhaps
I might fay they were the fineft fpecies of the
two fineft fruits produced in the whole garden
of nature.

I cannot exprefs to you how much we
were gratified—how peculiarly~we were de-
lighted with all we faw at this happy abode of
Mr. Dougan. The plantation is laid out with
much tafte, and having every advantage of
culture, it exhibits, in high perfe@ion, all the
luxuriancy of a rich tropical eftate.  Ultility,
pleafure, and convenience, ‘are here moft hap-
pily combined. A private canal leads through
the middle of the grounds, and ferves, at once,
for ornament and plcafure, vas well as for
bringing home the copious harvefts of coffee
and fugar.

At its fides are fmooth walks of grafs; and
between thefe and the fugar canes are borders
planted with all the choice gropical fruits,
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rendering a,promenade upon the water, or its-
banks, moft fragrant and inviting, and offering
to the eye and the palate all. the variety of
oranges, fhaddocks, limes, lemons, cherries,
- cuftard apples, ‘cathew apples, avagata pears,
grenadilloes, watsr-lefnons, mangoes, and
" pines.- The'other walks, which traverfe the
plantation, are alfo cool and fragrant avenues
- of fruir trees.

But however great the richnefs, beauty,
and fragranée of the eftate, its canals, and
its walks, ftill T am fenfible that I fhall more
firmly-fecure your attachment to it, by men-
tioning the fimple fa& that, to flavery, it af-
fords ... ..a happy home!

I know not whether, upon any occa-
fion, fince my departure from England, I
_have experienced fuch true and heart-felt plea-
fure as in witnefling the high degree of*
“comfort and happinefs enjoyed by the flaves
. of ,* Profit,” Mr. Dougan not only grants
them many little indulgences, and ftudies
to make them happy, but he generoufly
fofters them with-a father's care; and they,
" fenfible of his tendertefs: towards them, look
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to their revered mafter as a kind apd affe@ion-

“ate parent ; and with undivided—unfophifti~
eated attachmeat cheerfully devote, to him,
their labour and their lives. ‘

Not fatisfied with beftowing upon his
flaves mere food and raiment,”Mr. Dougan
eftablithes for them a kind*of right. He af-
fures to them certain property, endeavors to
excite feelings of emulation among them,
and to infpire them with a {pirit of neatnefs
and order, not gcommonly known among
flaves : and I am happy to add that the effeGs
of his friendly attentions, towards them, are
firongly manifefted in their perfons, their
dwellings, and their general demeanour.—Per-
haps it were not too much to fay, that the
negro yard at ¢ Profit” 'forms one of the
happieft villages within the wide circle of the
globe! The labouring poor of Europe can
attain to no ftate at all adequate to fuch
flavery, for had they equal comforts, ftill
could they never be equally free from care,

The flaves of Mr. Dougan are not only
fed,and clothed, and tenderly watched in fick-
nefs, without any perfonal thought, or con-
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cern, but each has his appropriate fpot of
ground, and his cottage, in which he feels a
right as facred as if fecured to.him by all the
feals and parchments of the Lord High Chan-
cellor of England, and his court.

Happy and contented, the {lave of “Profit”
fees all his wants fupplied. Having never
been in a ftate of freedom, he has no defire
forit. Not having known liberty, he feels not
the privation of it ; norisit within the powers
of his mind either to conceive or comprehend
the fenfe we attach to the term. Were free-
dom offercd to him he would refufe to accept
it, and would only view it as a ftate fraught
with certain difficulties and vexations, but
offering no commenfurate good. Who gib
me for gnyhaam Maffa,” he atks “if fme free
“ Who gib me clothes!” ¢ Who fend me

do&or when me fick ?”

X 1

With induftry a flave has no acquaint-
ance, nor has he any knowledge of the kind
of comfort and independence which derive
from it. Ambition has not taught him that,
m freedom, he might efcape from poverty—
;mr has he any eoncepfion that by improving:
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his intelle&® he might become of higher im-
portance in the fcale of humanity. Thus
circumftanced, to remove him from the quiet
and contentment of fuch a bondage, antl to
place him amidft the tumults and wviciffitudes
of freedom, were but to impofe upon him the
exchange of great comparative happinefs, for
much of pofitive mifery and diftrefs.

From what has been faid you will per-
ceive that to do juftice to the merit of Mr:
Dougan, would require a far more able pen.
His humane and liberal condu& does him
infinite honor; while the richnefs of the
eftate and the happinefs of the flaves loudly
proclaim his attentive concern. We were
pleafed with all around ug, but to witnefs

fo bappy a ftate of flavery gave us peculiar
delight.

The cottages and little gardens of the
negroeg exhibited a degree of neatnefs, and of
plenty, that mjght be envied by free-born
Britons, not of ,the pooreft clafs. The huts
of Ireland, Scotland, France, Germany, nay,
man}, cven of England itfelf, bear no com-
parifon with thefe. In impuMive delight I



268

rah into many of them, fiirprizing the flaves
with an unexpeled vifit, and, verily, I fay
the peafantry of Europe might envy thefe
dwellings of flavery. They moftly confift
of a comfortable fitting room, and a neat,
well-furnithed bed room. In one I obferved
a high bedftead, according to the prefent
European fafhion, with deep mattrefles, all
neatly made up, and covered with a clean
white counterpane ; the bed-pofts, drawers,
and chairs .bearing the high polith of wells

rubbed mahogany. I felt a defire to pillow
my head in this. hut for the night, it not hav-
ing fallen to my lot, fince I left England, to
repofe on fo inviting a couch. The value of
the whole was tenfold augmented by the con-
tented {laves being able to fay—¢all this we
feel to be our own.”

Too often in regarding the countenance
. of a flave, it may be obferved that

¢ Dark melancholy fits, and round her throws
A death-like filence, and a dréad repofe.”

but throughout Mr. Dougan’s happy gang the
more firiking features are thofe of mirtH and
. glee ; for, here, the merry dance and jovial
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fong prevail, and all are v0tar1cs to _]oy and
harmony.

Before the doors of the huts, and around
thele peaceful dwellings were feen great num<
bers of pigs, and poultry, which the flaves are
allowed to ‘raife for their own proﬁt ; and.
“{rom the ftock, thus bred in the negro yard,
the mafter ufually purchafes the provifions of
his table, paying to the negroes the common -
price for which they would fell at the market.

- The condu& .of Mr. Oftorn to his -
flaves, and, indeed, of many others I might
mention, is alfo very highly commendable.
The negroes at Arcadia have much caufe .
_of contentment ; their happinefs and welfare
“heing guarded with a parental care. Were
all rnaﬁers kind and humane as Mr. Dougim,
and his neighbour, flavery. might have few
enemies ;  and the peafants of ’Europe, amidft
their boafted freedom, might figh, in vain, for
the happmefs enjoyed by flaves !

As we were leavmg Mr. Ofborn’s, in the
evenipg, we faw a numerous party of;his
' gang grouped upon their haunches round,
VOL, Il P
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a large fire, feeming to enjoy it as if it relieved
them from freezing cold. Remarking upon
the fingularity of this, with the thermometer
at nearly 80° it was obferved to us that they
required it for roafting their plantains, ftew-
ing their pepper-pot, and preparing their other
little mefles Yor fupper; and, moreover, that
the negroes were always chilly in the evening,
and would be quite comfortlefs without a fire.

Owing to the tide being out, at the time
we returned, there was nor fufficient water in
the canal to admit of our going down in'the
boat, ‘'we, therefore, were compelled to walk
nearly two miles before we embarked. Dur-
ing this walk, we were in danger of being
devoured by thofe annoying infets the muf-
quitoes, which attacked us in fuch daring
hofts that we were obliged to walk with fmall
boughs in our hands, and to continue, the
whole time, béating them from our legs an®

faces. .

The fire flies were, fcarcejy, lefs numerous

than the muiquitces; but, although we were

annoyed by their flying againft us, we fuffcred

no pain from‘them. * They neither tormented
- ! . I
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us with bites, nor ftings—but in fuch myriads
did they dart and play about us that we ap-
peared to be moving in an atmofphere of
twinkling ftars. One piece of coffee, in’ par-
ticular, had its whole furface fo illumined by
thefe infects; as to convey the idea of the field’
being fpréad with a fheet of fire. After we
went into the boat, and had proceeded to-
wards the middle of the river, both fire flies.
and mufquitoes forfook us; and we were,
pleafantly rowed down to the town by four
of Mr. Ofborn’s contented flaves.

P2
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. LETTER XIIL

Terms of capitulation of the colonies on the coaft of Guiana.
v Dutch foldiers enter into the Britifh fervice.  South Ameri-
can Rangerss  Situation of the captured colonies. Beef
brought from the Spanifb woods. Genercfity of fome of the
plariters towards the fick foldiers. Troops on board fbip &
great annoyance to the captain and bis crew. The Grenada
returns to England. My. Porter and family paffengers.
A fale of flaves, Scarcity of ‘mechanics. Extravagant

wages of labour. C'ajZ' of yellow JSever.  Impropriety of the

Lerm < yellow fe-ver

>
.~

I . ' Stabroek, May 8./
ConsisTenT with the order of narrative
t‘you'wi{h me to obferve in offering you my
notes, I may now tell you that the general,
and part of the detachment that accompanied
him, are returned to Demarara, leaving the
g3d regiment, in garnfon, at Berbifche—that
colony havmgcapxtulated upon the fame té*ms
as Effequibo and Demarara.  The commerce
of the colonies is to he directed to the ports
of England; in return for which fhe offers
them prote&tion and,defence: All that con-
cerns the uuhtary proceedings is to ref} with
. the Enghf}z ;. but, ir all t_hat.tcgards the civil
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adminiftration, the cnlomes are to preferve
the eftablithed laws and form of government,
until. the end of the war; and the prefent
Datch governors are not to be removed. *

Under thefe conditions moft of the Dutch
foldiers, who were in garrifon, have confented
to enlift into our fervice, and to a¢t conjointly
with our troops in defence of the colonies.
Wk thus acquire the aid of a corps well fea-
foned to the country, in good difcipline, and
ready, at all momeats, to a& i concert for -
the general benefit of the fettlements.

It is likewife intended to firengthen the
garrifon by forming a corps. of negroes to be
called ¢ The South American' Rangers.” This
will be a valuable addition to our force, as
thefe men are not fubje& to the deblhtatmg'
effe@s of climate, but are moft a&ive in the
greateft heat ; and are capablt of fupporting

the moft fatiguing duties upder the dire& rays
of a vertical fun.

. The Dutczfi colony of Surinam- borders
Berbifche, on our right, and a little further up
the coaft is the French colony of Cayenne. .

P3
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'With fuch reftlefs neighbours about us, we fhalt .
require to be watchful and alert. Qn our left
‘we approach the river Oronoko, and what is
termed the Spanifh main : and not far from the
coaft of Effequibo is the Spanith ifland of Tri-
nidad. From this quarter we hope to procure
beef—from the other we expect only blows.

- A communication is to, be opened di-
re@tly with the Spaniards, in order to nego-
ciate the purchafe of cattle from the woods—
‘which, we are told, they will be glad ta fell
at fix or feven dollars per head. '

We -are now .very much in want of
freth animal provifions; for, fince the time of
our arrival, I have only been able to purchafe
two or three fmall theep, for the ufe of the
hofpital. Bur, as the guardian of the fick, I
owe much gratitude to the gentlemen of the
colony, for fome liberal prefents of beef ahd
mutton, which their humanity has induced
them to fend to the holpital for the comfort of
the fuffering foldiers, ~Two neighbouring
gentlemen, in particular—Mr, T. Cuming,
and Mr. Waterton have the prayers of the
_ fick, and the beft acknowledgments of theix
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attendants, Occafionally they bave fent us
an ox, or a fheep; or have fhared, with the
fick, the beft provifions of their table.

Fruits are given to us from various eftates,
not only by gallons and buthels, but by cart=
loads and boat-loads, at a time ; ‘and, by thefe
generous aids, we have been able to improve
the comforts of the fick, beyond all that money
could have obtained.

Until the 28th of April we continued to
have a fick-ward on board the Grenada but
we have now, to the great joy of Captdin Ri-
chardfon, taken the whole of the men on
thore, and placed them in §hofplta.l at an eftate
called La Bourgade.

Mr Richardfon is a good failor, and,
moreover, a very refpectable man, and of more
improved manners than many df his colleagues.
He is pot only captain of the fhip, but ‘has
alfo m fhare as owner. He frankly tells us
how muoh he’ is reJmced to have done with
us, and affures us that his thip fhall never,
again, while he commands her, be incom-
moded with fuch a trbublefome crowd. I

P4
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can feel what a fad annoyance it muft be to
the mafter of a veflel to be driven out of his
cabin to feek a birth in any hole or corner he -
can flnd, and to have his fhip flowed, for
many weeks, with an ufelefs and helplefs
throng, whe, every moment, interrupt the
working of the veffel, and are, perpetually, in
the way of the tiller and the ropes.

" Being now releafed, the Grenada proceeds
to take in a cargo of cotton or fugar, in order to
return with afl fpeed to England. Her cabin
is alteady engaged by a Mr. Porter, who is
about ta. quit the fatigues of a tropical world,
and to retire to Europe with his family. This
géntlcman was one of the earlieft planters who
ventured to dire& his labours to the cultiva-
tion of the fea coaft, inftead of the banks of
the river, and who has turned his induftry to
a profitable account; his well-merited fuccefg
entbling him to return to England poffeffed
of a very large fortune. |

A few diys ago 1 had the opportunity of
being prefent at a more regular fale, or market
“of flaves than I had feen before, and here I

, witnefled all tite 'heatf-rending diftrefs attend-
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ant upon fuch a fecene. ‘I faw numbers of
our fellow beings regularly bartered for gold,
and transferrcdylike cattle, or any common
merchandife, frqm one poffeflor to another.
It was a fight which European curiofity had
rendered me defirous to behold, although I
‘had anticipated from it only a painful grati-
fication. I may now fay—1 bave feen it!—and
while nature animates my breaft with even the
feebleft {fpark of humanity,Ican never forget it!

The poor Africans, who wére to be fold,
were expofed, naked, in a farge empty build-
ing, like an open barn. Thofe, who* came,
with intention to purchafe, minutely infpe&ted
them ; handled them ; made them jump, and
ftamp with their feet, and throw out their arms
and their legs; .turned them “about; looked
into their mouths ; and, according to the ufwal
rules of traffic with refpe& to cattle, examined
them, and made them fhew'themf{clves in a
variety, of ways, to try if they were found and
healthy. ~ All this was diftrefsful as humili-
ating, and tended to excite ftrong averfion and
difguft ; but a wound, ftill more fevere, was
infli€ed on the feclings, by fome of the pur-
chafers fele®ing only fuch asetheir judgment
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led them tp prefer, regardlefs of the bonds
of nature, and affetion! The urgent appeals
of friendfhip and attachment were unheeded ;

fighs-and tears made no impreffion ; and all
the, imploring looks, and penetrating exprel-
fions of grief were unavailing. Hungry com-
merce corroded cven the golden chains of af-
feQion ; and fordid intereft burft every tie of
nature afunder. The hufband was taken from
the wife, children feparated from their pa-
rents, and the lover torn from his miftrefs :—
the companidn was bought away from his
friend, and the brother not fuffered to accom-

pany the fifter.

In one part of the buildiug was fecn a
wife clinging to her hufband, and befeeching,
in the ftrongeft eloquence of nature, not to
be left behind him. Here was a fifter hang-
ing upon the neck of her brother, and, with
tears, entreating to be led to the fame home
of captivity. There ftood two brothers, en-
folded in each others arms, mutually bewail-
ing their threatened, feparauon. - In other
paits were friends, relatives, and companions,
praying to be fold to the fame mafter—
ufing figns to fignify. that they would be
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content with flavery, might they,but toil to-
gether. '

Silent tears, deep fighs, and heavy la-
mentations befpoke the univerfal fuffering of
thefe poor blacks, 3nd proved that nature was
ever true to her feelings. Never was fcene
more diftrefsful. Among thefe unhappy, de-
graded Africans fcarcely was there an un-
clouded countenance. Every feature was
veiled if the filent gloom of woe; .and for-
rowing nature poured forth in <ll the bitter-
nef$ of affliion.

A whole hoft of painful ideas rufhed into
my mind at the moment. In fad contempla~
tion all the diftorted images of this abhorrent
traffic prefented them{elves to my recollection.
The many horrors and cruelties, I had fo
often heard of, appeared in their worft fhape
before me ; and my imagination was acutely
alive to the unmerited punithment ' fome-
times inflited—the inceffant labour exaGted—
the want of freedom—~and all the catalogue of
hardfhips  endured by flaves. I endeavored
to cembat the effe@ of thefe impreflions by
attaching my mind to oppofite- images. The |
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kind treatment of negroes under humane mai-

ters occurred to me; I recolleGted the com- .
fort and bharmony of the flaves I had lately

feén at ¢ Profit.” I contemplated their free-

dom from care, and the many anxieties of
the world; and I remembered the happinefs

and contentinent exprefled in their fongs

and merry dances: ‘but—all in vain ! The re-

pugnant influence would not thus be cheated.

With fuch diflrefs, before my eyes, all pal-

Hatives were unavailing. The whble was

wrong,- and mot to be juftified., I felt that I

exccrated every principle of the traffic. Na-
ture revolted at it; and I condemned the

whole fyftem of flavery under all its forms
and modifications.

When purcha\fed, the flaves were marked
by placing a bit of ftring, or of red or white
tape round their arms or necks, One gen-
tleman, who bought a confiderable number of
them, was proceeding to diftinguifh thofe he
had feleCted, by tying a bit of red tape round
the neck, when I obferved two negroes, who
were ftanding together entwined in each others .
arms, watch him with great “anxiety. -Pre-
fently he appreached them, and after making

I0
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his examination affixed the mark,only to one
of them. The other, with a look of unerring
expreflion, and, with an impulfe of marked
difappointiment, caft his eyes up to the pur-
chafer feeming to fay—* and will you not
have me too ?”——then juinped, and danceds
and ftamped with his feet, and made other
ficns to fignify that he, alfo, was [ound and
ftrong, and worthy his choice. He was,
neverthelefs, paffled by unregarded ; upon
which he turned, again, to his companion,
his friend, brother, whichever he was, took
hith to his bofom, hung upon him, and, in
forrowful countenance expre(led the frongeft
marks of difappointment and affli¢tion, The
feeling was mutual :—it arofe from reciprocal
affeCtion.  His friend participated in his grief,
and they both wept bxtterly Soon after-
wards on looking round to complete his pur-
chale the planter, again, paffed that way, and
not finding any one that better fuited his pur-
poie, he, now, hung the token of choice
round the neck of the negro whom. he had
_ before dl(regarded All the powers of art
"could not have effected the change that fol-
lowed. - More genuine joy 'was never ex-
preffed. His countenance became enlivened.
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Grief and fadnefs vanithed, and flying into
the arms of his friend, he carefled him with
warm embraces, then fkipped, and jumped,
and danced about, exhibiting all the pureft
figns of mirth and gratification. His com-
panion, not lefs delighted, received him with
reciprocal feelings—and a more pure and na-
tive fympathy was never exhibited. Happy
in being, again, affociated, they now retired
apart from the crowd, and fat down, in quiet
‘contentment, hugging and kifling the red
fignal of bondage, like twp attached and. af-
feGionate brothers—fatisfied to toil out their
days, for an unknown mafter, fo they might
but travel their journey of flavery together.

" In the afternoon of the fame day I
chanced to be prefent when another gentle-
man .came to purchafe fome of the flaves,
who were not fold in the morning. Atfter
looking through the lot he remarked that he
did not fee any who were of pleafant coun-
tenance ; and going on to make further ob-
jeQtions, refpecting their appearance he was
interrupted by the vendor who remarked that
at that’ moment they were feen to great: dil-
‘advantage, as they looked worfe * from having
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loft their friends and affociates in the morn-
ing.” Aye! truly, I could have replied—a
very powerful reafon why they are unfit for
fale this afternoon! If to be of fmiling coun-
tenance were neceflary to their being fold, it
were politic not to expofe them for long to
come. Still, fome were feleted, and the
mark of purchafe being made, the diftrefsful
fcene of the morning was, in a degree, re-
peated.

A few of the moft ill-looking, only, now
remdined, who were meager, and of rough
fkin—not thoroughly black, but of a yellowih,
or dirty brown color—of -hungry, unhcalthy
afped, feeble, of hideous countenance, and in
general appearance fcarcely human. Thefe
remained to a future day, and would, probably,
be fold, not to the planters, but to the boat-
women, tailors, huckfters, or fome of the infe-
rior mechanics, or fhopkeepers«of the town, at
a price fomewhatlower than that demanded for
the more robuft, and well-looking ; and, alas!
though leaft able to bear fatigue, thefe feeble
beings would, moft likely, be fubjected to a.
far more heavy flavery than thofe of fironger
frame, for it is,commonly, feen that the labour
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exacted by the poorer orders of people, from
their few and weakly flaves, is more fevere
than that required by the opulent planter from
his :egula'.r, and better-appointed gang: al-
though, in theory, the circumftance of being
always under the' eye of the mafter, inftead
of being lek to the mercy of a hireling, would
feem to be an advantage much in favor of
the flaves of thofe owners, who poffefs but
few.

You will not be furprifed that we thould
find it extremely difficult to procure a fuffi-
cient aumber of wdrkmen and labourers, in
this colony, for the fervices required. Al-
though the wages of labour are extravagantly
high, an extraordinary number of hands for any
emergency cannot be obtained, without having
recourfe to a {yftem of coercion. The work
required to be done at the fort in conftru@ing
new batteries, and improving our means of de-
fence, being urgent and’ extenfive, it is found
neceflary to detain the mechanics, who are.
employed, by very clofe watching ; otherwife,
.although they are e‘xorbita'ntly' paid, 'they
could not be relied upon for a fingle day, It
has been found neceflary to procure the mere
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labourers by requifition—a certairf number of
negroes being demanded, for a given number
of days, from every gang in the colony.

We feel the effeit qf this fcarcit); of
workmen, very much, at the hofpital, for
after ufing every exertion of which I am ca-~
pable, I have to lament that we do not yet {ee
the accommodations, for the fick, fo complete
as [ had hoped. As a great indulgence I have
now obtained a party of fix carpenters to be
employed, exclufivtly, at the hofpital, until
they fhall have finithed fuch repairs and al-
terations as are required. But the claims of
every department, and almoft every indivi-
dual, upon this clafs of workmen, are fo nu-
‘merous and preffing, that k quite defpair of
confining them to the work of the hofpital,
for any two days together. -

It is with real forrow and affliction that

I find myfelf enabled to inform you of our

being likely to hecome acquainted with that

mercilefs yellow'fury who has, of late years,

fo frightfully ravaged the Weft India colonies;

and regarding whom fo much of dread and
alarm prevails in Europé.
VOL, Ik Q
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. A few days fince a foldier was feized by
thishungry devourer, and, in defpite of all our
efforts to refcue bim, he fell z facrifice to her
infatiate thirflt for European blood.

This was the firft patient admitted into the
Lofpital with the direful malady of the coun-
try, called “yellow fever,” and it hadafford-
ed us peculiar fatisfation had we been happy
enough to have faved him : but the difeale had
made great progrefs before he was brought to
us, and lie died on the 6th day after his ad-
miflion. - )

The body was examined, with a view to
afcertain the changes produced by the difeafe,
but the appearances were not precifely fuch,
as from converfing with other pra&itioners,
and reading a variety of authors, we had
been led to expce&. . The ftomach was
found to be t_fxe organ which exhibited the
ftrongeft marks of derangement. The inner
coat was f{urcharged with hlood, appearing
very red, and at one fpot negr the upper ori-
fice it was of a livid hue, and its texture fo
weakened, that the finger was pafled tlirough
it, by only a flight pfeflure. I fincer¢ly hope

5 ‘
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that frequent opportunities may nét dccur, but
if, unhappily, they fhould we fhall avail our-
felves of them, in the hope of afcerfaining,
correétly what are the difeafed appearances
caufed in the different vifcera by this fatal
malady. -

The namc commonly given to this dilor-
der would feem to be highly inaccurate. ' Our
patient, although feveral days ill, had no yel-
lownefs of the fkin, until a few hours before
he died. If, therefore, his diffolution had oc-
curred- only a thort time focner ; or if he had
recovered previous to® the penod when this
change of colour took place, we could not with
‘any corre@nefs have called the fever he had
fuffered a yellow fever, although he had un-
dergone all the charaeriftic fymptoms of the
difeafe, fo termed, except the cafual one
from which it has been improperly named.
Moreover, affixing to a difeafe a name de-
rived ftom a fymptom, and particularly a
fymptom which is not always prefent, is cal-
culated to deceive, and may be of dangerous
tendency, by rendering the praditioner unfuf-
piciods of the real nature of the diforder, until
it is too late to check its *defirudtive progrefs. .

Q 2



« LETTER XIV.

The author is left in the colonies of Guiana, inflead of proceeding
2o 8t. Domingo. Regimental medical fiaff employed in ge-
neral bofpital. General Whyte attentive to the fick. The hof-
pital and quarters for the medical officers eflablifbed at La
Bourgade. Author annoyed by infecls. Tendernefs of a
Gentleman towards a mufquite. Authsr makes a faunter-
ing ramble 15 < the bufl.”’ His contemplations on being ar-
refled by deep and impenetrable woods. A lady fdlicits the
Author to make a complaint againft her flaves.

Demarara May 12.,,
I nave alrcady troubled you with too many
fpecimens of the "uncertainties attaching to
my prefent mode of life, for you :to feel
furprize at any new inftance 1 may have to
relate.  Know then that I have experienced’a
fad difappointment, in having to make;my con-
gé to the General, on his teturn to the iflands;
and, after all my expe&ations of being foon at
St.Domingo, am left behind with inftruGions
to continue in the diretion of the medical de-
partment of thefe colpni¢s, until our detach-
anent of the St. Domingo hofpital ftaff, thall
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be relieved from the ftaff of the Charibbee
1{lands.

Inftead of my being permitted to proceed
with the General to head quarters, it is found
requifite that the detachment of the hofpital
ftaff, ferving here, fhould be aagmented. I
have made out a return of the medical efta-
blithment, which feems necefary for thefe co-
lonies, and ftill hope that we may foon be re-
lieved, and allowed to proceed to our original
deftination : but I bggin to have fome apprehen-
finns left the many uncertainties, which befet
us, (hould prevent me from following my
friends and my baggage, and 1 feel a ftrong
regret that I was prevailed upon to leave the
latter behind me. ‘

In confequence of the fick-lift becoming
numerous, and the hofpital being deprived of
the fervices. of poor Carrol, who, though a con=
valefcent from his late attack, is unfit for du-
ty in this climate, and has obtained leave tq
return to England, we are compelled to employ
the medical officers of the regimentsin the due
ties of the general hofpital.

Q3¢
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I have great pleafure in remarking to you,
that General Whyte has been particularly at-
tentive tq the comfort of the fick, and the ge-
neral saccommodation of the hofpital depart-
ment. Inevery thing propofed for the benefit
of the fuffering foldiers, we have always been
happy enough to meet with his full and ready
acquiefcence, It has only been neceffary to
point out what was required, and every atten~
tion was immediately givén to the reprefenta-
tion.” You will belicve that this has been high-
ly gratifying 10 me, and the more fo, when I
add that the meafures propofed have not besn
indifferently acceded to. but examined with a
degrec of attentive confideration, not lefshonor-
able to the Gerneral than fatisfaQory to myfelf.

It is alfo with much plcafure that I am
enabled to add that Colonel Hiflop, who fuc-
ceeds to the command, is a man of great hu-
manity and behevolence, and that we have
every profpe& of finding him defirous to follow
the-General’s example in promosting the com-
fort and well-being of thofe who are inficknefs.

[T R N -

Before he left us, Genetal.Whytc. gave

orders that a large cotton logis at La Bourgade
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thould be given up to the purpofes of the hof-
pital, and that a houfe near to it thould be ap-
propriated to the ufe of the medical officers.
Thus have we the fatisfa@ion of feeing the fick,
and the whole of the department, very conve-
nientlyaccommodated —the patientsbeinglodg-
ed in a fpacious and well aired building ; and
their attendants having commodious quarters
immediately near to them, with convenient of-
fices, and, what is of confequence in "this cli-
mate, a large ciftern for water adjoining— the
whole poffefling ,the furthet advantage - of
betng feparated from all other buildings, and
ftanding within a {quare of ground of confider-
able extent, enclofed with private gates in

front, and a deep ditch or canal on every
fide.

Here are we ftationed, as a diftin@ de-
partment, quiet, and fecluded—free from the
noife and hurry both of the town and the fort,
and nearly equidiftant from the one and the
other.. The public road, from the fort to the
town, pafles cfofe by the gates ; and within 18ls
than a hundred yards from the road is the fea,
or rather the opening of the river, o that the
fick are brought to ug conveniently on either

Q4
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fide, by land, or by water. Perhaps another.
fituation equally commodious for the purpofes
of the hofpital department could not have
been found in the colony,

Already have I changed my quarters from
Stabroek to our new home at La Bourgade,
and in future I fhall be fpared the neceflity of
dragging my legs through the deep mud, twice
or thrice each day, in my vifits to the hofpital :
but it does not feem probable that I fhall long
remain ftationary, for I have received inftruc-
tions to proceed to the colony of Berbifche,
to make arrangements for the hofpital depart-
ment there, as foon as I thall have brought thefe
at La Bourgade into a proper eftablifhment.

. Fortunately my bedding was_ not left be-
hind with my other baggage, and this is now
put up in the windward apartment at our,
hofpital barrack,where I look forward to much
comfort, from the protection of my mufquito
curtain *,

* A kind of gauze net without opcning, thrown over
the whole of the bed'and bedftead, and fhut clofe at bot-
tom, by means of a heavy border of lead, which falls upon
the floor. ¢ .
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1 find the diftrefling annoyange of infe@s
a far greater evil than the increafed tempera~
ture, or any other ill of climate. I now fuf-
fer confiderably from the * prickly heat?” but
this would be very fupportable were it not for
the additional, and greater torment of mufqui-
toes, ants, centipedés, jack-fpaniards, * and the
multitudesof other infes biting, huzzing about
our ears, crawling upon every thing we touch,
and filling the whole atmofphere around us.

My nights have lately been made fo
wretchedly comfortlefs, that I have now
eftablithed the habit of burning wet fitaw in
my room, before I go to bed, in order-to fmoke
out the infe@s. I likewife practife the habit
of looking under my netting, with a lighted
candle, after it is let down for the night, to
fee if any ftragglers have been left withinfide,
and if I find any there, I confider them as
enemies lurking for my blood, and, immedi-
ately, put them to death. Selfithly looking
to a good night’s reft from his deftru&ion, I
have no compun&ion in taking away the life
..... ... .. of a mufquito! Without con-
templating the poffible extent of his utility in

* Alarge fpe‘cies of w;fp.
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the great fcale of creation, I crufh him with
as little mercy as a chambermaid cracks a
hopping flea. If you knew the acutenefs of
his bite, you would feel affured that he is not
tortured with a lingering death. Nothing can
be more prompt than his execution, and I
think I might venture to affert that he fuffers
not a fingle moment of pain.

While my pen is employed upon this
mighty fubjed, it occurs to me as a queftion
whether even the rigorous principles of the
moft devoted Brahmin would fo difcipliné his
mind ‘in religious and, philofophical forbear-
ance, as to induce him, deliberately, to bruth
from his fkin a flea, or a mufquito, that was
infliting fharp pain upon him, and robbing
him of his blocd? I do not remember ever to
have feen, or heard of a perfon whefe hu-
manity led him to fpare the life of a poor flea,s
_although he is*a very innocent little fellow,
when compared to the fanguinary mufquito :
but it has occurred to me to fee a gentleman,
from a pure regard to the life of all created
beings, tenderly and carefully put away a
mufquito that was bleeding him by the. nofe.
He is a'man whofe general condud is guided
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by the ‘moft exemplary humanity, and whofe
talents command univerfal refpe&t. He con-
fiders the little animal as only following the
di@ates of inftin&, in procuring his foodyand
feels that he ought not to deal his vengeance
againft nature ;—or to take away the life he
could not [give. * Excellent philofophy,”
methinks I hear you exclaim !—He may have
brilliant talents, and vaft acutenefs of mind ;
but he has no fenfibility . , .. . . . of nofe!

From the houfe we Tiow occupy, at La
Boufgade, a fine avenue of fruit trees leads
down the whole depth of the eftate, back to
the wild foreft ; or what is here termed * zhe
Liu/b,” from which the plantation is feparated
only by a wet ditch and a bank. Rambling
this afternoon in a folitary and perfive pros
menade,. amongft the oranges and other fruit
trees, protected from the mufquitoes, by thick
gloves and pantaloons, I, fuddenly, found my-
felf arrefted, at the diftance of a mile and a
half from the houfe, by the deep woods which,
in heavy gloom, oppofe an impenetrable bar-
rier to the eftate. My fauntering walk being
thus interrupted I became fixed in contempla-
tion, and, with my eye rgfting upon the foreft,
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my mind dwelt on the folemnity of the fcene,
uatil T fell into a fort of contemplative rc-
verie. The ftate of man op our globe; his
furprifing powers in changing its furface ; the
immeriﬁty he had done ; the extent of his in-
fluence ; the great proportion of the earth yet
unknown to him ; the ftates of freedom and
flavery ; the wide difference between man
living in the woods, and in polithed fociety ;
the various flages of favage, and civilized life ;
all paffed in mental review before me. The
varied appearance of different parts of the
globe ; the diverfity of climate ; the extent of
thefe wild woods ; their removal by the all-
fubduing arm of man; their remaining for
ever unexplored, and the undifturbed retreat
afforded to their wild inhabitants; all paffed
and repafled as fubjeéts of my contemplation.
Monkies, favages, tigers, [erpents, and all the
infinite variety of animals poffefling.the woods
traverfed my thonghts. The grand purpdfe
of life and being ; the utility of man; where-
fore placed on the globe; and the whole hoft
of fuch-like fuggeftions, multiplied by genfold
difficulties, prefented themfelves to ‘my ima-
gination, External obje@s ceafed to imprefs
my fenfes, .ard, becoming abforbed in the



237 :

great queftion of creation, I felt humbled at
the idea that, in the wide fcale of worlds,
even man might be of little more importance
than the minuteft infe@—perhaps not more
than the very flea or mulfquito whofe only
purpofein creation feemed to be that of ... .
« + « .. .tormenting him! Purfuing its wan-
derings my mind ranged into thg infinity of
{pace, and there roved amidft the ftars, until
the very globe itfelf became as infignificant as
the fmalleft ant that moves on its furface. -
Next occurred the irtfinite wifdom of the great
Creator—1I faw every thing perfe&, and hap-"
pily ordained, glanced at the infcrutable‘ways
of Providence, and was loft in profound awe
andrevereace, when I was fuddenly roufed from
my reverie, by the loud fcreaming of mon-
kies, and the aftounding fhrieks of a large
flock of parrots.—It inftantly ftruck my recol-
le&ion that there were other, and more dan-
gerous animals in the woods, and with the
full ftrength of the impreffion, as in the mo-
ment of waking from a dream, I felt that be-
fides monkies agd parrots thefe woods gave
habitation to tigers and favages, and, worfe,
than fivages—to Buth-Negroes, to whom the
fcalp of a dackra man Would be an obje@ of
Lo
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gratification.  You will believe that the foli-
loquy I had fallen into was quickly at an end.
Senfible of the petil of my fituation; I took
up 2 rough ftaff for prote@ion, and turning
from the dark foreft, and its favage inhabit-
ants, haftily trod back my path into cultivated
fields, and ‘civilized fociety.

As I am to note to you all occurrences,
and particularly fuch as are in any degree
‘novel or interefting, I muft not omit the fol-
lowing,—although it may feem to border
upon the incredible. It is, neverthelefs, a
fa& that a few days ago I was applied to by
the wife of a colonjft to requeft that I would
make fome complaint againfi the flaves of the
houfe, to her hufband, very bumanely urging
as a reafon for impofing upon me fo grateful
a tafk, that the withed “ 0 get them a good
Sogging I’ T truft that neither you, nor any
of our fair friends, on the temperate fide "of
the Atlantic, will condemn my want of gal-
lantry in refifting the folicitation. Perhaps,
in the brighteft days cf chivalry, the moft
adulatory knight had not been obfequious
enqugh to have devoted to gallantry, at fuch
an expence ofchumanity, It wasnot evencon-
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tended that any fpecific fault had-been com-
mitted to juftify the punifhment, but this was
to be invented, and merely becaufe fome idle
whim~—fome fit of caprice, or ill humor had
led the miftrefs of thefe poor flaves to wifh
them © g good flogging !” )
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LETTER XV..

" Bufb Negroes in the woods of Guiana. Fate of Dutch foldiers
Jent into the foreft againfl them. Corps of flaves accom-
panied by a party of Indians fubdue them, Puni _//mmtt o
e Bz_zﬂv Negro, - named Amflerdam,

\ ' Dcmamri, May 16..

I~ my laft letter T mentioned that in the .
woods of thefe colonies there are bodies of
men called « Buth Negroes.” Thefe are
moftly " run-away flavec who have revolted
from their mafters, and having colletted to-
gether in the foreft, have there formed them-
felves intp bodies, under certaip captains or
leaders ; and have eftablithed various - habita-
tions and encampments in the thickeft parts of
what is termed * the Buth;” ‘where they now
live in all the worft habits of favage nature 3 ;
and are become mere hordes of brigands er_

\

marauders. . .

| They are negroes of the worft defcrip-
tion, -cruel, blood-thirfty and .revengeful :
‘men, whofe ctimes in European, and all
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w el ordeted ftates, would have been punithed
with death. Many have murdered white in-
habitants, maffacred their mafters, or revolted
in combination, plotting thé deftrucion of the
planters, in order to take the colony into their
own pofleflion ; but being fruftrated in their
defigns, have faved themfelves from punith-
ment, by flying into the hidden receffes of the
foreft ; from whence they iffue only to ravage
and plunder.

They had fubje@éd themfelves to a fort
of regular difcipline under their captains and
lieutenants, and the lower orders of them (for
there are diftinQions even among rur.away
flaves) were compelled to toil in the night, by
going dut of the woods, in plundering par-
ties, to fteal plantains and other provifions
from the eftates ; but the labour to which they
were expofed, by this night-duty, was fo much
more fevere than that required of them, in
their common duty, as flaves upon the plan-
tations, that fonie of them have been known
to defert back from the woods, and- retura to
a ftate of flavery, after having run away from-
their mafters to live in idlenefs, as they had
expe&ed, with their brethren:ig ¥ the Bufh,” _

VOL. II, R .
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¥ wifh T could repeat to you, as elow
quently-as I heard it related, the very intereft-
ing detail of an expedition fert into the woods
againft thefe Bufh negroes, laft year, under
the command of major M‘Grah, and cap-
tain Dougan. Many perfons had been rob-
bed, and had their property otherwife injured
by their predatory excurfions ;—indeed the
whole colony was difturbed, and, from the in-
creafing number of thefe fanguinary hordes,
was threatened with eventual deftru&ion. It
was therefore refolved that a body of troops
fhould be fent into the woods to fearch for
their places of refort, and to endeavour to fub-
due or exterminate them. A party of the
Dutch foldiers of the garrifon was, accord-
ingly,. equipped for this duty; and marched
in due military order into the foreft.

But this was not the fpecies of force
calculated for fuch an expedition : and from
not havmg objerved all the minute precautions
required, in this. new and hazardous kind of
warfare, they were furpnzcd and defeated by
the .negroes; and: very few.of the foldiers
efcaped: with their lives=—moft of them being
killed, and thtir fcalps, or bodies, fixed againft
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the trees, to ferve as an example of what others
had to expe& who fhould venture on 4 ﬁtmlat
expcdmon *,

.

s v

The government and the colonifts having
difcovered, from this fatal experience, that the
Bufh negroes were more formidable than had
been expeéted; and finding that ‘regular Eu-
ropean troops were not the beft fitted for
this kind of fervice, raifed a corps of ne-
groes from among the moft fathful of {he
flaveg; and alfo engaged in thc1r intereft a
party of Indians from the wéods, who, happxly
for the planters, hold tht Bufh negroes i in great
abhorrence.

Well provided and equipped, this fecond
expedition, commanded as above-mentioned,
feparated into two parties, and boldly advanced
into the wood to form a corpbined attack.
Upon their march they paffed the dehd bodies
of the Dutch foldiers tied to the trees at the
fides of a narrow path.’ Not deterred by.this

g
)

* Upon. this.occafion one of the officers was carried:
out of thy wood by a faithful flavey. who, afterwards, ses
fufed to accept his freedom as sreward ;»and only be
to have a filver medal to wear on days of feftival.

R2 *
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horrid example, they proceeded onward, having
the fagacious Indians on their flanks; by whofe
acutenefs and penetration they difcovered the
various fituations, where the different com-
panies of the Brigands had taken up their re-
fidence, and, by well concerted attacks, defeat~-
ed and routed them wherefoever they met
them. As an encouragement to the able and
new raifed troops, a premium was offered
for every right hand of a Bufh negro that
fhould be brought in; and when they re-
turned from the expedition, they appeared
with feventy black arms difplayed upon the
points of their bayonets, caufing a very fingular
and fhocking fpe&acle to the beholders. Three
hundred guilders each had been fixed as the
price, but it was found neceflary to reduce the
premium, left the flaves fhould kill their pri-
foners, or even deftroy each other to ob-
tain it.

The-exertion and fatigue required in fuch
an expedition cannot well be conceived by
thofe who are accuftomed only to regular and
fyftematic warfare: nor is it probable that
fuch a fervice could have been fupported in
this climate by European foldiers. In addi-

3
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tion to all the difficulties of making their way
through the unknown and almoft impene-
trable woods, they knew not where to ﬁnd
the enemy’s pofts ; and were, at every mifute,
liable to be fallen upon by furprize.

At firft entering the Bufh, the march
was continued to a great diftance, nearly
knee-deep in water; and when further ad-
vanced, the troops had to fcramble through
the thickets ; or follow each other by a confin-
ed path in Indian filt ; and, after the haraffing
march of the day, to lie down at night, on the-
bare ground, under thearees—the officers fuf-
pending their hammocks from bough to bough
in the open air. They had, moreover to
carry the whole of their provifions, arms,
ammunition, and every other neceffary requir-
ed for the fuccefs of the expedition, upon their
backs.

But for the affiftance given bythe Indians,
the brigands had probably never been fubdu-
ed ; perhaps not ,found ! The expertnefs of
thefe men, in fuch a purfuit, is. peculiar, and
beyond all that could be imagined, by thofe
who live in crowded fociety. They not only

R3 .
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_hear founds in the woods, which are impercep-
tible to others, but judge, with furprifing accu-
racy, of the diftance and “diretion from
whence they proceed. The pofition of a fal-
len leaf, or the bending of a bramble, too flight
to be noticed by an European eye, conveys
to them certain intelligence refpe@ing the
‘route taken by thofe whom they purfue. From
conftant pra&ice and obfervation, their organs
of fenfe become highly improved, and they
hear with an acutenefs, and fee with a preci-
fion truly furprifing to thofe who are unace
quainted with their habits, and their vigilance.
"With fuch guides, the expedition moved in
confidence, and was condu&ted in fafety. Se-
ven encampments of the brigands were difco-
vered and completely routed ; fome of which
had exifted during fifteen years, concealed in
- the profoundeft gloom of the foreft.

. The following was the mode ulually ob-
ferved in eftablifhing thefe places of refidence
and refort. Having fixed upon the fpot moft
convenient for their purpofe, a circular piece
-of ground was cleared of its wood, and, in the
-eentre of this, they built huts, and formed the
¢ncampmeat, plantinf; round about the build-
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ings, c;ranges, bananas, plantains, yams, eddoes,
and other kinds of provifions ; thus, in addition
to the trees of the foreft, procuring themfelves
further concealment by the plantations which
gave them food. The eddoes were found in
great plenty, and had ‘feemed to conftitute
their principal diet, Round the exterior of
the circular {fpot was cut a deep and wide diteh,

which, being filled with water, and ftuck, at
the fides and bottom, with fharp pointed ftakes,
ferved as a formidable barrier of defence. The
-path acrofs this ditch was placed two or three
feet below the furface, and wholly concealed
from the eye by the water being always thick
.and muddy. Leaves were firewed, and ftep-
pings, fimilar in their kind, madeto the edges
of the ditch, at various parts, as a precaution,
to deceive any who might approach, refpeét-f
ing the real fituation of the path. But the
proper place of crofling was found out by the
acutenefs of the Indians, who foon difcovered
that to aftempt to pafs at any other part, wasto
be .empaled alive.

It was found that the Brigands had eight
-of thefe encampments, or points of rendezvous
in the woods, one of avhich i¥ fuppofed ﬁxll

R4 .
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to remain undifcovered. After much fatigue
in endeavoring to find it, -the fearch was relin-
quithed, in the idea that fome of the prifoners,
either by indulgence or torture, would be in-
duced to make it known: but this expecta-
tion has only led to difappointment. All the
means ufed have failed, and the prifoners,
faithful to their caufe, have fuffered torture
and death without betraying their foreft-affoci-
. ates.

'The crucl feverities inflited upon thefc
miferable blacks have bcen fuch as you will
{carcely believe could have been fuggefted or
practifed by any well-ordered government :
for, however ftrongly punifhment was merit-
ed, the refinement of torture with which it
was executed ought never to have been tolerat-
ed in any ftate profefling to be civilized.
Humanity fhudders at the bare recital of it. |

Moft of the ring-leaders were taken, and
brought to Stabroek, where they were after-
wards tried and executed, the majority of
them fuffering with a degree of fortitude and
heroifm worthy a better caufe. One in‘parti-
cular, named Amfterdam, fupported the ex-
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treme of punithment with a firmnefs truly
aftonifhing. He was fubjefted to the moft
fhocking torture, in order to.compel him tq
give information regarding the remaininf en-
campment—but in vain! He defpifed the
fevereft fuffering, and nothing could induce
him to betray his late companions, or to make
known their yet undifcovered retyeat.

Hc was fentenced to be burnt alive, firft
having the fleth torn from his limbs with red-
hot pincers ; and m order .to render his pu-
nithment ftill more terrible, he was compel-
led to fit by, and feg thirteen others broken
and hung ; and then, in being conducted to
execution, was made to walk over the thirteen
dead bodies of his comrades. Being faftened
toan iron-ftake, furrounded with the confum-
ing pile, which was about to be illumined,
ke regarded the by-ftanders with all the com-
placency of heroic fortitude, and exhibiting
the mof}t unyielding courage, refolved that all
the torture ingenuity or cruelty might invent
fhould not extort from him a fingle groan;
nor a fyllable that could in any way impeach
his friends.
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With the firft pair of pincers, the e;:ecu-
tioner tore the flefh from one of his arms. The
fudden infliGtion of pain eaufed him to recede,
in' a Ylight degree, from the irons; and he
drew in his breath, as if to form it into a figh,
bat he inftantly recovered himfelf-—his coun-
tenance upbraided him, and he manifeftly took
fhame for having betrayed even the flighteft
fenfe of fuffering—then, refuming more, if
poflible, than his former compofure, he patient-
ly waited the approach of the next irons, and,
on thefe being ‘brought towards him, he fted-
fafily caft his eye upon them, inclined a little
forward, and with an ynfhaken firmnefs of
countenance, deliberately met their burning
grafp ! From that moment he fhewed himfelf
capable of defpifing the fevereft pain. Not a
feature was afterwards difturbed, and he pre-
ferved a degree of compofure implying abfolute
contempt of torture and of death. .

Finally, when the deftrulive pile was
fet in flames, his body fﬁun round the iron
ftake, with the mouth open, ugftil his head fell
back, and life was extinguifhed. I am told,
by a gentleman who had the melancholy
talk to attend thg exegution, that the moft
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horrid ftench continued, for many hours, to
iflue from the roafting body, and was-extreme-
{y offenfive throughout the town, penetrating
fo ftrongly into the houfes to leeward,’ as to -
make many perfons fick, and prevent them

from taking food during the remainder of the
day. '

The condu@ of this negro furnifhes a
firiking example of the powers of the human
mind in {ubduing our bodily {ufferings, and’
might {eem, eveny to corroborate the do@rine
‘wlhiich maintains that all pain is ideal.

2
o

Another of the chiefs, or captains, who
was taken, is ftill in confinement at the fort,
under fentence of death. His exécution has
been delayed in the hope of learning, from
him, the fituation- of the yet remaining en-
campment ; but, hitherto, to no purpofe ; and
from his prefent condud, it fnay be expeted
‘that he will die as relentlefs and 1nﬂex1ble as
his.comrade Amfterdam.



 LETTER XVL

Defeription of houfe and furniture occupied by the medical faff’
at La Bourgade. Entertainment given to fome gentlemen
of the navy. Provifion-excurfions. Arrangements con-
cerning prize-money.  Benefit and importance of mufquite
curtains.  Stability of temperature, and of the breeze in
Guiana. Singular application made to the author Jfor a3
appointment in the medical department. i

La Bourgade, May 21.

I uave before informed you that the barrack
allotted to the medical officers is a very com-
modious houfe, fituated near to the hofpital ;
but I gave you no account of the furniture ;
nor did I defcribe to you what we here cfteem
a comfortable dwelling. Let me, therefore,
tell you that our manfion is built wholly f
wood, and is of the fimpleft conftra&ion.
Being fet upon low pillars, it is fo raifed from
the ground as to leave fufficient fpace for.
dogs and {mall pigs to pafs under it. Chim=
nics and fire places are not required. The
windows are naked holes in the wooden fides,
and arc neither' clofed wwith plate glafs, nor
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well-fitted fafhes, but hung with heavy ﬂmtters
on the outfide, to prote& us in time of rain.
No fine ftucco plafters the walls, nor are the
rooms hung with rich paper or tapeftry.” No
painted cloth, nor foft carpet {preads the floor,
nor do any rich cornices, or figured plafter-
ings decorate the cieling. Above, below, and
at the fides, all is plain wood : the walls, the
cielings, and thefloorsare alike of naked boards;
many of them fo joined together as to allow
free admiffion to air and light. Sitting in the
parlour, we fee through the openings into the
bed-room above; and to the pigs routing
below. The roof is,alfo of wood, and open
to the bed-chambers, which are hung only
with the well-fpun tapeftry ...... .. of in-
duftrious fpiders. An old bench, or form,
with three or four chairs of rough wood, and
a coarfe deal board, laid upon a pair of crofs
legs by way of table, complete the furniture.

Thus accommodated, you will be amufed
to hear that, we have had company to vifit us
at our dinner table. Ladies! did you afk?
No, not ladies! but a p";rty from one of his
majefty’s fhips of war, who were led, by cu-
riofity, to fee how the * foldfer-officers,” (as
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they term the gentlemen of the army) were
accommodated on fhore. They did not ex-.
prefs themfelves .violently envious of our
comforts ; but were much diverted in forming
conje@ures what might have been the remarks
of fome of our friends in luxurious London,
could “they have glanced an eye upon our
humble banquet, and the general order of our
manege. A piece of hard falt beef graced
one end of the table, a heavy lump of falt
pork the other, and falt-meat foup fupplied
"the place of the rich plateau in the middle.
Such is our daily repaft, and fuch was our
feaft ; for we gave to cur vifitors the moft
fumptuous fare of the larder. Frefh animal
provifions are dainties we can very feldom
procure, and indeed, were it not for the daily
allowance dealt out to us by government, we
thould be confined to a diet of yams and plan-
tains, like the flaves. During the paffage from
England, and while we were lying at Barba-
does, we difregarded our falt allowance, nor
did we, till now, comprehend the high value
of agovernment ration ; but it is here become
of the greateft importance, and forms,  to us,
as well as-to the feldiers, the principal fupply.
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We often difpatch negroes to the diftant
plantations upon the coaft, or the borders of
the river, -in fearch of fowls, ducks, roafting
pigs, or any other freth provifions ; but’ they
fo commonly return empty handed, that we
have been led to fufpec them of idlenefs of
negle@, and have been induced to make tife
experiment ourfelves, by going in a boat to
different eftates up the river, with a view of
purchafing poultry or other ftock. But we
have been equally unfuccefsful; fometimes
failing altogether, and at others procuring only
a fingle chicken, or a roafting pig to ferve a
mefs of fix perfons for’ the week. 9t hap-
pened one week that we met with a whole
litter of young roafters to the number of fix,
when we thought ourfelves in high good for-
tune ; but as we had no convenient means of
keeping them fat or in- condition, we were
unable to economize the ufe of them, and
from eating pig, pig, pig, every day till they
were all confumed, together with the accident
of our black and fupid cook, occafionally
leaving a little favoury ftuffing within, we
were not only in danger of growing ‘into
porkers ourfelves, but became fo entirely fati-
ated with pig as to ingke it extremely doubt-
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ful vﬂxetheru we fhall ever be able to eat
again,

\Beef, veal, and mutton are luxuries be-
yond our reach.  This colony does not fupply
them in fufficient quantity for its ordinary
confumption: we do not therefore expet
them, except. by way of an occafional feaft.
The great additional demand for frefh pro-
vifions, fince our arrival, has likewife taken
off all the furplus of finaller ftock, and lcft
fcarcely a fpare duck or a chicken inthe colony.

In'one of our brozriﬁon-hunting excur-
fions to the wefterri coaft, we had the good
fortune to fail in with Captain Dougan, whom
we found refiding there, in command of the
remnant of the black corps, which was raifed
laft year for the expedition againft the Bufh
negroes. From this gentleman we expeti-
enced every mark of polite and hofpitable
attention. In our converfation we difcovered
that he was the fon of the gentleman I had
feen at * Profit;” and, on hig learning that
I had vifited his father, we were at once old
acquaintances. But this was not required
to call-forth the’ ~aptaig’s hofpitality, for he
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had previoufly infifted upon our dining, and
pafling the remainder of the day with him ;
and he gave us an excellent dinner, and plenty
of good wines, with the moft cordial welcome.
Caflada cake and roafted plantains were
ferved inftead of bread, and with our fowls
we had a fauce prepared from;\ the caflada
juice, which lofes its poifonous quality by
boiling and evaporation, and becomes fome-
what like the effence ufed under the name of
foy. ...

Ou taking our leave, in the evening, we
received many polite and liberal invitations to
repeat our vifit; had our boat loaded with fruit,
and were defired to fend for a further fupply
whenever it might be acceptable. The eftate
was rich in oranges and plantains, beyond all
we had vifited ; and fo univerfally were the
helds interfeted with rows of fruit trees, that
whichever path we purfued, the eye looked
down a file avenue loaded, and yellow with
fruit, - '

Let me announce to yoy that I have
lately been called upon to give in a return of
the officers of the hofffital-Raff entitled to

VOL. II. s ) .
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prizz-money, in order to enable the agents to
make the neceffary arrangement for the diftri-
bution of the property.  This would feem to
augur favorably : at all events it is fatisfaCtory
to have our claim eftablifhed, and to fee things
placed in an equitable train; but we are not
fo fanguine ‘as to expe& our fhares thus foon,
thould we be fortunate enough to receive
them at all *,

You will be pleafed to hear that although
we are flill fadly annoyed with mufquitoes
during the day and the evening, our mights
are pafled, at our new home, in all of reft and
comfort. In Carlifle bay, and at Stabroek,
notwithftanding that I flept with the door and
windows open, I always felt heated and reft-
lefs in bed ; and, too commonly, rofe with a
painful and fpotted fkin in the morning. At
La Bourgade I am free from thefe inconyeni-
-ences, and it were difficult to imagine the great
and genuine comfort I derive from paffing-my

‘nights in reft and compofure. I lie upon a
_hard mattrefs, without any‘bedding under it,

* It has been already remarked, that not the ft;1alleﬂ:
divifion of this prize-money has yet been fhared by the
captors. - \ ‘
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covered only with a thin cotton fheet, and
prote&ted. by my friendly and moft vaiued
mufquito curtain. Even with the door and
windows fhut, I can’reft without feelingfny-
felf unpleafantly heated; and, furrounded
with my netting, I quietly regard the hoft of
mufquitoes and other infe&s buzzing about
me, without the fear of their difturbing my
repofe. ’

Lying thus in coolnefs and fecurity, after
the difturbed and unpleafant nights of late
weels, I do verily enjoy my bed as a great
luxury. Inftead of rifing weanied by reftlefs-
nefs, and exhaufted by’excefs of heat, I now
quit my pillow, in the morning, refrefhed, and
recruited for the bufy round of the day.

From the fituation of thefe colonies with
refpe@ to the fun and the ocean, and from the
territory being a continued flat, we are fcarcely
ever without a free and fteady breeze, which
creates ah equable temperature, and renders,
the climate peculiarly uniform. At fix in the
morning the thermometer is ufually between
74 and 77 degrees, and at noon it has feldom
varied more than, from 81 to 84 degrees. It

‘ T saf
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being now the wet feafon, much rain coms«
monly falls during the night ; and, frequently
very heavy fhowers in the courfe of the day ;
fuch as quickly find their way through all the
garments of thofe who happen to be expofed
to them, for the heavieft thunder ftorms of
England are {carcely fufficient to give you an
idea of their, force and rapidity.

‘As I am to commune with you upon all
fubje&ts, and all occurrences, I may tell you
that a few days ago I received a very fingular
and unexpeed vifit from a dirty-looking, ill-
drefled man, who was an entire firanger to
me ; and who, ftalking abruptly into the room,
addrefled himfelf to me, faying, without any
preliminary falutation, ‘I am juft called to fee
you,” then afked if ¢ the flaves ftill remained
upon the eftate;” and, following up his quef-
tions, without waiting for any reply, weng on
to a train of interrogatories, defiring to know
¢ if the army. wanted a do&or”—very /-
berally tendering his fervices, provided he
“ could obtain a good appointment.”—Had his
abilities been confummate as his aflurance,
he might have ‘been a valuable acquifition to
us ; but, as appearanges did not exally be-
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fpeak this, I had only to bow, in humble:re-
gret that we had no appointment adequate to
his merits, and to lament that we could ot
avail ourfelves of the diftinguithed Ronor

he had intended the department,

$3
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LETTER XVII

Author's duties lcad bim to the colony of Berbifche.  Eftablifbes
a comparative inquiry refpecting the difeafed appearances
after different diforders, with a view to afiertain what are
the changes produced by yellow fever. The more robuft
mgft liable 1o be defiroyed by the fever of the climate. An ex-

. ample in the fuperintending cook at the bofpital. Execu-

tion of a Bufb Negro. Public punifbment of a party of

Blacks. Unjuft punifbment of a Negro Caspenter.

¢ «

Demarara, May 25,

‘THE hofpital at La B&urgade being now efta-
blithed, and placed under proper regulations
for the accommodation of the fick, I fhall pro-
ceed, without delay, to the fettlement of Ber-
bifche in order to make the neceffary hoipital
arrangements for that colony.

It grieves me very fincerely to be able
to tell you,that we are likely to have an am-
ple oppertunity of profecuting our inquiries
refpe&ing the ftate of the vilcera after yellow
fever : but in Qrder that we may not be de-
ceived by appearances, we purpofe, likewife, to
examine the bodies of thofe who may be de-
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firoyed by other maladies, whereby, we fhall be
enabled to judge more accurately what are the
real changes induced by that difeafe.

g

To offer you any details upon this fub-
je@ would not only be premature, but foreign
to my prefent purpofe. Suffice it therefore to
know that we fhall avail ourfelves of the occa-
fions which may occur, and that in number
they promife infinitely to exceed our withes.
Among the late fufferers we have had the mif-
fortune to lofe our fuperintending cook, at the
ho{!pital; He was a fnan of ptculiar ftrength,
voice, and appetite. The fick on board-thip,
ufed to complain that he ate up almoft the
whole of their food : when hefpake, his voice
was as the roaring of thunder ; and in point of
mufcular ftrength, he was quite Herculean.
The attack was fevere,and he quickly fell -a
facrifice, experienci&g all the inveterate {fymp-
toms of the fever, with the exception only, of
the ye]lowneﬁ. of the fkin,~that uncertain
matk from which the name of the difeafe has
been, erroneouﬂy, taken. The diforder was

early marked with uncommon reftlefsnels and
anxiety, an indefcribablefenfation at the region
of the ftomach,and an almoftinceflant vomit-

s
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ing of a black fluid refembling the grounéls of
COﬁ'd\ev

Among the diftrefsful fcenes it has lately
been iny lot to witnefs, I may tell you, thata
few mornings ago, I chanced to be at Stabroek
at the time of the execution of the captain of
the Bu(h I\:eg:roes whom I mentioned to you
in a former letter. He died faithful to his
caufe, and no information could he obrained
from him regarding thc encampment ftill re-
maining in the woods. He was fentenced to
be fufpended by the neck fot a thort time, and
then taken down, while yct alive, to have his
head fevered from his bodly. The executioner
was a negro, who,  without any feelings' of
gsompunéion, or of {forrow for his countryman,
exulted in the adroitnefs with which he took
off the head at a fingle blow.

_ After the cxecution JJ fat a fhort timee
with the officers, at the barrack of the ggth
regiment ; when another painful fcene was ex-
hibited to our obfervation, in the flogging of
a party of negroes, before the fifcal’s doér,
upon the public ftreet,
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Upon one of them being releafcd from the
ftakes, to which he had been tied down, with
his face to the earth, during his punifhment,
I thought that I fecognized his features, and on
going out to afcertain the fa&, 1 difcovered
him to be one of the carpenters, who had been
fet apart to work, under my dire&ions, at che
hofpital. It happened, too, that he had dif-
tinguithed himfelf by his induftry; and was the
man with whom I had moft converled, on ac-
count of his fpeaking Englifh, and being able
to explain my inftruétions to his fellow-work-
men. ‘

You will belicve’that T felt an intereft
regarding him, and that I was anxious to learn
by what offence he had brought upon himfelf
the fevere punithment we had witnefled. To~
this end, in company with Major Say and
other officers, I followed "the poor bleeding
man to his home, where we learned that the
alleged crime for which he had been punithed
was firiking a white man ; although in falt
it appeared to have been a refufal to get up
from his bed, at §o’clock at mght to work for
a white inhabitant of the town, after labouring
at the hofpltal during the wholc of the day,

3
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It was further hinted by thofe about him, that
fomzthing of pique or prejudice, on account
of the poor man exprefking. himfelf pleafed
with his employment at the Britith hofpital,
might poflibly have operated in deaféening the
-ear of juftice againft him.

Thefc circumftances gave additional in-
tereft to his cafe, and we felt ourfelves called
upon, no lefs by humanity, than inclination,
to afcertain the truth of it ; and if the poor man
had been unjuftly puniflied, to endeavor to
bring the authors of it to fhame. '

A Dutchman who happened to be preferit
at the time we were making inquiries, in the
carpenter’s fhop to which the negro belonged,
told us, with an air of confidence, that he had
be¢n punifhed for ftriking bim, and cutting
his elbow with a Jarge chiffel ; fhewing usdhe
very chiffel with which the wound had been
made, and the precife fpot whercop it had
happened, at the fame time exhibiting his arm
fupported in afling. All this being focirecum-
ftantially ftated, four of us, Major Say, the fur-
geon of the ggth., another officer and myfelf,
begged to fee this frightful wound which had

8
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been cut in the elbow: fome objé&ions were
offered on the ground of difturbing the dref~
fings, unfewing' thé bandages and the [like:
but as Mr. Blackader promifed to replace all
thefe in fit order, we perfifted in the requeft;
and the Dutchman finding that we were ur-
gent, and rather inclined to be peremptory, at
length fubmitted : but the coat was faid to fit
inconveniently tight; the flirt fleeve to be
tied in a hard knot, and other little difficulties
and delays were thrown in the way. . Still
we.determined to {ubduc them all ; and when,
at laft, we fucceeded, lo! inftead of the many
.bandages, and complex dreflings we had been
taught to cxpe@, we could neither find a
plafter, nor the wound. Inftead of a deep cut
from a chiffel, a flight bruife only appearcd
upon the elbow, the fkin being neither cut, nor
broken. ‘This fecmed to ftrengthen our {ufpi-
cions that the poor flave had been unfairly
treated ; and by profecuting the inquiry we
learned-the following hiftory.

The Dutchman had gone to the carpen-
ter’s fhop in the cvening in fearch of a car-
penter to do fome work at a houfe in thetown;
and finding this negyo flecping in the room
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over the wotkfhop, infifted upon his getting up
to go with him. The poor fellow pleaded
that it was night, that he had toiled through
the whole of the day, and further that he was
“ordered by the commandant to work only at
the hofpital until that was completed. The
Dutchman, neverthelefs, infifted upon his
‘going. The {lave unhappily refufed. Words
enfued ; and the white man, fcizing the black
by the hair of his head, dragged him down
into the workfhop ; where, in the fcuffle, the
Dutchman happened to receive a bruife of the
clbow. '

The following " mor;:ing a complaint was
made to a public officer, high in power, ftating
that the negro had ftruck the Dutchman, and
woundgd him ; and it being an offence utterly
unpardonable for a black man, under any cir-
cumftances, to lift his hand againft a white one,
the poor flave, without further inquiry, was
fentenced to receive the punithment we had
witnelled.

, We could not feel fatisfied that the pro-
ceedings had beenconducted with a due regard
ta juftice, and thercforc’wc waited upon the
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perfon who had decreed. the pusithment, to
inquire further into the merits of it; and were
told by him, that the negro had been punithed
¢ for firiking a white man, with a beavy fick,
and a lazge nail in it, and therewith cutting a
deep wound in his elbow.” As this account
differed from that of the Dutchman himfelf,
we afked this man of power, if the fentence
had been pronounced barely upon the man’s
own report. Certainly not, he replied ; the
depofition was further fantioned by the tef-
timony of four refpeCtable witnefles who ap-
peared in evidence, having {een the negro ftrike
the white man with the great ftick with a great
nail in it.

We then ufed the freedom of afking if
he had taken the trouble to lock at this wound-
ed elbow bimfelf. He had, he faid, “ and a
fad cut it was.” Had we not been ftricken
dumb with the reply, we rpigﬂt have exclaim-
ed, *“ AJas! unhappy blacks! what hope have
ye of juftice, if not only private, but alfo
public punifhmgnts be thus awarded.”

~ As foon as’our {urprift and indignation
‘would permit, we informed this man of juftice
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that four of us had minutely examined this
frightful cut of the elbow, and that, with all
our eight eyes ftrained as wide as they could
ftare; we had not even béen 'able to difcover
the wound ; adding, for his further informa-
tion, that the Dutchman had, himfelf, aflured
us that it wes cut with a large chiffel : but
that, in fa& it had neither been cut with a
chiffel, nor with a nail in a flick, nor cut at
all ; being only a flight bruife which had pro-
bably happened in the ftruggle, when the
Dutchman was pulling about the negro by the
hair of his head. We alfo ventured to edd
that the whole tale of this mighty wound was
a fcandalous impofition$ and the punifhment
which had been infliGed upon the negro a
grofs injuftice. We then appealed to this
arbitrary guardian of the laws, very earneftly
demanding whether, in juftice to the injured
negro, to the public, and to himfelf, who had
been thus decgived and impofed upon, “he
would not feel it incumbent upon him to in-
ftitute an inquiry regarding the fa&, and to
have the cruel wretch, and his four perjured
witnefles, feverely punithed—bat of courfe we
made no remark upon his having fecn the fad
cut in the clboyv‘ with bis own eyes ! Whe-
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ther from feeling himfelf implicated, or from
a relu&tance ariling from any othef caufe, this
great officer of juflice did not feem to be of
accord with our fentiments upon the fubje& ;
but endeavored to divert us from the queftion
by expatiating upon the high neceffity of
holding flaves in fubje&tion, ard the great
danger and impolicy of overlooking, in any
inftance, the crime of their lifting the hand
againfl a white man. We readily conceded
to him that upon the prefent fyftem—it was
Prongly neceflary to be tenacious of the pri-
vileges afflumed, but we could never agree that
it was either juft or wile, to punith a poor
unprote&ed man upoh the falfe accufation of
a fet of perjured wretches, merely becaufe
Nature had covered him with a black fkin,
and them with a white one; nor that it was
fit not to expofe fuch wanton malice to public
fhame, whenever the faliehood and injuftice
of the teftimony fhould be dete@ed ; there-
fore, pledging ourfelves to appear in evidence,
whenever called upon, we left the office ob-
taining a promile from this man of power,
to inflitute ansinquiry, and to have juftice
done_to the poor injured flave !
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Whether our endeavors in his behalf
may be crowned with fuccefs, is extremely
doubtful, but the unhappy hiitory of our car-
peater’s punihment will convey to you fome
idéa of the kind of juftice to be expe@ted by
, flaves. The alleged offenderis not heard in mi-
tigation, nor are any of his colour admitted in
evidence, although they might be able wholly
to difprove the charge; hence, whenever a
white man is bafe cnough to perjure himfelf
in accufation,, the flave can have no hope of
efcaping from punithment. .
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LETTER XVIIL

Author embarks on board a Commifariat floop té proceed from
Demarara to Berbifche.  Expefls to complete the paflage
in a few hours, but is detained at fea foiir days and nights,
deprived of almoft every neceffary and every comfort. Dee
Jeription of the Voltigeur and ils accommodations. The'
cabin a asyetched hole of filth and vermin. Its furni-
ture. The library. Expedition of pafingers in the boat.
Vyrious qnd tormenting delays. The captain enyaged and
intemperate. View at the opening of the Berbifche river.
Happy fenfations on arrx"vir:g at Fort William Frederic.

Berbifche, May 31..

Exrrcrinc a paffage of only a few hours to
this colony, I left Demarara the day after
writing to you my laft letter, on board a {mall
.veflel which I had not feen previous to em-
barking for the voyage ; and which offered no
accommodation but that of being bound di-
ret to the place of my deftination. ‘This, in-
deed, feemed to be all that was required, for
I was afflured doth on fhore, and when I
arrived on board, that, in lgfs than twenty-
four hours, we thould be at Rerbiiche. But,
VOL. I fr



274

confiftent wjth the uncertainties to which I
am always doomed, whenever my perfon is
entrufted to the fickle ocean, this fhort paf-
fage, from a multitude of adverfe circumftances,
was extended to a fadly tedious voyage ; and,
in many refpe@s, the moft comfortlefs and
difagreeable I’ have known. Inftead of a few
hours only, we were four long days at fea.
A minute detail of the progrefs of each fuc-
ceflive day may, perhaps, be as tedious to ycu
as the voyage has been to me: yet, to fay,
merely, that we were four days making a
paffage of only a few leagues, would convey
to you uo idea of the extreme difcomfort, and
the various and ‘multiplied annoyances to
which I was expofed. Let me, therefore,
give you the particulars in my own way,
and, if it feemeth meet, you may take as many
days to read the hiftory of the voyage as we
did to make it; and then if you pleafe, gou
may commit it, as I would gladly have done
the veflel in which it was written . . . . to
the flames. l

At eight o'clock on the morning of the
.26th inft.,, I embarked on board the zbove
floop to proceed from Fort William Frederic,



at the mouth of the Demarara fiver; to Fort
St. Andrew, at the entrance of the river Ber-
bifche. The weflel was employed by the
Commiffariat, to convey ftores and provifions
to the garrifon. She was named Voltigeur,
and if the term was meant to imply a rolling
and tumbling veflel, in oppofition to every
thing of fpeed or expedition, it, furely, could
not have been more correétlyapplied, for never
did an unwieldy calk move more heayily on
the water. ‘

Quite upexpettedly I met with five other
paflengers on boagd, so all of whom I was an
entire ftranger. I thought myfelf fortunate-
in baving procured three fmall chickens, and
a falted pig’s face, with fome fruit and vegeta~
bles, as my fhare of ftock for the voyage ; and
which, I was told by my friends on thore, who
had often made the paflage, w3s an ample fup-
ply, it being probable that I thould not have
to remain more than a fingle day on board.
The other gentlemen, having more confidence,’
than myfelf, in the wind, the fea, and the Vol-
tigeur, had embarked without provifions or
ftores of any kind,



276

The anchor was weighing when I ar-
rived on board, I, therefore, had fcarcely any
opportunity of fecing my. fellow paflengers
befote we were under fail; nor had I time to
become at all acquainted with them ere [ was
compelled to retreat, and to hide myfelf from
their fociety ; for, as ufual, my head became
fenfible of the fea-motion before we had well
efcaped from the river, and my ftomach {ym-
pathifing, violent ficknefs {eized me, and I was
compelled to hurry to bed.

'Till now I had taken no thought regard-
ing either cabin or couch, the fhortnefs of the
voyage, and the warm and fteady temperature
of the climate had fuperfeded all concern re-
fpeting a birth for the night—every accom-
modation being affured to me by fitting upon
deck, or lying down in the open air. The
ills of noon, and the unaccommodating nawre
of the Voltigeur had no fhare in my calcula-
tions. - But.I now difcovered that no relief
to the prefent fufferings could be had upon
deck. . To fit up was impoffible, the violence
of the reaching being altogether infupportable,
and, as the.veflel offered mo proteting fhade,
to lie down updn the dick, expofed to the full
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power of a burning fun; was to invite almoft
certain difeafe; and, further, as there were no
quarter-boards, nar any other defence at the
fides of the-floop, I muft have been everv mo-
ment in danger of being rolled overboard inte
the fea.

~ Under thefe circumftances I was driven
to feek fhelter in the cabin, fuch as it might
chance to be; and, to this end, I was con-
du@ed to a kind of trap door in the quarter- -
degk, called a hatch-way ; and, the hatch being .
lifted off, a dark hole below was pointed out
to me as the cabin, 3nd the only place where
I could recline my aching head, or hope relief
for my fickened ftomach. Subdued by the
deprefling languor of naufea, I was too ill to
hefitate ;—to lic down was my only care. A
death-like ficknefs impelled me on ; and, un-
affifted by ftairs or ladder, I dropped myfelf,
by medns of my trembling arms, down the
opening into this murky cell. My feet were
quickly arrefted by the ald chefts, and other
lumber fcattered about this filthy place, which™
was not of fufficient depth to admit of my
ftanding upright, without sbeing half out at
_the batch-way ; ncither was there room to fig _

3
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down, nor a,chair, nor ftool to reft upon—
hence it only remained to me to crawl upon
my hands and knees over the loofe chefts and
barrels' to the fartheft extent of the cabin, and
there throw myfelf into a wooden birth fixed
at the fide; which I found too fhort to admit
of the full extenfion of my perfon, and too
near the planks of the deck above, to allow
of my remaining in any but an extended
pofture.

_ Still the annihilating naufea I fuffered
rendering me infenfible to all other ills, I
folded myfelf up, as well as the thortnefs and
narrownefs of my contrated birth would al-
low, and afluming, as neatly as I could, the
horizontal pofition, fought only to efcape from
the diftrefling ficknefs that overpowered me:
nor was it until this had fomewhat abated that
-1 difcovered the horrors of the contraded
dungeon into which I had crawled. Darknefs
and naufea had concealed from me, not only
the limited extent, but the many other ills of
" this wretched hole. At a moment when the
all-concealing ficknefs had a little fubfided, a
failor with a light in his hand, dropped through
the opening by’ which ‘I had defcended. It
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were impoflible to deferibe the fenfations I
experienced upon difcovering the fcene which
now opened to me. The execrable neft-in
which I was lying was not {imply crowded
and confined, beyond all that the annoyances
I had felt had led me to fufpe&, but it was a
tout enfemble of naftinefs, that defies all de-
feription.  Words can only conyey to you, a
faint idea of the dirty and abominable place,

in which, for four long days, fick and without
food, I had to live.

* THfs horrid cell, called a cabin, was only
fix feet long, feven wide, and four in' depth;
and was further contra@ed to lefs than half
its dimenfion, by the loofg old chefts, and
worm-eaten coffers ftanding on the deck be-
low ; the thick fheets of cobwebs fufpended
from the deck above; and the crowd of filthy
ornaments hanging on all fides. To fit or to
ftand appeared impoffible ;. ftarcely, indeed,
was there room to lie down, or to breathes
Not only was I fhocked to fee the noxious

den I was in, but was puzzled to conjecture’

how I could have fteered my paflage to the

birth; where I was lying, Both the entrance

to the cabin, and the path I %had travelled to
’ T
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my couch were fuch as I could only have
pafled during the infenfibility of a fevere fit
of naufea. Defcending from the hatch-way
above, I muft have alighted upon a heap of
unfixed trunks and coffers, at the ritk of my
legs being jammed between them ; then I had
to crawl, upon my hands and knees, over the
old unfteady lumber, breaking my way through
filth-thickened cobwebs, at the hazard ofbeing -
entangled in the firong net-work of gigantic
fpiders, whofe labours had known no iriterrup-
tion fince the ‘building of the fhip ; and who,
by conftant toil, had, manufactured fheets and
cordage of almoft fufficient ftrength to work
it. But when compared to the many other
offenfive things which filled the place, thefe
arachnoide hangings might be regarded as the
rich tapeftry of the apartment.

I was really feized with terror on helrold-
ing the actual ftate of this noifome prifon-hole,
for, confidering its confined limits, and the
multiplicity of foul and offenfive things that
were-crammed, into it, it appﬁared quite mi-
raculous that I fhould have efcaped the fate of

. our countrymen «who were configned ¢o the
celebrated hole‘of Calcutta,
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At each fide of this dark abode was a
fixed fleeping birth which was narrow, fhort,
and dirty. The,centre was filled with barrels,
tubs, old fea chefls, greafy coffers, and other
lumber. At one end ftood a tub of ftinking
falt meat; at the other, one with rotten po-
tatoes, and pots of rancid butter. The cabin
was the general receptacle—the, ftore-houfe,
cellar, pantry, and larder of the fhip. Under
the births, faluting the nofes of thofe lying in
them, were filthy worm-eaten chefts, filled
with dirty long-worn apparel, and other high-
effenced contents. One was fet apart for
unwathed knives and forks, dirty plates, ba-
fons, and difhes; another for the odorous
remains of yefterday’s dinner. In one corner
ftood a bag of mufty bifcuit—in another hung
an old greafe-thickened lantern. Hand-
fpikes, marline- fpikes, dirty fwabs, a broken,
mouldy cafe with a compafs—an old worm-
eaten ditto with a quadrant, twoor tliree broken
fithing Imes, a battered old fpeaking trumpet,
and a v:\rxety of other implements, hung, or

firewed about, added to the furmtux‘fe of the
apartment.

L}

But worft of all were the poifonous old
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blankets of the fleeping births ; and the
myriads of infe@s and vermin crawling about,
and making a public high-way of my body.
Rats and mice, cockroaches, mufquitoes, fleas,
and ants formed only a part of the catalogue,

You will believe that on difcovering how
I was placed, I loft no time in attempting my
efcape from this wretched neft. But, on rifing,
a violent and enfeebling ficknefs again feized
me, and from the caufes I have mentioned, it
was impoffibie to remain upon deck ; I there-
fore made the experiment of ftanding in the
hatchway, with my head through the opening,
fo as to catch the pafling breeze ; but the in-
tenfe heat from the perpendicular rays of the
fun, and the death-like naufea and inceflant
reaching produced by the ere& pofition, foon
chafed me from this wholefome ftation, and
left me only a choice of evils—either to extend
myfelf upon deck expofed to burning heat, at
the rifk of being rolled overboard into the fea;
or, again, to throw myfelf into the deadly hole
I had lefc. The former of thefe meafures
almoft infured dileafe—the latter threatened
a poMonous fuffocation, and the danger of
being devoured by vermin.
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In this dilemma—unable to decide which
might prove the lefler evil, and almoft finking
from the languor produced by naufea and vo-
miting, I, at length, refolved to return tg the
manifold ills of the cabin; but continued at the
hatch-way, fupporting a degree of reaching,
which almoft inverted my ftomach, while one
of the failors removed the blankets," and other
offenfive things, that were in the, birth, and
{wept and fcrubbed it out, in order to give
me the bare boards as a refting place.

I now drew on a pair of thick fuftian
pantaloons that reached down to my- feet;
buckled them faft in my fhoes ; put on a pair of
ftrong gloves ; covered my head and great
part of my face, with my night-cap; and
changing my coat for a loofe morning gown,
rolled myfelf up fo as to leave fcarcely more
than my nofe acceflible; and, thus proteQed,
tumbled again into the birth F had quitted,
bidding defiance to the infe@s, vermin, and
every annoyance around me. Fortunately
my fenfes werc not, at this moment, very acute,
for I laboured under a {evere catarrh which de-
priveds me of the facuities qf fmelling, and
tafting, and almoft robbed me.of fight. By
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ficknels apd want of reft, my fenfe of feeling
was alfo becometorpid ; fo that the ear was the
only qrgan which retaingd its. full power of re-
ceiving offenfive impreffions. Situated as I
was, all this might be confidered as foriunate,
for I was compelled to remain throughout the
remainder of the day, cither violently reaching,
or fickly viewing the wretched and difguft-
ing fcene around me.

Before evening poor old Mr. Serjeant,
one of my fellow paffengers, was likewife. feiz-
ed with f{icknefs, and compelled to feek relief
by réclining his head in the oppofite birth of
the cabin. I had now a compznion in my
afflition, but this brought no alleviation to my
fufferings.—1I felt that this old gentleman, who
poffefled a large property and all the comforts
of an opulent eftate, might be lefs prepared
than myfelf, to encounter the hardfhips‘and
annoyances we were expofed to ; and this idea,
in no degree, contributed to my relief. In
painful {ympathy we mutually bewailed each
other’s diftrefs, looking with anxious hope to
alefs offenfive birth upon the open deck, when
the fun fhould ¢ake his leave for the rfight.
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But in this expeQtation we were grievouf-
ly difappointed. 'The retreat of the fun was
fucceeded by heavy torrents of rain; and in-
ftcad of our being able to return upon deck,
all the other paflfengers were driven belows
crowding both the cabin and hatch-way, foas
to threaten us with the pains of f{uffocation.
Every old cheft and trunk now cracked with
the weight of fome .one haftening down to
cfcape from the rain ; and, quickly, no lefs than
feven or eight perfons, were crowded into this
contralted hole of fpiders and vermin, com-
mittihg depredations upon their net-work
hangings, and tearing down the ftrong .ham-
mocks in which for yetrs paft, they had refi-
ed undifturbed. The whole hoft was thus
put to flight. All theliving things of the ca-
bin feemed to be let loofe in alarm. Numerous
flocks of old fpiders, overgrown cockroaches,
rats, ants, and other travellers, ran diftraGted-
ly about the births, kicking up &heir heels in
our faces, and {campering, without ceremony,
over every part of our perfons.

Nor was this the worft of our troubles,
for, on.account of th- rain, agd from fome of
the creolés, who were ftationed about the open-
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* ing, complaining of cold, we were expofed to
the' flill greater annoyance—to the extreme-
peril of lying with the hatch-way clofed. But
this I fele it totally impoffible to endure ; and
therefore, loudly, and earnefily, entreated, that
crowded and ftowed as we were, we might
not, on any account, be fhut from the breeze.
Poflibly it might have proved an cffeGual ex-
pedient for relieving us from the vermin, and
infe@s ; but, from being apprehenfive of my
own lungs, I was unwilling to hazard the ex-

e

periment, .

In a ftate truly deplorable 'did we pafs
a long and wearifome night. I had taken no
. food ; nalifea fiill opprefled me ; my very bones
ached ; my cold was fevere; my eyes were
fwoln froin reaching, and from want of reft;
my head throbbed with pain ; the heat of ghe
cabin was fuffocating ; and 1 was almoft expir-
ing from want of air.  With what anxiety
did I wait the return of day ; and when grey
morning ftole in at the hatch:way, how joy-
fully did I hail its happy dawn!

My mind’s’eye now faw the fort 6f Ber-
bifche clofe a-head of the floop, and I contem-
11
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plated a fpeedy efcape from all the perils and
annoyances of the execrable Voltigeur. We
had been under fail during the whole of the
night, and it was no unreafonable flight of
fancy to expet that we approached near to
theend of the voyage. But the term of our
fufferings was not thus foon to .clofe. New
vexations arofe, and difappointment again pre-
fented its thorns. An old failor, who had been
employed to take his watch at the helm, dur-
ing the night, had devoted to all fubduing
Morpheus, and fteered the veffel a wrong
courfé ; from which accident we had now the
mortification to find ourfelves more  diftant
from Berbifche, than wé had been in the even-
ing. 'This was a cruel blow: to my happieft
expeations ; and judging from the progrefs
hitherto made, the warm hope of being foon
on fhore, was fuperfeded by the fear of being
detained another night on board.

One of the paflengers, who; it proved,
was the owner of the veflel, obferving my fo.
licitude, offered me confolation, by remarking
that we were not far diftant from an eftate of
his, upoa the coaft, and affuring me that if the
veflel (hould not be able to reachr Berbifche in
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the evening, rather than we fhould fuffer fuch
. anorher night, he would take us all off in the
boat to fleep at his houfe on fhore. This
was; indeed, a real comfort to ine, and I fup-
ported the ficknefs and otherills of the day,in
the full confidence of being, one way or
other; relieved from them at night,

Our heavy floop proceeded in dull move-
ment, making {low progrefs, and fcarcely re-
gaining, dliring the whole of the day, the dif-
tancc the had loft in the njght. Evening again
approached and our Captain faw no préfpet
of reaching Berbifche.  Finding this, the
paflengers upon deck* kindly fent a meflage
down into the cabin, informing me, that we
were within fight of the eflate, at which we
were to {leep. This was happy news indeed !
The profpe& of efcaping from the detefted
Voltigeur, although but for a few hours,
brought inftart relief to ;'x;y fickened ftomach !
The affli¢ting naufea vanifhed, and, in high
delight, I haftened from my hard bed of fick-
nefs to feck a fweeter birth orr fhore,

¢

But vexatjon and difappointment were
again our lot y and no alleviating remiffion of
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our I'uﬁ'enngs was allowed It waj difcovered
that we were too far diftant from the fhore to
go off in the boat ; 3nd moreover that it was
the ebb of tide, which rendered it impoflible’
that we could traverfe the deep bank of mud,
which extended from the water’s edge to the
land.

It was next debated whethei it might
anfwer our purpofe to avail outfelves of
the return ‘of the tide, and of our nearer
appraach to the +hore, at a later hour:
but,’again, our hopes wete defeated, by the
unexpe@ed decline of the breeze, which moft
provokingly placed us’ upon the watef ina .
dead calm. Prefently the evening clofed, and
it growing fuddenly dark, we were compelled
to abandon the proje&t, and to fubmit to the
torture of paﬂing another night on board.

As my next refource I refolved to Fvoid the
por[onous fienchandfilth ofthe cabin ,by pillow-
ing my head upon the open deck until morning:
but I found that oy meafure of vexation was
not yey filled, for I was quickly chafed from
this. well-dired couch, by the. faling of heavy
tain; and compelied o return® to my neft of

VOL. 11, cw
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fpiders. As the evil was without a remedy, I
haftened below, and, keeping on my clothes
and thoes, tumbled in upon the bare boards I
had left, cracking numbers of cockroaches, and
other infe@s in my fall ; for the whole multi-
tude of creeping things feemed to have met
in congrefs in the birth, not expe&ing my re-
turn ; and in the alarm of fudden interruption
fome were cruthed, while the others paced and
fcrambled their way over my perfon, even in
greater droves than before.

The rain continued to fall, and from all
the paflengers again crowding into the cabin,
we were clofe-ftowed in confined and offenfive
heat, and paffed another fadly wretched night:
which to me was more diftrefling than the
former, on account of my cold being fome-
what relieved, and my olfaGory powers in a
flight degree reftored. How anxioufly did I
wifh to place dn additional feather in the wing
of time—how pray, ere the night had well
commenced, that morning would again ap-

pear !

*  'The few hours abfence of light feemed
quite an age ; for, annoyed and reftlefs as I' was,
. ) .

-
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through the night; fleep was a ftranger to my
eyes. Indeed had the foothing deity of repofe
invited me to his foft bowers, I fhould have.
refufed the oﬂ'enng, in the apprehenfion that if
T ceafed to keep. watch, I might lofe a finger,
either of the hand or the foot ; or be eaten in
holes by the herds of hungry vermin,; that
were feeking to make a preéy of my body.
Comfortlefs, weatied, and with aching _.bon.es,
I gladly greeted the return of day, and with=
out dwelling upon minor ills, felt it fortunate
to haye'prcferved myfelf.;...in 4 wholefkin!

To prevent the accident.of the preceding
night, we had let go the anchor ; and, with-
out the rifk of fteering away from our courfe, .
remained near the fhore until the revolving fun
again broke from.the waters of the eaft to
guide our path, It was now difcovered that
we had been lying near to the eftate of our
fellow paflenger, where it was ‘intended we
fhould have flept ; and it alfo appeared that
we were only a few hours tun from Berbilche ;
and that, unlefs fome néw prevention occurred,
we could not fajl’ to complete our voyage in
the cousfe of the day.

: -usg



292

. But, unhappily, the proptictor of the

veflel now defired to be fet on fhore; and we
could not weigh anchor yntil the failors, who
went off with tie boat thould return. At 7
o’clock Mr. took his departure from the
veflel, carrying with him the other paffengers,
and leaving me to make the remainder of the
voyage alone. |

I ‘before obferved that thefe gentlemen
brought no provifions on board ; and as my
fcanty ftock' had only ferved the mefs for a
fingle dinner, we had already been reduced
to the'negro diet of plantains and water for
nearly two days. This had, kitherto, been
'no inconvenience tome, for my fickened fto-
‘mach refufed equaily every kind of nourifh-
ment ; but my greateft diftrefs arofe from the
other -paffengers having devoured every morfel
of my fruit, while I was lying fick and ill be-e

.Jow, not leavig me a fhaddock, noran orange,
to mo;ﬂen my l(ps, or cool my tongue. -

- On thexr lea\rmg the ﬂoop, I earncﬂly
entreated them not to detain the boat a mo-
- ment after they.landed, left we fhould be pre-
vented from ‘ reaching Berbifche by night.



293

They in reply aflured me that it (hould ot be
delayed a minute beyond ‘the txmé neceﬁ'ary
for fending us ¢ fome fruit, and fome provi
fions for the captiin’s dinner.” But, inaerti-
tude was flill the maxim of the fickle element,
and ftern ocean remitted. not his unfteady and
defpotic rule. ~Inftead of the boat coming
back, dire@tly, we were kept waitirig the-whole
of the day, under an anxiety which it were
more eafy to conceive, than exprefs.

The third night came on,s and no boat
appéared: Our fituation was now tenfold
more diftrefling.than before., Withont the
men who went off with the boat, we had not
hands enough to work the veffel. No reme-
dy, therefore, remained, but to wait for- them,
however delayed theif.return. ‘The mortlﬁca-'
tion of having to pafs another night in my of-
fenve den, was fadly aggravated by the vexa-
tion of lying at anchor, near to the place of def-
tination, more than double the time that was
required” to complete the voyage ; and if ever
one day of twenty-four hours was longer
than another- it* was furely -this. Only one
idea ogcupied the mind. The delayed return
of thé boat excluded every other contempla-

U3
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tion, and chaining our thoughts to a ﬁngle
link, the heavy languor of difappeinted expec-
tation lengthened a moft wearifome day into

€

moré than a tedxous week !

‘ The poor captain, grown even more im-
patient than' myfelf, became quite outrageous,
and from no fatisfa@ory caufe explaining to
his mind the detention of the boat, he fought
not to reftrain his rage, but kicked and ftamp-
ed upon the deck, pouring forth dreadful fea
oaths, in the full coarfenefs of .broad Barba-
does diale@, and with all the emphais of un-
bounded execration, His curfés were really
tremendous. They were unlike all that had
-before met my ear ; and were rendered doubly
odious by the drawlmg accent in which they
were pronounccd .

Notwithftanding my determination tos
meet the rough and the fmooth of life as they
fhall chance to fall in my path, this I confefs
was a day of trial to my philofophy? Bemg
without food and drmk without fociety, or
any other agrement, 'T'was not able to beguile
the flothful hougs, either by converfation “or
the pleafures of the table ; and  was even dif-
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appointed in the hope of diverting my mind,
from the fatigue of unremitted fufpenfe, by
reading. Intending to make the trial, I begged
of the ftamping;raving captain to thew mge his
library—Aye, exclaimed he, with a broad
oath, that I can foon do ! And, in truth, fo
he might; for it confifted only of an oid
mouldy copy of the failor’s Vade mecurs, and
* the fecond volume of The Tattler, worm-eaten,
and held together by a needleful of worfted.
As I was not in humour with the fea, nor any
thing appertammg thereto, I thyew afide the
multy old guide, and fat down to tattle with
Mr. Bickerftaff, hoping in his fociety to forget
the cares of the moment ; but fill the boat—
the boat annoyed me atevery page, and I found
itimpofhible to abftra® my thoughts from the
painful apprehenfion of paffing another night
on board the execrable Voltigeur. However,
with fometimes tattling, fometimes thinking,
and fometimes looking,out, I contrived to wear
away the torpid hours; and, flow and dilatory
as they had feemed, I found that the tedious
day had téo foon pafied away ; for the cheer-
ing god of light again funk into the weftern
waves,—-—and no boat had arrived !

UQ R
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The veflel belng at .anchor, .and néar the
fhore, the motion was not confiderable ;- ;- and,
confequently, the violent ficknefs and reach=-
ing, which had hitherto diftrefled me, were a
little abated, and I remained, during the
greater part of the day, upon deck ; but as is
common, at this feafon of the year, heavy rain
again® fell at night, and I was driven below
to pafs the hours of darknefs amidft the filth
and perils of my former retreat. Defending
myfelf, as before, againft the enemies that be-
fieged me, I, very relu@antly, committed my
perfon to their attack. My head. ached . fe-
verely; I was enfeebled "and languid from
former reaching, and the want of food ; and
every circumftance, around me, tended to rob
me of reft. But exhaufted nature fought relief.
My eye-lids hung heavy, and did occafionally
fall together; yet all repofe was denied me,
for no. fooner was ‘I off my guard, than I
was again roufed by formidable troops march-

ing acrofs my face and my perfon, andin.
flifking fharp wounds in ord¢r to drmk my
‘blood.,, Lt , P '

\'I’hegfpoor earaged captgin, bidding de-
fiance . to. the fhowers, remained throughout
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the gréater part of the night fwearlng and
flamping upon deck; and, in his” watchful
look-ouyt for the boat, kept himfelf awake by
pouring dread Barbddian curfes upon the heads
of thofe who detained it.

After a long and wearifome watching the
eye of morning unclofed, and day again broke -
in at the opening of .the cabin.* Much rain
had fallen during the night, but the fun fmiled
propitious through his morning robes, and
feemed to offer cheerful greetings. With
eagar anxiety I fo.qght tidings of our boat,
but could obtain no. mtelhgence regardipg her.
Neither was fhe arrived, nor in fight. The
whole round of a day and night had paffed,
fince fhe left us, and we were wholly loft in
conje&ure what could poﬂibly detain her.

I now bcgan to feel alarmed for my fel-
IOW-paﬂ'engers, and foon became more_anxious
concerning their- fafety; than regarding the
return of the boat. Something furely muft
have happened. ' The tide and the mud ap-',
peared no longer fufficient to explain the de-
lay. Still had we no means of obtaining, nor
even. of feeking mform,auon, and it only )
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“mained to us to continue the expectations of
the precedihg day, rendered far more anxious
from our apprehenfions refpe@ing the fate of
the gentlemen who had Jeft ts.
I had very early ef;apeci from the cabin,
- and having ¢€xhaufted all inquiries and conjec-
tures, without difcovering any poflible re-
medy, it next became a queftion how to kill
the heavy time. I had, already, travelled as
far as Fmis with Ifaac Bickerftaff ; and bad
nothing left in the fhape of a book but the
dirty worn-out Vade mecum : therefore, great
as wag my averfion to the fea, a feeming ne-
ceffity drove me to {eparate the dirty pages of
the old guide. A Dutch diGionary had been
nearly as entertaining. I, neverthelefs, la-
boured through latitudes and longitudes, and
meridians, and altitudes, quite to the end; and
ftill . . . . . no boat appeared! -
I, next, reflumed my tattling with Mr.
‘Bickerftaff, purfuing our converfation of yei-
terdaj, until about noon, when, to the great
joy of all on board, our long-ioft boat hove in
fight! Both tattler and guide were Inftantly
forgoutést, and, leaping up, 1 atked, impul-
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ﬁvely,.if we had yet time to reach Berbifche
by night. The captain affured rag that we
had ; and you will believe that we kepi our
eyes, ftedfaftly dn the boat, withing her, ten-
fold fpeed. At length, after an abfence of
thirty-two moft tedious hours, {he came fafe
alongfide ; when we learned that no accident
had occurred ; but that owing to the immenfe
beds of drifted mugd on the coaft, and to the
tide making againft them, when they firft
neared the fhore, all the party had been kept
at fea in the open boat, expofed to the full
ardor of a vertical fun, and without a morfel
to eat, or a drop to drink, during the whole
of the preceding day, from feven o’clock in
the morning until ten at night : fince which
the boat had been kept on fhore to give reft
and refrefhment to the poor failors, who were
cruelly exhaufted with heat and fatigye.

Thus did it appeat that there were f{itu-
ations even more diftrefling than being con-
fined ol board the odious Voltigeur ; for thofe
who had-gone off in. the boat had been greater
fufferers than myfelf. But I was furprized to
find that men, who had fo recently known
the flls of privation, did not experignce fome
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feelings of fympathy tqwards othérs. Although
they knew that we were lying waiting in
fad fufpenfe, and without food or drink, ex-
cept fome ftale plantains ‘and‘ bad " water, not-
withftanding the boat remained on fhore full
twelve hours after they landed, they had not
the liberality—~the compaffion, I might fay, to
fend off either a bit, or a drop to the mafter
of the veflel, whom they had kept waiting;
‘or. to the perfon whole provifions they had
eaten. ’

- We could not.but feel hurt at this ne-
gle&: but we recolleted that they landed at
night, and in a ftate of fatigue and difcomfort
but little calculated to extend their confidera-
tion beyond their own perfons; and we hopeid
to feel it thie lefs on account of fpeedily reach-
"ing ‘the. haven whither we were bound : but,.
ag if the torments of this vexatious voyagee
were never to and, when the boat Yeached us,
‘it-was djfcovered that the tide did not ferve
for. us to get under weigh ; and, confequently,
we wcre obliged to fpend- two hours of more
tedlous yraiting than 4I. that*had” pafled, be-
fore we could qpen our fauls to the wind. At
length the beat, beipg hauled .up aftern, and
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the tid.e ferving, we again ftood ouf to fea

the captain affuring me that we fift had fuffi-

cient time “to reach Berbifche by fun-fet.

Knowing her talent for, failing, I had firong"
doubts of this; but did not deem it wife to

difcourage the commander by condemning his

veflel. The fa& probably, would, too foon

explain itfelf. -

The wind was not in our favor, and on
my firt venturing to afk how we came on,
I learned that we were about ‘half a league
Jurther from port than when we were lying
at anchor.  Still I was enough a failor t0 have
this explained to my fatisfation, by the ob-
fervation that it was neceffary to fand well out,’
in order to fesch the river upon the next tack.
But very foon after, on attempting to bring
the veffel about, new perplexities arofe. The
Voltigeur difobeyed the helm, and would not
veer to the wind. In the failor’s language, the
would neither lack- noir wear, but remained,
fixed like a log ‘upom the water. . I frood
equally fixed, obferving all that paﬂ'ed-, with- .
out hazarding a‘fyllable. 8f remark ; for, how-
ever bad a veflel may be,-and however much
her captain may abufe b,m himlelf; - ﬁlllsevery

3 .
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¢ommander is fo tenacious regarding the
vefle! undér his dire&ion, that it were treafon
for any other perfon to fpeak of her as a bad
failor.

The poor captain now ftamped and fwore
worfe than -ever; and I had a full opportu-
nity of hearing the whole catalogue of vulgar
fea-oaths, delivered in the broadeft Creole dia-
le@. He curfed tlie veflel’s eyes, her heart,
and her fides—uttered dreadful oaths upon
her head, her foul, and her liver, and after
loading her with all the dreadful imprecations
that vuigar rage could invent, he completed
the climax, by exclaiming to thé failots © /—
ber, cut ber old throat, d bér T

After much exertion; and a varied repe-
tition of oaths, and enraged-ftampings upon
the deck, the veffel wae brought about, and®
we ftood in fof the fhore, failing for a fhort
time in fteady approach to the river;. but
within lefs than 'a fhort half-hour, the bright
profpe&t, which had fo recentl'y opened to us,
was again obfcured, by the Voltigeur firiking
upon the mud, and being nearly fixed aground.
Fortunately the went about on this tack, with
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greater facility than the other, and hence, by
putting her round, fhe was foon’ fet afloat
again: but it was now neceflary to ftand
away, and make a long reach, from the {Bore,
in order to get into deep water. This would
neceflarily delay our arrival, yet ftill the cap-
tain infifted that we fhould reach Berbifche
at night. But upon my next inquiry refpect-
ing our progrefs I found that this was not
very probable, for we were then fix miles
further off than when the boat came to us in
the morning. :

Soon afterwards all hands were fummoned,
and “ about, about,” re-echoed throughout the
floop. But the vexatious Voltigeur again rc-
fited. She had a fad antipathy to the Ber-
bifche river, and on their attempting to tack
for the fhore, fhe refufed to turn her head that
way. The 'poor captain, who had carefully
ftationed every man at his;poft,sand prepared,
with all due care, for putting her about, grew
almoft frantic. 'He ftamped and raved, and
fwore with all the bitternefs of unbridled
wrath ; and, haVing gone" through all his
volumg of oaths, he threw, himfelf down,
exhaufted by his exertions and, his . fury, ex»
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cfaxmmg--“ Dammee i f we, _/lmll get in ta-mgbl‘,
Jor foe’ll neither wag one tway nor Fother.” For
this I was not unprepared, my expe&ations for
fomé¢ hours previous, havmg been of accord
with the information: and although the epi-
thets of old, rotten and leaky, ufed by the
enfuriated captain, were, from all appearance,
very correctly true, I was grown too refigned,
or too callous ta all the ills-of wy fituation, 1
experience any feelings of alarm refpe@ing
our, fafety.
~ After fome delay the veflel did come. dbout,
and we again ftood on,. boldly, for the land,
making all poffible fall; the mafter and his
crew not defpairing of being able to reach
Berbifche by night. But, as.if the very
fates had comBined with the elements, to
throw every obftacle in the way of our pafiage,
the bréeze fuddenly dropped, and we were
‘befet in a caim! Againft this impediment
feither the oaths. of t{he'cqmlmander, nor the
exertions of the failors could ought avail.
The captain -who had already opened his
wﬁolé ftore of imprecations ‘was about: to re-
peat themi with manful energy, but, regolleét-
ing himfelf, ke beftowed -oneé round curfe.
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upon the wind and the' paffage, and as a
clofing exclamation cried out—* D— the
old tub, it is not her fault neither—there is not
a thimbleful of wind! Dammee if we _/Zwall get

in this week !’

Thus ended the failing of the‘day, and we
again let go our anchor for the night. The
poor harafled man now became more tranquil,
and I took courage to addrefs him in conver-
fation, when I learned, that after all the fatigue
and exertions of the day, we ‘were *further
from Berbifche than we had been the prgced-
ing night; but that we had the advanfage of
lying in deeper water, and, confequently, were
better fituated for availing ourfelves of the
morning breeze.

I refuméd my hard birth, proteted
as before, and bade deﬁance to the many
companions of my neft. Nalfea had dif-
tréfled me throughout the day, and the re-
ftored power of my' olfaltories was not in
favor of its removal The very fevere reach-
ing had ceafed, but the want of. food, and the
extreme heit of the atmofphore rendered ine
feeble and languid : 'yet g was ‘more comforts

YOL. 1I. e x
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Jefs than ill, and feemed only to require reft
to relieve me from perfonal fufferings. Un-
happily this was denied me, and, in naufea,
and difcomfort, I rolled out ‘the tedious hours
of night,

The fifth morning of this wretched voy-
age was ferene and clear, and I left my fleeplefs
couch at an early hour to breathe a purer air
upon deck ; when, upon looking out, I per-
ceived an ifland not far diftant, and lying
dire@tly in our courfe. From the failors I
learned that it was within the mouth of the
river'Berbifche. This was happy intelligence,
and feemed to promife a {peedy termination of
our teemful voyage. 'When the captain came
upon deck, he greeted me with a broad oath,
afluring me that I {hould breakfaft at Fort
William Frederic. I wifhed it might be fo :
indeed all fcemed now within our reach, and
it appeared to e fcarcely poflible that any new
impediment could interrupt the completion of
our paffage ; but the experience we<had had
was fufficient to create doubts in the mind of
the moft fanguine, and to temper his warmeft
expedations to the fobriety of tardy and inter-
rupted accomp}iﬁ:mcnt—-—nay, to convince him

3
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that th:: uncertainties of a fea voyage could
never end until the foot was again upon terra
Jirma. If any ftronger convi&tion of this fa&
could have been required, it had been amply
fupplied to my mind by what followed.

At feven o’clock we weighed anchor, and
immediately made all poffible fail, with the
ifland difplaying its thick woods, direétly a-
head of the floop, and forming a very pleafing
obje&. As we came nearer to it, I obferved
that it was fituated about the niiddle of the
river, and nearly oppofite to the landing place
at the fort. All feemed now propitious, and
we failed fmoothly ofi: but we had yet to
experience a further trial of patience! An
hour had not pafled, from the time of our
getting under weigh, before our progrefs was
completely arrefted by the Voltigeur again
ftriking upon the mud. ¢ By Heav’ns,” ex-
claimed the captain, “/be's agiund ! This is
worfe than ever!” All his vexations were now
cruelly aggravated by the mortification of his
pride, in confequence of being feen from the
fort; and he ran, ftamped, ftormed, and curfed
in loud. burfts of rage, which out-did all his
former doings. I felt the lefs ahnoyed by thig

X2,
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“additional delay, from the opportunit;' it af-
forded me ‘of contemplating the {cene before
us—more particularly as the veflel could not
fuffet any injury from her foft bed, and as we
were near enough to reach the fhore in the
boat, even fhould any accident render it necel-
fary for us to quit the floop. The beft ex-
ertions of the crew were of no avail—fixed in
the mud we were compelled to let go the
anchor, and wait until the flood of tide fthould
again fet us afloat. '

The view before us was that of a ‘wild
country, only juft opening into cultivation.
It comprized an extent' of wood and water,
with {mall patches of land breaking into in-
cipient tillage, but it had nothing of the bold
and romantic fcenery of mountainous regions.
The picture was foft and harmonious, We
were lying a few miles out at fea, looking
dire@ly up tle river; the quiet waters of
which were ftealing, in tranquil ftream, to the
ocean. No part of the territory of the ifland
was vifible, but from being flat and low, it
appeared a mere clufter of trees, growing out
of the water, angt caufing a pleafant break in
the wide embcuchure of the river. On the
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right was the weftern hore covereg] with one
mafs of heavy foreft, whofe gigantic timbers,
gradually elevating stheir crowded fummits
from the water’s cdge, formed one wide ex-
panfe of interminable verdure, which fancy
might eafily have converted into 3 green field
of immenfe extent, gently floping to the water.
On the left was the eaftern fhorey fhaded alfo
with deep forefts ; but, on this fide, the river’s
bank was partially thinned of its woods—and
prefcnted to our view the fort and batteries,
with, a deep favanna at the back of them. I
g“z.ed in carneft contemplation upon the {olemn
wildnefs of the fcene, and lamented not the
accident which had {o peculiarly placed it
before me. For a moment my mind was
wholly abftralted from every thing direétly
around me, and rambling in the fociety of the
wild men, the monkies, and other animals that
inhabit the bufb, 1vras totally loft amidft thefe
valt and unbounded forefts. But I was gnickly
interrupted from my reverie and recalled from
the endlefs woods, by aloud cry of * 4/ bands
to beave the anchgr”’ The tide had fupplied
us with water to float the floop, and we loft

no time in attemptmg to dcape from our
muddy birth,

)
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The weflel now flood dire&ly into the
mouth of the river, and, being careful to keep
the middle of the fiream, we again felt fecure
of our pailage. But the fates had not yet
fufficiently fchooled us in adverfity. Before
we had time to reach the fort the wind drop-
ped, and, from the veffel difobeying the helm,
we again drifted aground. This was worfe
than all; and the poor captain now fwore
that “ the very devil himfelf muff bave fet bis

Jpell upon the veffel

‘We were again compelled to let go the
anchor, in order to’ wait the return of the
breeze. Being near to the ifland and the fort,
I might have gone on fhore in the boat, but
I could not venture to afk our angry com-
mander to fpare any of his men for that pur-
pofe. I had often, before, feen him expengd
his wrath without prefuming to interrupt him.
It was now increafed to frenzy, and he loudly
vociferated— There is fome daamm, devil in
the fbip that's bringing us this paffage, and we
muft beave bim overboard, or,we fban’t get in
this month.” It was perilous to fpeak to him,
and, if any thin§ I might fay fhould chance o
ccrofs him, it was not certain but, in the overs
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flowings of his rage, he might fix upon me
as the © Jomas,” and deem it expediemt to
take his meafures acgordingly. At all events
it was neceffury to keep out of the way, in
order not to interrupt him or his men in
working the veffel; I therefore rgmained be-
low, during the high tide of his ravings and
ftampings, thewing my head only, at the hatch-
way, like an unhappy obje&t peeping out of
a prifon.

We remained for a confiderable time
dcep. fixed in mud. Luckily the meridian fun
approached with a fine breeze in his fuite, and
we were once more fét afloat, when we were
quickly placed alongfide the battery at St.
Andrew’s fort, and I moft gladly jumped on
fhore, rejoicing in the termination of a voyage
which had been harafling and vexatious, be-
yond all that the moft ill-tokened calculation
could have aaticipated. Never was poor fuf-
fering prifoner more happy in being releafed
from long confinement, than I was to elcape
from my noifome abode in the Voltigeur. -
During four fad long days, and four ftill more
wearifome nights had I beensimmured in the
filthieft of all filthy dungeond, ill, and in a

x4
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manner without food cr fupport, having only
the repetitibn of bad plantains every day for
brcakfaﬁ for dinner, and for fupper

I was met at the water’s edge by Mr.
Mackie, the a&ing furgeon of the garrifon,
who kindly'condu@ed me to an apartment,
where T could caft off my fca garments, and
fubmit my perfon to the purifying procefs of
a complete ablution. Few, perhaps, would
have wifhed for my birth on board the wretch-
ed Voltigeur-~but all might have cnvied me
the luxury of my bath on leaving it ! I cafinot
tell you how delightful—how grateful it was!
'The adult baptifm of the moft devoted bigot
could not be more enchanting. It was in
truth the water of holinefs. It refrefhed, it
animated,-~nay, infpired me ! I felt new life,
and certainly was . . . ... ... a very different
being ! On landing I had been fick and com=
fortlels, with ny head dizzy, my knees tremb-
ling, and my who'e frame enfecbled : but,
after my ablution, I felt born a-new; my
ftrength returned ; 1 was no longer fick ; a
general glow of health and ffefhnefs was dif-
fufed over me, and I became the creature

Of svesenneyatenesanew world!
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LETTER XIX.

Situation of Fort William Frederic.  Indians, tigers, monkies,
and parrots inhabit the furrounding awoods. A town, to be
ralled New Amflerdam, bulding upon the banks of the
rivers Berbifche and Kannye. Dutch garrifon-befpital at -
Berbifche fiited up by the authsr.  Ninety-third regiment in
garrifon at Fort Viliam Frederic. Excellent difecipline of
this vegiment under Lieutenant Colonel Gammell.  Author
aﬂln‘?cd with a complaint in bis legs. A foldier dvowned in
lmibmg Remarks occe fioned by the forrowful effect of the
accident upsn bis comrades. Examination after d cafe of
yellow fewer.  Author intends to purfue bis inquiries ve-
Jpedling the difeafed appearances. Written opinions regarde
ing the yellow fever wery difcordant.

Berbifche, June 3./%

Forr St. Andrew is fituated on the caftern
bank of the river Berbifche, oppofite to the
ifland which graces its entrance. It appears
ilolated from the colony, and from the world:
no houfe nor building of .any kind—nothing
bearing the femblance of the abode of man is,
within fight of*it: nor is there any way of
efcapipg from it, either on foot, in a care
riage, or on horfeback ; ‘ the river being the
II
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only private path, and the only public road.
At the back of the fort is a deep and wild
favanna, giving habitation to enormous fnakes,
alligdtors, loud-roaring froga,and other reptiles.
This naked wafte extends to a great diftance,
and is bordered by dark forefts, which reach
near to the fort, and preclude every view
except of the water and the flat uncultivated
-favanna. In thefe woods wild Indians range
wide and frce. Sometimes allo tigers arc feen
prowling from their deep fhades; and our
ears are daily‘and almoft hourly faluted with
the loud chattering -of monkies, the horrid
fcreaming of parrots, and the confufed noife
of numerous other inhabitants.

The fort is calculated for the accommo-
““dation of between two and three hundred
men. The territory attached to it is fearcely
more extenfive than the buildings, and the*
whole garrifon'is confined to a circle of lefs
than half a mile; the only promenade, without
the gates, being from the barrack to the hofpi-
tal, and back from the hofpital to the barrack,
a diftance of little more than a hundred yards.
A fhort path has, indeed, been opened into
the favaina, which forms a very limited walk,
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in the time of the dry feafon, only. A few of
the government negrocs, who are employed at
the fort, have corfjructed fmall huts at the
back of the hofpital, which call to my remems-
brance the cottagers’ cabins I have [een in the
Highlands of Scotland. At thcfc;' habitations,
we fometimes witnefs the joyous dance—
and have our ears regaled with the found of
the rude African drum, the ratile, and the
banjar.

Beyond the immediate precin@s of the fort
we do not find any human abode, without
making a journey of, at leaft, a mile ahd half
by water. At that diffance is now forming the
town of Amiterdam, the new capital of the
colony. Between the fort and the town the
river Kannye opens into the great Berbifche
river ; and between the Kannye and the fort,
the border of the parent river is ftill covered
with the wild woods: but *thefe are now
doomed to the axe, and foon a road will be
opened upon the bank of the river Berbifche
to the river Kannye, and from the oppofite
fhore of that river to the town. This will be
a great, and defirable impwovement. It will
at oncerelieve the wildnefs of the fituation, and
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fcenery of the fort, form a convenient prome-
nade, for hérfe and foot, and remove the dull
folitude of the garrifon, by eftablithing a more
ready intercourfe with the capiral.

The town is yetin embryo. According
to a plan formed for its conftru&ion it isto be
built upon the angle, or peninfula, between the
rivers Berbifche and Kannye, extending along
the bank of the former. The land en which it
is to be creted is in part cleared of its wood,
and divided in'to lots ready for building ; but,
at prefent, only here and there a fcattered houfe
is to befeen. Beyond the prepared land, and
not half a mile from thé Government houfe,
the wild foreft ftill overhangs the river
Kannye ; but thofe powerful engines the de-
firutive axe and all-fubduing fire are now
direQed againft it, and confequently it cannot
long remain—a foreft. *

k

The whole fcenery at New Amfterdam,
as well as at Fort William Frederic, betrays the
infant ftate of the colony. The drearinefs of
the land, juft robbed of its thick woods—the
nakednefs that prevails arcund the Govern-
ment houfe~the want of roads and paths—
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the wild favanna—the heavy forefts ; in fhort
all that meets the eye conveys thd idea,of a
country juft emerging from its original wild-
nefls, into cultivation. ' '

Since my arrival in this colony my hours
have been bufily occupied in attending the
fick, and eftablithing regulations and arrange-
meats for their accommodation. We have a
garrifon-hofpital, built by the Dutch, which is
tolerably commodious, and, with a few altera-
tions, may probably ferve for tht: prefent gar-
rifon. The Hollanders, without any regard
to climate, had preferved their European cuf-
tom of placing the fick, two or three together,
in a fpecies of box, with. high enclofed fides,
inftead of keeping them {eparated, and giving
them the advantages of air and cleanlinefs, by
placing them upon bedfteads.

I have directed that all thdle confined and
offenfive bed-boxes thould be removed, and
have given orders to have fome bedfteads made
upon a new conftrution, which I truft will.
prove both convenient and comfortable. They
will Gonfift merely of four fhort pofts, thofe
at the top alittle longer than shofe at the bot-
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tom, and two fide rails, fitted together with
wooden pins, and fo contrived as to be con-
veniently taken to pieces, and packed in a por-
table-form, in cafe we fhould'at any time with
to remove them. They will be made of maho-
gany, a wood which is fo plentiful in thefe
colonjes as tb be employed for every common
ufe. A piece of ftrong canvafs, ftretched from
fide to fide, 'will form the bedding ; a head-
board will {flide into grooves in the two upper
poﬂs, and the fide-rails will move up and down
in an opening.cut through them, and be faf-
tened with pins, fo as to be at any time raifed
or lowgred at the head, without difturbing the
patient. 'When thef¢ arc finithed, I hope to
fee a very complete hofpital, and the unfor-
tunate fick will at leaft have the comfort of
being well lodged. Each will have his ma-
hogany bed-ftead to himfelf, and men with
different maladies will not be crowded togethen
in filthy boxesy nor fthut up from the refrcth-
ing air.

. The 93d Regiment is entrufted with the
prote&tion and defence of this:colony ; and I
find the officers’ mefs one of the pleafapteft I
have yet met w.iti'x. ‘In gratitude I ought to
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tell you that the whole of the officers emulate
their commander in kind and frierdly atten=
tions towards to me. Indeed I cannot but be
ftrongly fenfible of the many marks of pelite-
nefs and civility with which I am daily ho-
nored. Moft of the officers are men of culti-
vated manners. Amongthem art¢ feveral of
confiderable fortune, and fome of rank—men
who are not only well-difciplined foldiers,
but well-bred gentlemen ; being no lefs verfed
in the polithed rules of civil, than in the auftere
obfervances of a military life. ,The general
order and decorum which mark their condu&
afford the fureft indication of corre& difcipline,
and offer the moft conyincing proof of the high
advantage derived from ferving under a firi&t,
but refpe&ted commanding-officer. Colonel
Gammell, while he fuffers no remiflion of du--
ty, is affable and pleafant towards thofe under
his command. He treats them as companions,
and feeks to engage their affe&tign and eftezm.
The foldiers confider him fevere; but heis their
friend, and the majority of them are not in-
fenfible of it. We frequently overhear .the
converfations and remarks of thofe about:the
hofpital regarding him, and they always ter-
minate very much to hiscrédjt ; for if one
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calls him rigorous or {evere, anather in-
ftantly cohtrafts what they regard as his
better qualities, faying * ,Why to be fure’ he
is a'little clofe upon us, and keeps us to it ;
but then you know it is for our own ad-
vantage ; and befides, how good he is to us
when we are fick! You fec he keeps thefe
doors to their duty, too. He comes to fee
us himfelf e\;ery day, and makes them give us
plenty of every thing that’s good for us ; and
’tisn’t all officers do that you know! Some
of ’em are more afraid of an hofpital than a
cannon ball, and ncver care whether we dic or
live !”.

In this way their remarks ufually go
to the approval of the Colonel’s condu&t to-
wards them ; and like good foldiers, they ac-
knowledge their cfteem for a commander
who, by impofing a ftrict routine of duty,
gives them caufe to pride themfclves upon
a degree of pre-eminence in point of health
and dlfClp]lne

" Among the many ills éf climate, I am
now fuffering frgm a teazing eruption ,which
has thrown itfelf out upon my legs ; a come
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plaint which 1 find has lately been prevalent
among the troops in this coleny, although we
had not obferved any thing of it at-Demarara,
Itis more fevere than theprickly heat, but fome-
whatof the fame nature ; and is, perhaps, only
an aggravated degree of that difeafe. Itcreates
an uneafy fenfation, not amounting to fevere
pain, but fufficient to rob me of reft. .

I'am forry to note to you that we had the
misfortune to lofe one of the foldiers the morn«~
ing after my arrival at Berbifehe, from his
going into deep water in bathing, and not be-
ing able to fwim. Several of his comrades,
and alfo fome negrots, who faw him fink,
fwam inftantly to the fpot,-and dived to the
bottom in fearch of him, but without fuccefs.
He was drowned and probably carried away
by the ftream. The next morning the body
was found floating upon the furface of the ri-
ver very near to the fort. I rdention this ac-
cident the more patticularly from having mark-
ed its effe@ upon the minds of the foldiers of
the garrifon, and having obferved that the-
accidental death of an individual operates
with, precifely, fimilar influegce upon the feel-
ings of men a@ually engaged irt war, as of peo-

VOL. 11, U
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ple occupled in the peaceful round of civil life.
Moft perfons witnefs, or even read the account
of any one being murdered, or killed by acci-
dent, with fentiments of horror and diftrefs 3
while the detail of hundreds being flain by the
fword fcarcgly excites a pafling regret.

Similar . feelings are evinced by the fol-
diers! More of forrow and confternation pre-
yailed in the garrifon, from the accidental lofs
of a fingle comrade, than, probably, would
have been exprefled, by the fame men, had
thoufands been killed, before them, upon the
field of battle! You will be able to explain
how it is that death, in the one cale, thould
beget fuch terrors, while, in the other, it
fcarcely excites a momentary impreflion. We
thudder ‘with ‘horror, and are loaded with
grief at the lofs of an individual ; yet the de—
ftruction of thoufands. fcarcely robs the bofom
of a figh'! o

The fecond day after my arrival at Bér-
bifche Thad the unhappy opportunity of in-
fpe@ing the body of a foldier who had fillen
a facrifice to yellow fever. The appear-
ances ‘were- fimilar to thofe T had withefled
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at Demarara, except that, in the prefent in-
ftance, there were fome ftriking tharks of in=
flammation within the thorax. I fhall further
avail myfelf of the pamful accafions that may
occur, during my ftay in this colony, in order
that we may compare the cafes ‘with fuch as
may be examined at Demarara during my ab-
fence, and after my return, in the hope that
we may, thereby, be enabled to judge, with
more accuracy, regarding the general appear-
ances, and the atual changes induced by the
difeafe, “ Heavens!” MethinKs I hear you
exclaim, *the man fpeaks as though he ex-
pefled the grim tyrant to wicld his fcythe
amongft them, with ‘wide-ftretched arm.
Would it were not {fo! but, feeling that the
relentlefs deftroyer muft fometimes defeat us,
I fhould deem it a culpable neglect not to en-
deavour to reap thofe profeffional advantages
from his ravages, which may enable us the
better to defend others froh his. hungry
grafp. I may candidly acknowledge that
although., together with my colleagues, I have
been zealous to procure every work writtene
upon the fubjed, and have devoted my fpare
time te reading the various suthors, and con-
templating all that has been faid upon the dif-
) Y.2
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cafe called Yellow fever, 1 have been lutherto
very undecided, and have had my opinion
altogether afloat, refpe@ing its nature. From
experience, and examination of the difeafed
appearances, I may hope for more accurate
elucidation, and perhaps be enabled to arrive
at fome general maxim, which, in vain, I have
looked for in the difcordant opinions of the
ingenious men who have devoted their pens
to this great—this interefting, and moft im-
portant fubject.
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LETTER XX

A Dutch ¢ uendue” of flaves. Attended rby. the cobnifis
like a public fair. RBuite a holyday or gala~meeting, Man-
ner of expofing the flaves by aution, Method of examining
them. Their average value. Condull of a negro who
was put up to the hammer without bis wife. Author con-
ducts his friend from African flaves to free Indians. Foins
a party of Indians near the river Kannye. Indifference of
thefe peaple concerning the whites. dnother party pack up
theis furniture and utenfils, and return into the woods.
The women bear the burden. Indians engage to cut wood,
but cannot be relied on. They have ma induftry—~nor any
defive to emulate the colonifis.s A party from the woods
come down the river in a cance to Fort 8t. Andrew.

b Berbifche, June.

Since writing to you laft I have been prefent
at the fale of a Dutch cargo of flaves, at the
new town of Amfterdam, Many of the of-
ficers went from the fort to witnefs this de-
grading fpe@tacle, and although my feelings
had fuffered from a fimilar fcene at Demarara,
I could not refift, the novelty of obferving the °
Dutch mode of proceeding in this fad traffic
‘of huntan cattle.

‘¥ 3



326

On arriving at the town, we were fur-
prized to find it quite a holyday, or a kind of
public fair.  The fale feemed to have excited
generdl attention, and to have brought to-
gether all the inhabitants of the colony. The
planters camc down from the cftates with
their wives and familtes all arrayed in their
gayelt apparel : thebelles and beaux appeared
in their Sunday {uits : even the children were
in full-drefs; and their flaves decked out in
Lolyday clothes. It was quitc a gala-day, and
greater numbers of people were colleéted than
we had fuppofcd to have been in the colony.
Short jackets, with tawdry wide-flowered pet-
ticoats, and loofc Dutch {lippers formed the
prevailing drcfs of the females.  Scarlet, crim-
"{on, and poppy, with all the bright colours
ufed in a northern winter, rivalled a tropical
fun, and reigned confpicuous in the ﬂammg
broad-patterned petticoat. To the inhabitants
it fcemed a day of feafting and hilarity, but ta
the poor Africans it was a period of heavy
grief and afflition ; for they were to be fold
as beafts of burden—torn from each other—
and widcly difperfed about the colony, to
wear.out theix:' fags in the hopelefs toils of

flavery.
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The fair ' being opened, and the crowd
affembled, thefe unpitied fable Leings werge
expofed to the hammer of public auction. A
long table was placed in the middle of a-large
room, or logis. At one end was feated the
aullioneer : at the other was placed a chair
for the negroes to ftand upon, ift order to be
expofed to the view of the purchafers; who
were f{itting at the fides of the table, or ftanding
about the different parts of the room. All being;
in readinefs, the flaves were brought in, one
at a time, and placed upon the chair before
the ‘bidders, who handled and infpected them,
with as little concern as if they had bgen ex-
amining cattle in Smithfield market. They
turned them about, felt of them, viewed their
{hape and their limbs, looked into their
mouths, made them jump and throw out their
arms, and fubje&ted them to all the means of
trial as if dealing for a horfe, or any other
brute-animal. Indeed the indelicacy fhewn
towards the poor-defencelefs Africans, by fome
of thef? dealers in their {pecies, was not lefs
unmanly and dxfguﬁmg than it was infulting
to humanity. -

_We were thocked “to obferve women in
Y 4
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the room who had come to the fair for the ex=
prefs purpofe of purchafing flaves. Nay, even
children were brought to point the lucky finger,
and the boy or girl, thus chéfen, was bought
by papa at the requeft of fuperftitious mama,
to give to young mafia or miffy !

The price of thefe poor degraded blacks
varied from 600 to goo guilders, according ta
their age and ftrength, or their appearance of
being healthy or otherwife. The boys and

girls were fold for 600 or 500 guilders—fome
of the men fetched as high as 'goo—and’ the
women: were knocked down at about 8oo.

, 'In thecourfe of the fale, a tall and robuft
negro, on being brought into the auction-
room, approached the table with a fine ne-
grefs hanging upon his arm. The man was
ordered to mount the chair. He obeyed,
-though manifefily with relu&ance. His bofom
heaved, and_grief was in his eye. The wo-
man remained in the crowd, A certain price
was mentioned to fet the purchafe forward,
and the bidding commenced ; ‘but on the flave
being defired to ,exhibit the "a&tivity of his
limbs, “and to dd'play his perfon, he funk his
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chin upon his breaft, and hung down his head
in pofitive refufal—then, looking at thc wo-
man, made figns -expreflive of great diftrefs.
Next he pointed to her, and then-to the chair,
evidently intimating that he defired to" have
her placed by his fide, She was hig chofen
wife, and nature was correly intelligible. Not
obtaining immediate acquiefcence, he became
agitated and impatient. The fale was inter-
rupted, and as he could got be prevailed upon
to move a fingle mufcle by way of exhibiting
his perfon, the proceedings weie at a ftand. .
He lboked again at the woman,—again pointed
to the chair,—held up two fingers to the auc-
tioneer, and implored the multitude in anxious
fuppliant geftures. Upon his countenance
was marked the combined expreffion of for-
row, affetion, and alarm. He grew more -
and more reftlefs, and repeated figns which
feemed to fay——* Let us be fold together.
Give me my heart's choice a» the partner of
my days, then difpofe of me as-you pleafe,
and I will be content to wear out my life in
the Keavy toils of bondage.” It was nature,
that fpake~and*her language could not be mif«
taken ! Humanity could no longer refift the
appeal, and it was umvcﬂ'a’lly agreed that they
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fhould make but one lot. A fecond chair
was now brought, and the woman was placed
at the fide of her hufband. His countenance
inftantly brightened. ‘He" hung upon the
neck of his wife, and embraced her with rap-
ture—then folding her in his arms, and pref-
fing her to his bolom, he became compofed;
and looked round with a fmile of cumpla-
cency, whic¢h plainly faid ¢ proceed !—I am
yours, yp\irs, or yours ! Let this be the affoci-
ate of my toils, and I am f{atisfied.” The
bidding was renewed ! They exhibited marks
of health and ftrength, and, quickly, the two
were fold together far 1650 guilders.

“ Enough !”—you will fay. “Give me
no more of flaves, nor of flavery!”—For the
prefent [ obey, and, leaving the dutky Africans,
proceed to introduceé you to the copper-
colored Indians; thus, leading you to the ep-
pofite extreme of human life, and placing
you among thofe of our fpecies, who fpurn
alike the fhackles of flavery, and the flavith
trammels of fociety. I have lately had an
opportunity of feeing feveral parties of the
wild and naked inhabitants of thefe woods—
men who range, aviarge, in the fulleft free-
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dom of nature; neither fuffering their liberty
to be effaced by bondage, nor 4bridged by
civilization. Being, one day at the town of
New Am(’cerdam with the ating furgeon of
the arrifon, we took a walk down to the
Bufh *, on the border of the cpeek or. river
Kannye. ' Nigh to the water we met with a
party of Indians, and obferving that they made
no attempt to avoid us, wewent {o near to them
as to mix in the group, We found them en-
gaged in various purfuits ; and remarked that
none of their occupations fuffered any inter-
ruption from our prefence, A woman and
her fon, who were in the river, continued to
bathe before us, and feemed greatly to enjoy
the water. Some were cutting wood for firing
—fome colle&ting the Bufh-water T with a
calabath, for the purpofe of drinking, or of
cooking—Ifome, with their pot of baked clay
upon the fire, were ﬁewmg crabs, together
with capficum and caffada jdice into pepper
pot—apd fome were eating the raw tops of
the mountain cabbage. To the latter I held

* Upon this coaft the foreft is termed the Bu/b.

+ The rain water which lodges in the low parts of
the foreft.
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forth my hand implying a defire to partake of
their, repaff. They immediately gave me a
part ; and feemed pleafed on obferving me eat
of it.” A better fallad I never tafted. It was
very crifp and white—much fuperior to the
beft lettuce or endive ; and, in favour, fome-
what refembling the filbert. Perceiving that
they were not incommoded by our fociety,
we remained a confiderable time attentively
watching their proceedings ; but their curiofity
was not commen{urate with our own, for they
fcarcely looked at us, or appeared to be, in
any degree, interefted concerning us. © With
indifferonce they faw us approach—they re-
garded us with indifference whillt we re-
mained—and with indifference they witnefled
our departure,

"Two days after, I faw a much larger party
of Indians, who came to the Government
houfe to atk for rum, as a compenfation for
cutting down timber : and the fame ¢vening,
on walking towards the creek with fome of
the officers, we met with a fill more nume-
rous body of thefe inhabitants of the foreft,
who had been employed by the Goverror to
cut down wood preparatory <o clearing the
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land near the town for -cultivation. They
were bufied in packing up all their little ftore
-of implements and utenfils, in order to return
to their native dbode in the woods. Rows
and arrows, apparatus for preparing caflada,
the clay cooking-veflel, hammocks, calabathes,
and crab-bafkets conftituted their whole lift
of ftores and furniture. All thefe were light
in firu@ure, or made of light materials, and,
being arranged in compa& order, were eafily
carried on their backs. The women were
made to bear the burden; while the men
took’ no fhare of the load. One man, who
had three wives, very neatly packeqd *upon
their backs, the whele of what he had to
carry away; then taking up a long ftaff,
he marched on before with lordly ftep, the
wives following him in filent train, one after
another. We walked gently behind a party
of about forty as far as the creek, and there
faw fome of them embark in' their canoes,
and paddle up the river, while the others
took a narrow path leading into the depths of
the foreft ; and prefently the whole body of
them were out bf fight, leaving not a trace. of
.sheir vifit “behind.
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They come down, occafionally, in parties,
and enter Into an engagement to cut wood for
a certain compenfation 3 but no dependence
can be placed upon them for a fingle day, for
they fometimes pack up all belonging to them,
and return {fuddenly and unexpededly into
the woods ; from whence they come not again
for feveral months, perhaps'not at all. They
are naturally indolent, and, being tenacious of
freedom, they beccme impatient of the re-
ftraint impofed by daily labour ; wherefore,
they haftily cift it off, and fly back to the
woods 10 range in thelr native liberty, which
knows-no bounds, nor controul. From pof-
fefling a degree of expertnefs in the felling of
timber, they might be highly ufeful in forward-
ing the cultivation. of the colony, but they
have no fenfe of induftry, nor do they feem to
acquire the leaft difpofition to emulate the
colonifts ina ny of their purfuits :—contéht
with finding food and pepper in the woods,
they have no ambition to become planters.
Cotton is not neceffary to prote& their naked
dkins ; ngr are their appetites {o refined as to
require eithér coffee or fugar: -
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. A;: the fort we have alfo had a vifit from
an Indidn family, who came to us'in the.true
ftyle of native accommodation—exhibiting
the full equipage of the family canoe, and
forming a fcene of high intereft and novelty,
Before the canoe reached the fort, we obferved
the long black hair and maked fkins of the
man, hLis two wives, and feveral children, who
were all ftowed about the veflel with the
firiCteft attention to equipoife—trimming it
moft exaltly. The canoe was large, and, in
addition to the family, was loaded with cedar
and Other kinds of wood for fale or barter.
On the top of the cargo appeared a ferbcious-
looking animal, fetting Gp his briftles like the
quills of the porcupine. It was a fpecies of
wild hog caught in the foreft, and hence called
a bufb-hog. A {mall monkey was likewile
fkipping about the canoce. At one fide fat
two very fine parrots; and on the other was
perched a large amd molt beautiful mackaw,
exhibiting, all the rich fplgndour of his gay
plumage. On the canoe arriving at the land-
ing place, the bow and atrows, the clay cook-
ing-veflel, calabafhes, hammocks, and crab-
bafkets,. were all brought_inte view, and we
gazed on the wliole, as forming a very com-



336

plete and firiking fpecimen of original eqtit
page, and accommodation. . The whole family
—the houfehold apparatus—the bow and ar-
rows— the canoe and pa&dles——the hammocks
—in fhort all the furniture and implements
for cooking, for flegping;, for fhooting, fithing,
and travelling were here moved together in
one compa& body, fo as to render it indiffer-
ent to them, whether they fhould return to
the home from whence they came, or take up
a new abode in any other part of the foreft.
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LETTER XXI.

Lolisenefs and hofpitality of Governor Van Battenburg towards
the author. The Government-houfe. Its [ituation and con-
[firution. Excurfion 0p the creek orviver Kannge. Efiate
of Mynheer Ongre. Its produce in coffee—in cocoa. Num.
ber and value of the flaves. Mode of préparing cocos and
chocolate.  Food, drink, plates, difbes, medicine, and clothing
all grow in the fields. Berbifche widely remote from kead-
guarters.  Uncertainty of receiving news from the army,
Route by which it commonly yeackes Rerbifche. Brave
condult of a black corps at St. Lucie. The gallant Colonel
Malcolm falls at their bead. Uncertain of vemaining in

. Guiana, the author direéls bis letters to be fent 1o oSt. Do-

" mingo. Garrifon net unmipdful of the 4ih of Fune. En-
chanting eche through the heavy forefis.

) . Berbifche, June.,
I nave lately had opportunities of making
feveral boat excurfions, with Colonel Gammell
and others of the officers, to New Amfterdam,
and have hdd the honor of being prefented.
to Governor and Madame Van Battenburg, of
whofe hofpitable and polite attentions I can-,
not exprefs myfelf in fufficient terms of praife. -
They have kindly invited me to take up my
abode at the government-hoyfe, during my .
VOL. II, =~ ™= 2z
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{tay in the colony, but I have to lament that

my, dutieseat the hofpital will not allow me to-
avall myfelf of fo ﬂattermg and agrecable an

accommodation.

The government-houfe is, beyond all
comparifon, the handfomeft and moft fpacious
edifice I have yet feen in South America. It
i8°built near to the river, with one front com-
mahding the water—the other the town. At
the entrance is a handfome - flight of fteps,
leading to a {fpacious hall, 'which extends
acrofs the building, throughout its whole depth.
At the upper end of "the hall an open double
fair-cafe leads up to anether large room, which
alfo runs acrofs the centre of the ‘building,
having the windows of one end looking to the,
town, and thofe of the other to the river. At
the fides of this room, and opening into it,
are the different apartments occupying “the

-four angles of the building.

From this conftraétion a free ‘current of
. atr 18 preferved in the great central room, and
all the other apartments, by communicating .

_ with it, are kept.pleafantly cool. . -
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A few days ago I joined a fmall 1;a¢ty
from the fort, in an excurfion to fore of the
planters’ eftates up the river Kannye, and was
patticularly gratified in viewing the rich plan-
tation of Mynheer Ongre. We "breakfafted.
and fet off at an early hour, in order to have
the day before us, and arrived at this gentle-
man’s abode juft as'he was fitting down to his
Dutch breakfaft ‘of very excellent crab foup,
fome fine fifh, a tongue, and a variety of other
good things. It is the cuftom of the Dutch
to take coffee in bed, or’as foon-as they rife,
and t8 make a more fubftantial breakfaft of
foup and folids about ten o’clock. Aftes par~
taking of this repaft, we were condu&@ed about
the eftate, which is rich and well cultivated,
yielding abundance of coffee, cacoa, and fome
cotton. The annual prdduce of coffee, is
eftimated at 140,000lb. weight, and of .cocoa
10,000lb, Two hundred flaves are employed
upon the eftate, calculated at the ilue of from
sol. to 100l each. The houfe is handfome
and fpacidus—the plantation extenfive, and_
the coffe elogis upon a very large fcale: the
whole exhijbiting® the appearance of fertility
and opulence. Having vxﬁtcd the, fields of
coffec, and the ¢cagea plamatl’on,.we next went

Z,2
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to tﬁe logis, where we faw the cocoa feeds
expofed for drying, preparatory to their being
made into chocolate ; and, alfo, great quantities
of coffee undergomg the lat procefs, previous
to being fent to market. It was the firft ex-
tenfive plantation of cocoa I had feen, and, in
witnefling the mode of preparing this into
chocolate, I could not but notice that what is
commonly ufed as cocoa, in England, is only
the fhell or outer covering of the feed—the
kernel, or true cocoa being ufed for making the
chocolate. 1f, therefore, you fhould with to
drink cocoa, rememember you can only have
it good by boiling chocolate thin and weak,
the common cocoa beillg no other than the
hufks or {fweepings, which cannot be ufed in
preparing the chocolate.

At another eftate we were regaled with
fruit, and fome pines were put into the Boat,
when we wére going away. Here we alfo
pulled from the trees fome calabathes of un-
.commori fize, to take home with us to ufe by
way of bowls and platters. We likewife
gathered fome roots of jalap from under the
hedges, and obferved the i 1pecacuanha growing
in the fields.' Thus, _you<ind, that howaver
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thut from the world, we' cari neicher kvant :
fruit, food, nor phyfic; for the hadges, the
fields, and the ‘gardens amply fupply them ail
~drink, clothing,'ana condiment we alfo tol-.
le& from the trees, the plants, and the bufhes;
and, in the calabath, bountiful nature has even
furnithed us with plates, bafons and difhes.

We are here fo removed from the head-
quarters -of the army, that I fcarcely know
which would be moft reafonable..... .for you
to expe@ news of its eperations from Ber-
bifché, or for me to afk tidings of its pro- .
ceedings from England' No dire& or regular
communication is eftablifhed, and the little
intercourfe continued' betweed . us is highly
uncertain and precarious. -The intelligence
that reaches us is moft c"dmmonly accidental,
and in its circuitous route, it is new-modellcd
by Yuch a variety of reporters, and becomes fo
garbled and disfigured, that too frequently it
preferves fcarcely any featyres -of accuracy.
From the’army it travels to. fome ﬂup, and is |
tranfported to Barbadoes.. There, perhaps, it_
.takes a long ret,’ or wanders over the ifland.
Next it,is picked up-in the firects, in a dif-
;ortcd form, by.fome tradxﬁg captain, or his

3
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failors, and carried to Demarara. There it
ftrays again throughout the colony, and is
tortured and ‘mangled, until, its mutilated
remains being thrown into fome chance boat,
it is finally fent to receive the rites of fepulture
at Berblfchq

We have juft heard that the troops of the
-black corps, yvhxch we faw at Barbadoes, have
' bebhaved with great fpirit and bravery at St.

Lucie: but that the gallant. Colonel Malcolm,
having unhapplly been killed at the head of
them, they were repulfed, from an attack of
the Vlgxe, at the very moment when victory
was, declarmg,m’then' favor. It is alfo faid
that the 37th regiment has fuffered very con-
fiderably ; but the gazette will have given you
- a more corre& account of the attack and its
refult long before this letter can reach you;
ftill it may ferve to fhew how late and de-
fective the intelligence comes to us from the
greatbody of the army. It is further reported
that General Whyte is gone dawn to St, Do-
. mingo, and thatthe detachment of the hofpital
department, remaining in thefe colonies, is
foon to follow. , This confirms the uncertainty
- of my ﬁtuanou, and rendereitGifficult for me
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to receive tidings from you or any 'other
friends in England. Perhaps it were beft to
addrefs to me at the head-quarters of the St.
Domingo army ; then I may chance, fomé€ day
or other, to receive the letters; but if they are
fent to Guiana, I may be relieved .Before they
arrive, and they may never overtake me.

Although we had not the ufual incite-
ments of a fumptuous dinner and a fplendid
ball, we were not unmindful that the 4th inft,
was a day of rejoicing. The troops fired a
Jeu dt joic ; and aroyal falute founded through
the thick woods from the fort, and from an
armed fchooner which was lying. in ‘the river.
Bumpers were filled to his majefty’s health,
and we were meiry and happy as you who
are revelling in all the lyxuries of London.
One treat was added to our feaft, which, even
in that all-fupplying place, you would fail to
meet with, and which I know would have
extremely delighted you :=viz." the report of
the cannon through the deep woods around us,
with the fhrieks and cries of parrots, monkies, ,
and the other wild inhabitants on hearing' it :
and, ahove all, the enchantmg.echo which was .
returned to uvacrofs the Tiver. Never did

2.4
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found\more delight the ear! I had ixftened
each night, with rapture, to the folemn rever-
berations of the evening gun, and was quite
prepdred to watch the effe bf a more heavy
firing, Tt was fublime, and wanted only the
flilnefs of evenmg, and the timid rays of the
moon to render it celeftial. Iffuing from the
cannon, it’ hung in' murmurs among the-
woods ; and being foftened by the water,
echoed in notes which thrilled the frame with
fenfations of dehght ; indeed fo grand was the
effect, that orre might almoft ‘pardon the en-
thufiaft who- fhould figh for' an actior: by
moonllght, in order to enjoy the foul-tran{-"
porting echo of thefe wild and endlefs forefts.
On efcaping from the fort, the found feems
ﬁr& to crofs a part of the water, and rolls
foftiy through the ifland of trees, at the river’s
mouth : from.thence it traverfes the remain-
der of the wide fiream, and on. reaching the
thick woods of. the oppofite fhore, it fuddenly
echoes, as if abruptly repulfed into the water,
Aﬁerwards it bréaks through the forefts, and
is hgartl in rumbhng undulation, as if inter-
rupted in its courfe; till at length its awful
reverberations fteal their’ hollow way through

‘the diftant woods fn heavy-tolks:t, thunder,
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LETTER XXIL

News reaches Bzrb ifche qf the capture of the ifland of §t,
Lucie. A fentinelon guard dg _ﬂroyed by the < Coup de So-
liel”  Marked cafe of yellow fever in a grenadier, named
Llewellyn. '~ The Savanna near fort Willam Frederic in-
babited by alligators. A fentinel, frightened by the ap-
proach of one of thofe amphibia in the night, fires and alarms
the garrifon. The alligator an animal of gyeat /t‘reﬂgtb and
hideous form : 1s firongly proteﬂed againff external injury :
is peculiarly fufcepiible of life-; His fle ﬂv ufed by the négroes

* casfood.  Vifit of a party to the governor’s and Myr. Blair’s

fete given to the flaves ot the government-boufe. duthor’s

reflections on the feene,  The dance interrupted by'a party o,
the fons of Bacchus. HBmérous remarks of the governor

indicative of bis corre? knowledge of the Englifb Ianguag:.

Politenefs of the governor - and Madame Van Battenburg,'
to the officers.  Sumptuous entertoinment at Mr. Blair’se

" Author vifits the ¢ Yaw-houfe.”- Wretched appearance of
the objects afflicied with this bideous malady. - A diffant exw

cupfion projectedyin which the Autkor kopes to join.

* Bél;bifc};e, June.z
ON the 10th mﬁ a floop arrived from
Demarara brmgmg us news' of the furrendVer
of St. Lucie : hat ﬁatmg only the fimple fad,
unconﬁrmed by any authentic details. Still
we chcerfullv hall the ndmgs, not doubnng
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but the ‘conqueft has been - honorable to our
countrymefi and comrades.

Since I wrote to you laff we have had the
misfortune to lofe one of. the foldiers by the
difeafe calleq coup de foleil, or ictus folis.
The poor man was on guard and ftationed as
fentinel to take his turn of duty for two hours
at the gate of the fort, but before this fhort
period had elapfed he was fuddenly feized, fell
down, and expired at his poft. The day was
exceflively hot, and the perpendicular rays of
the fun fell in their fulleft ardor upon his head.
Others 6f the men have likewife experienced
the difeafe, but we havt énly, in this inftance,
feen it fatal.

. I may alfo mention to you a very mark-
ed and melancholy cafe of yellow fever whigh
has occurred at fort William Frederic, afford-
~ing a firiking example of the nature of this af-
flidtive malady. A grenadier named Lle-
wellyn, a handfome and well made man, of
robuft figure, was brought into the hofpital,
complaining only of an uneafy fenfation.about
the region of ,the,‘ﬁomach which, altkough
indefcribable,jcohveyed to himt 2K’ early affur-
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ance of the fatal tendency of the difeafe! with.
which he was attacked. On afking him to ex-
plain his complaints, and the feelings which fo
alarmed him, he replied—* I fzel that I fball
die.” and placing his-hand over his ftomach,
faid he had * fomething there” that would
foon kill him. Weufed all the means in our
power to divert him from this defponding im-
prefion—but in vain ! nothing he faid could
reftore him, for he felt the hand of death up-
on him. He evidently laboured under an at-
tack of the diforder, termed yellow fever ; but,
with the exception of this fatal fenfation, no
fymptom was prefent which could have led to
the apprehenfion- of immediate danger. At
my next vifit on the following morning, I found
him ﬁtting up, and apparently fomewhat re-
lieved ; buton my afking him how he was,
he ftill rephéd—“ Dying ! I feel that I /ball
foon be gone.”’ —He continued perfectly rational
and colle&ted until the next day ; when, alas !
death but too furely confirmed the accuracy
of his predi@ions. From the moment of at-
tack he had felt affured, that nothing could
fave him ! Th¢ indefcribable feeling he com-
- plained of, feemed to induce arapid exhauftion
of the vital Puwers, while it formed, nog.only
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the leiding feature—but almoft - the’ only
fymptom of the difeafe; : ,

Upon examination, we found the fame
rednefs of the inner coat of the ftomach, which
we had obferved in all cafes of yellow fever,
and in the lungs were fome ftrong marks
of recent mﬂammauon

I mentioned in a former letter that alliga-
tors were in the lift of our neighbours at Fort
William Fredexic. They abound in the ad-
joining favanna, and in their journey down a
fmall mpddy ftream to the river, they often
vifit the fofle furrounding the fort; and
fometimes are even bold enough to afcend
the works, and peep like fpies from the ram-
parts. 'One of them lately alarmed a fentinel
in ‘the night, by fuddenly approaching him -
as he was ftanding at his poft within the fort,.
The foldier, terrified at fo unexpeéted a vifitor,
in the impulfe of furprife fired ypon. the ani-
maJ and {pread an alarm throughout the gar~
nfon. The guard inftantly turned out, and all
the troops were roufed, and flying to arms, in
the 1dea that the enemy was about to land—
But I6! the fnght'encd crodadide retrcated;
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and the ioldiers, inftead of ﬁghttng, nkd on'fy
to return to theirbeds! + . - o -

‘We have fface had one of thefe frightful
amphibia killed, and I may venture to fay,
that a mcre hideous fpecimen of the animat .
creation, can fearcely be met with, It appear-
ed the moft forbidding of nature’s forms. The
green eyes, the fharp teeth and monftrous
jaws, the ftrong waving tail, the hard impene-
trable fkin, and the fhort thick legs, and for-
midable claws, together with the circumftance
" of its crawling fo near the earth, render the
alligator a real obje& of horror. He is frong=
ly armed both for ateack and defence: while
his fcaly horn-like fkin, ferves as a prote&-
ing coat of mail, he poflefles, as an affailant,”
the devouring grafp, of his fhark-like teeth,’
and the power of ftriking a blow with his
ftrong fhell-like tail, which might knock a
man down, or fraure his Jegs.—His fhort
limbs are alfo of peculiar ftrength, and are’
cach armed with four powerful claws.

With all this ﬂ:rength of form, and of ac«
tionshe is an animal fingulasly tenacious of life:
indeed, by"tfie.common medns of deftruttion:
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it is indpoffible at once to deprive him of ani-
mation ; for however cut, beaten or torn; ftill
figns of vitality remain for a confiderable time.
It is ‘only with extreme ‘diffculty that he is
conquered in the firft inftance;and—even when
fubdued-—to kill him.is ftill a tafk. Unlefs
at certain parts, a mufquet ball will not pene-
trate his fkin, and a ftrong blow fcarcely does
bim any injury. If cut, or torn in pieces, and
left to appearance dead, he, for a long time af-
ter, exhibits marks of ’ v1tallty upon being
touched.

The one we deftroyed was firft fhot in
the head, but he was @ill a moft dangerous
and a&ive enemny, and had nearly feized one

‘of the negroes by.the leg. Notwithftanding
his being thot, he remained unfubdued until
he had received many fevere blows behind the
neck ; and for long after this he ftruck very
powerfully with his tail, Further attempts were
.made to kill him, but, as late as-two hours
from the time he was conquered, he’ "prelied
my band with confiderable force, on taking
hold of his claw ; for feveral hburs longer, he
continued to fhew figns of life, and it was, even
difficultto marktke fioment wherdtbecame ex-
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tinét.” 1 had intended that you fhould fohe day
have feen his formidable coat of armpur, and for
that purpofe, I had given directions to have it
carefully preferved but from waiting to know
that the poor animal was aually dead, before
we ftripped him of his fkin, we unluckxly loft
him, and I fhall only be able to fhew you his
claws. Having left him near the hofpital
while we walked into the fort, the negroes
took an opportunity of ftealing him away ; and
on returning we found our alligator chopped
in pieces, and flewing into foup—the flaves
antitipating the mefs, as a deliciousfeaft. The
_meat was white, and not unlike the fleth of a
rabbit, and were it »not for the .common
prejudice attaching to itsform, perhaps, as food, *
the alligator mjght not be found inferior to
other amphibious animals. Poflibly it might
be equal.to our high-flavored turtle, or the

_more delicate frogs of France.

We have lately made a party from the
fort, and fpent two moft pleafant days—one
at the governor’s—the other with Mr. Blair, a
rich planter, refiding at a thort diftance down
the cqaft on the oppofite thore of the river. -
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tthe ggvernor s a dance and fite weie
givenin the evening to the flaves, and we were
extremely delighted to fee-with how much of
real happinefs they enjoyed themfelves, They
aflembled in the great hall of the government-
houfe, having a, violin, with the fife and drum
for their band. Both negroes and mulattoes
danced with an animation and vivacity which
befpake them free from care. The governor,
his lady, his fifter, feveral gentlemen of the
colony, and our party from the fort attended
as fpe&tators, and were all amufed and gratified
in witnefling this merry dance of flaves. While
looking upon them at this joyous moment,
I bent a thought to Euyrope, and withed that
. the tattered and indigent "fons of hberty could
feel as happy.

Madame Van Battcnburg, who is ftudious
to promote the comfort of her fable throng,
cordially participatcd in their mirth, and by
her cheerfulnefs and vivacity added new wings
to the feftive hours. Refle&ing thatthe pea-
fants who toil in freedom for their daily bread,
have not within their reach fuch complete and
cheerful relaxation as was progured to thefe
contented flavegy I became fixed in conteme
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plation of the fcene be‘foge-r'ne, until theJcom-
forts and " advantages had' nearly , concealed
from my mind the bitter ills of {lavery. But
bufy recollection brotight to my remembrance
that every flave had not Governor Van Batten~
burg for a mafter, nor Madame Van Batten~.
burg, for. .....afriend! for fuch fhe truly
is to thofe who ferve her in bondage.

Until now I had anly feen the flaves
perform the rude African dance upon the open
green, and had not imagined them capable of
moving with fuch order as they here ex-
hibited in regular country dantes.—Even
minuets, to our furprize, were led down,
in precife and ftately ftep, and ‘with a de-
gree of eafe and gracefulne(s of movement
which is feldom witnefled among she common.
people of England. Mirth and galety fpark—
led in every eye, and animated every counte~
nance.. It was pleafure unalloyed, and, yield-
ing to the glowing impulfe of nature, each
gladdened*foul drank in full draughts at the
pureft fountain of enjoyment. They were in-"
deed happy—happy flaves! - '

In the courfe _of the everfipg 2 cxrcum-
VOL. IIL AA ST
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ftancé occurred -which had nearly interrupted
the order and harmony of the féte ; but it ter-
minated with only affording to the governora
pleafant and facetious ‘opportunity of con-
vincing us of his. intimate knowledge of the
. Englifh language. In-the midft of the dance
three officefs of our army and navy, who were
not of the party invited, and who had been
devoting rather too freely to the rofy god,
came reeling, abruptly, into the hall. One of
them, with the bufy officioufnefs of inebriety,
infifted upop introducing the others to Ma-
dame Van Battcnburg but he had forgotten
his Englifh !—or, in the confidence infpired
by wine, was ambitiqus to difplay his know-
ledge of French ; and therefore addreffed her
only in ‘thelatter language, fpeaking it fo in-
corretly that it was difficult to comprehend
what he faid, or rather what he meant to fay.
Alarmed at his reeling and ftammering,JMa-
~dame Van Battenburg begged to be proteéted
left he fhould tumble againft, her ; and true
enough, at thig moment, the poor captain fell
Tprawling at her- feet, and narrowly efcaped
beating | her down. After mpch exertion, and
with fome affiftance, he again rofe up, and-fup-
ported himfclf,ugon his legs. . He had now to
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make hfs apologies, which were likewiff at-
tempted in broken French—too bad {o be un<
derftood. During all this his companions were
reeling about the hall,’ but, regartlefs of them,
he continued to perfecute Madame Van Batten-
burg with his bad French, and even infifted up-
on either her or Mademoifelle Van Battenburg
Joining with him in the dance, * Venez, venez,
Madame,” faidhe ——“iIfaz)t danfer—wvoulez vous
viens danfer avec moi £” but finding he could
not prevail with either *of the ladies; he fud-
denly turned from them, and happening to
ftumb’e again upon his companions, each of
them feized a f4ble damfel, and dragging, their
three ebon partners’ingo.the row, took their
places in the dance. But It foon appeared that
they could perform only 7eels, and the country
dances of the blacks being interrupted by their
prefence, it became neceflary-to lead away thefe
Slaves . « .. of the bottle, in order to prevent
both the fpe&tators, and the dancers from being
deprived of their amufement ; and according-
ly, with fome trouble they were led back to
the barrack. Madame Van Battenburg feeling
furprifed at our imtoxicated captain fpeaking
to her only in bad French, mentioned it as re-
markable, that he did not utter®gne fyllable of
A A2
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Englifh : when the governor, on hearing the
obfervatiop, replied, no ! my dear, ‘it is not at
all ftrange that Captain fhould not fpeak
Englith to-night! on-tht contrary it is high-
ly proper and corre@: you know he isa
Britih officer ! True! faid Madarhe Van Bat-
tenburg, aid that is the very reafon why he
fhould fpeak Englifh ! No, no, no! my dear,
refumed the governor, that is exprefsly the rea-
fon why he fhould not—* It would be difloyal
in a Britith officer to ¢/ip the King’s Englifb.”
On anéther, occafidn this agreeable Dutch-
man gave a fimilar proof of his clofe acquain-
tanct with our language. Ore day as they
were fitting over the bottle, he and an officer
of the navy debated refpe&ting fome property,
which the governor confidered as private, and
the officer as public. The former urged that
it was facred, and might not be confifcated ;
while the latter infifted that it was* co-
. lonial, and pught to be condemned for the
‘benefit of the captors, Each maintained
his opinion with amicable warm@h—nexther
*yielding to the other. In the evemng a ball
was given to the party at thegovernor’s houfe ;
‘and in the mirthful darice; the officer, perhaps
alxttle clevatyd by the debate, or the bottle,
6
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took Madame Van Battenburg in his arnfs and
faluted her. The governor obferving it, in-
ftantly called out with emphaﬁs—“ Very well

captain ! Do you hot confider that private pro=
perty ‘either ¥’ Perhaps few foreigners, who-
have not refided a long time in England, have

acquired a mote juft idea of the fpirit of our
language. 'The governor is a pleafant well-
informed man, and a focial cofpanion, His
addref(s is genteel ; his manners cultivated. He
is hofpitable and friendly : his mind is highly
liberal, and in his conduét he obtains general
refpe&t and efteem. His dooris always open

to his friends: the officers are frequently
invited to his table, and he kindly allows them

to confider his houfe as a home.

Madame Van Battenﬁurgh is cheerful and
entertaining. Her difpofition is lively and
animated ; fhe fings very {weetly, atid in con-
verfation’ is Yprightly 'and affable. She ge-
neroufly emulates the’ governor in his friendly
hofpltahty, and, together, theyaketheirabode
pleafant and familiar to us all.

There being no coffee-houfe nor .tavern
at New Amﬁerdam, and “h& government-

, 443
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houfe being moft cénveniently fituated at the
landing place on the bank of the river, we are
happy to avail ourfelves of the liberal offer of
the governor, and to make' his manfion our
refting place, and point of rendezvous, in our
occafional vifits’ to the town. ;

To fpeak of the fumptuous day we had
at Mr. Blair’s were to throw an air of doubt
upon my former notes regarding the paucity
of frefh provifions in thefe colonies. But let
it be remembered that individuals. of large
eflatc may find the means of procuring a
moft ample fupply, for their own table, al-
though the colony may wot furnifh an over-
plus to fend to the public market: and, in-
‘deed, at Berbifche frefh animal food is pro=
vided for the troops more frequently than
we have yet been able to procure it at Re-
marara.

Mr. Blair is one .of the moft -opulent
planters in thefé colonies, and, not’ difliking
the gOOd things of life himfelf, he has affem-
bled them at his placc of refidence in fuffi.
cient fupply to enab]e him to treat his friends
with the moft’ fumptuous liberality, He ia
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gener-o{ls and focial, and. the riches pf his
table are difpenfed with all the bopnty of his
nature. Inftead of a plain cottage juft rifing
from the wild weods of an infant fettlement,
we might have fancied ourfclves feafting in
one of the Kofpitable,manfions of old England,

nay, in fome chartered hall, eved, of volup-
tuous London 1t4'elf.

. The houfe is a compa& dwelling, neatly

built of plain wood, offering in its exterior

nothing to attra& the ftrangers gye, nor to

befp2ak the many luxuries.within. It ftands

on the border of the fea, open to the wide

ocean: Before it, is ajy extenfive and flat beach

of firm fand, forming a pleafant ride or walk

at the fide of the water. The eftate is quxte

in its infancy, being recently formed out of

the rude foreft, and indeed only now breaking

into cultivation. In great part of it the young

plants of cotton are juft fhooting from the foil

_between the remaining, ftumps of .trees lately
deftroyed.  Yet noththftandmg the infant

ftate of this hofpltable home, it. offers” more of
the good things of life, than I had feen at

any other place {ince leaving England. Having

no market in. the colony, éa&ifplanter’s abode

Ad 4
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muft geceflarily furnifh all within itfelf. No
aid can be hadfromthe butcher’s, or the baker’s,
non¢ from the green-grocer’s, or poulterer’s,—
the paftry-cook’s, or confe@ipner’s. No fuch
perfons are here known, and hence the whole
of the entertainment muft be the-immediate
produ&ion of the eftate: everyneceflary, every
-comfort, and every luxury that is given, or en-
joyed, muft be found in the houfe or upon
the plantationgyet in fuch plenty were they
ferved at this prolific home, that one might
have fancied a Covent-garden, or a Leaden-
hall market to have been near. From al] we
had previoufly feen in the colonies, it had
been wild to have conle&ured that fo .com-
plete a colleéhon could have been aflembled.

A large and very handfome boat was
fent for our conveyance, having an awn-
ing at the.ftern to prote&t us from the fun;
and we were rowed acrofs the mouth of the
river by eight of the fineft flaves of the eﬁete,
who pulled us on_with furprifing fpeed. At
the landing "place another party of flaves were |
i attendance with horfes-in regdinefs to con-

“duct us to the houfe. The fun was extremely
powerful,- but we dhad a pleafant ride. about a .
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mile aﬂd a half through fields® of cottgn and
of plantains; the. negroes running at the
horfes. fides, according to the cuftom of the
country, as faft as we chofe to ride.

Hockrand Seltzer water were prefented
immediately on our arrival,and the time until
dinner-was moft gratefully occupied in the
perufal of a packet of newfpapers, juft arrived
from England : than which perhaps a greater
treat could net have been offered us. For
dinner we had excellent foup, with boiled fith,
ftewgd fith, and fith,in pie—aifo turtle, and
crabs, moft exquifitely dreffed, and forming
two uncommonly rich and high-feafoned
dithes. We had likewife a fide of lamb, a
fine goofe, a large well-flavored ham, and a
variety of other good things. Pies, tarts, and
a well compounded #rifle followed, amidft a
complete courfe of fweets. The cook was
quite a proficient, and did every juftice to the
feaft, the whole dinner being well drefled, and
as well £rved. We had  afterwards pines,
fhaddocks, melons, water-lemons, and mul-
titudes of other,fruits. Nor were the fuids
of the banquet:lefs amply adminiftered.- Hock,
Claret, Madeira, and Port wintrwere in hberal
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ufe. ‘tWe had alfo Seltzer and Spa ‘waters,
likewife bottled {mall beer, ale, and porter, with
brandy, rum, Hollands,. noyeau, and other
lxqueurs-—-all in fupply Tufficient for a lord,
mayor’s feaft, -

After gur good eating and drinking we
took a walk about the plantation, and found
every corner of it equally plenteous as the
table and the cellar. Such a ftore of living
ftock, both large and fmall, I had not feen
upon any eftate fince my arrival in the Weft-
ern world. .- Here were ‘'large herds of dows,
oxen, {keep, and goats ; droves of hogs, horfes,
and mules ; flocks of geefe,.turkies, ducks,
Guinea fowls, and chickens. A more gratify-
ing affemblage of domefticplenty could fcarcely
be found in any country. Among the ftock I
fhould not omit to mention a pen of living
turtles kept in readinefs for 'the table :—whote
droves of crabs were alfo running about near
the door ;—and the neighbouring fea. is, at all
tlmes made tributary to the board. © Several
l;undreds of negroes employed at work, or
moving from place to place; improved the
variety of the fcene ; Wwhile they added, effen-
tially, to the xald., of the home—for, hke the
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cattle, thefe are always included in calcylating
the ftock of the eftate. Togethes with the
multitude of domeftic producions at this’ all-
fupplying abode were likewife fome of thenore
rare and curious {pecimens—{uch as the fmall
lion —-monkey——and the large powys, or wild
turkey of the woods; alfo the trumpeter, the
fly-catcher, and feveral other uncommon birds.
Our walk was bighly gratifying, and offered
much to excite, as well as to intereft our con-
templations. ~We extended it to the fea beach,
and found the fand flat and firnx as a bowling-
gree?l, and of a dark brown colour, whence it
was neither liable to be blown into the’ eyes,
nor to offend them by its brightnefs. - A cool
and conftant fea-brecze adds to the many ad-
vantages of this fituation: it is always free
and pure, there being nothing to impede or
contaminate it between the houfe and the
ocean. After it grew dark a rubber was pro-
pofed as the amufement of the evening—but
cards had no power 40 attra& the majority
of us from the dedr unfinithed Times and
Chronicle. 'We flept in hammocks accordmg
to the commonl mode of the country, and a
moft excellent and convement modeitis, for a
very large party may be thut accommogated
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in a fmall houfe; it being only necelfary to
hang up as many hammocks as there are per-
fons. Neither beds, fheets, nor blankets are
required, for the hammock includes them all,
and ferves as bedftead, mattrefs, and coverlet
into the ba1 gam

The next morning I rofe at an early
hour, and made-a walk before breakfaft, to
vifit what is here termed the * yaw-houfe ;”
a kind of hofpital placed at a diftance from
allthe otherbusildings, for the accommodation of
fuch of the negi'oes as may be affli&ted witlt that
hideougand diftrefling malady—theyaws. Here
I faw fome of the moft- firiking pictures of hu-
man mifery that ever met my eye—fad objects
of compaffion, anddifguft! Notto commiferate
their fufferings were impoffible, but their of-
fenfive and wretched appearance creates a
fenfe of horror on beholding them. Of il
the unfightly difeafes which the human body
is heir to, this is perhaps the worft. "Imagine
to yourfelf a group of meager fickly-looking
negroes; with their bones almoft piercing their
unhealthy obfufcate fkins, ahd their bodies -
befet with ragged noxious fores, and ulcer-
ous excrefcenced} and you will have fome 1dea
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of the miferable inhabitants of .. ... a yaw
houfe. Congregated difeafe, crowded /fuffer-
ing, and accumulated wretchednef8 are fpec-
tacles common tQ tle- eyes of medical men ;
and [ may add that they have been long familiar
to mine! Yet the effe@ of this fcene was too
impreffive ever to be effaced from the eye of
my mind. Some of thefe difeafed and truly -
pitiable obje&ts were crouching upon their -
haunches round a {moky fire, fome ftood
trembling on their fadly ulcerated limbs, others,,
fupporting themfelves by a large ftick, were
dragging their wretched bodies from place to
place ; while many, too feeble to rife, lay
fbivering with pain and torture upon the bare
boards of a wooden platform

Unhappily for our ?pecies, this moft
odious diftemper is contagious, and readily
communicated from one perfon to another ;-
nor has it hitherto been found to be within
the’ power of medicine. It ‘often®exifts for
years, and even where it fooner yields, its
removal is more the effe@ of time-and regi-
men than of medical treatment.

When a negro is atteskgd with this cruel.
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difordé{, he is feparated fromi his Kfellow-
flaves, and fent to the yaw-houfe to remain
until he recovers, Commonly it is fix, and
often: twelve months, or' even more, before
he is again fit to return amidft the gang. An
improved diet, with cleanlinefs, pure air, and
fea bathing ate moft conducive to his recovery;
whence it may be inferred that filthinefs, and
poverty of food, are among the occafional
caufes of the difeafe. From its refemblance
to an aflliGing malady, but two well known
in Europe, mercury has been much employed
as a remedy, but, unfortunately, with very
little fuccefs.

I may here announce to you that an-
other excurfion of a more extenfive nature
has been proje&ed, for the purpofe of vifiting
the planters’ eftates in the remoteft parts of
the colony ; and of proceeding up the rives
even beyond the fartheft fettlement of the
colonifts, in order to fee the Indians in their
native dwellings amidft the deep woods.  The
governor and feveral other gentlemen refiding
near the town have been confulted as to the
facilities of fuch an expedition ; but the opi~
nions colle@ted. Me difcordant and anfatisface
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tory—fome conceiving that it might be effected
without difficulty—fome confidering it as pe-
rilous and quixotic, and others re};refenti'ng it
as wholly impra@icgble : but we find that it
is extremely difficult to.obtain any accurate
informatioa upon the fubje&, there being very
few perfons in the colony who hdve interefted
themfelves regarding either the remote parts
of the fettlement, or the a&ual tate and ha-
bits of the people whofe territory they have
invaded, and who have been driven from the
very foil on which they are pow acquiring
theisriches: hpnce, if undextaken, it muft be en-
tirely a marooning excurfion, the party makmg
a home wherever it can be found, , proceeding
while it can be made pleafant, and returning
when it becomes difagreeable. Under .all
circumftances if it takes place, I fhall endeavour
to be one of the party—and, need I remark
to you that, T fhall not be the firlt who will
propofe to return. If we go—my pocket
ink-cafe fhall be my travelling compamon, and
in noting obfervance, I will think toward you
from. the wildeft depths of the foreft.



: LETTER "XX4II

Indolence and vifonary difficulties often the bans of our gratifi=
cation. Autbpr engages with a party in a marooning ex-
curfion up the viver Berbifche. No-fixed plan, but the

. Journey regulated by the information and treatment met with

en route.  Difficulties and obflacles fuggefled by gentlemen
of the colony. Ignirance of the Dutch langunge the greatef
impediment.. Stoves and neceffary refourets colleCed in the
boat. Departure from New Amflerdam. Mode of com-
pleting the boal’s crew a little unwarrantable. Plantation”
Het Plestanker the firft place of call. The party well re-
ceived by Mr. Deén.  Mest Mynkeer Abbenfets. Eroceed
wwith ﬁzm to Effendam to pafs the night. and/y altention

- of MynLe:r Wokler a. Hanoverian furgeon. = Author and.
Mynkeer Waebler make a proménade yound the plaﬂtamm
E]Em]am, and San Souct,

Berbifche, Junc 2&()

How true it is, my. friend, that where incli-
nation leads, difficulties are eafily fubdued!.
After the many apprehenfions exprefled; : and
the various interruptions and difficulties:enu-
merated, we have. performed our contemplated
exi)edition, without encoutitering a fingle im~
pediment which was not readxly overcome.
'This confirms to me the opinion that moft of
the obftacles oppeied to our minpr purfuits,
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and eveh of the mighty obftructions plgced in
the more important path of life exift only in
imagination. In far the majority of inftahces
difcretion and prudent perfeverance might'fur-
mount them, but where exertion is required,
we are too indolent to remove the oppofling
forms which fancy has created. Ternﬁed or
too implicitly yielding to vifionary impoffi-
bilities, torpid ination examines not whether
they are phantoms or realities, and we forege
the advantages of the purfuit, from a difincli-"
nation to ufe.the efforts that may be required-
in itssexecution.

In the prefent inftance, had we liftened.
to the timid counfel of thofe whom fancied
difficulties had deterred from engaging in it
themfelves, we had negle&tel making an excur~
fion which has afforded us infinite gratification.

But, to our fubje@. Soon after our vifitat

Mr. Blait's, our party was formed, and we fet
off en quartette, Captain de Courcy, Cg_ptam
Webb, Lieytenant Mackie, and myfelf, on-our:
fondly anticipated journey. We had a four~
oared boat from the fort, with an awning built
over the part whgrc we fat;"w'n\ﬁidx not o.nly
VOL. II. BB



370

prote&ted us from the fun,but alfo, by means

of a door and wihdows, en¢lofed us as it were

in a cabin. Sufficient intelligence could not

be collected to enable us to fik either the limits
of our excurfion, or the period of our return.

We, had, therefore; no fettled route, and our
movements were to be forward or retrograde,
as we found that pleafure or difcomfort at-’
tended our pﬁth. It was completely a maroon-
ing or rambling adventure. Placed at the

difpofal of the blind goddefs, we referved to

ourfelves only.the power of retreating; in cafe

the fthould ufe us unkindly. Where to find

food, ‘'or where take reft depended entirely
upon chance. Every planter, and every eftate
were alike unknown to us: but we knew that
there were plantations, and places of abode,
upon the borders of the river: we knew, alfo,
that in all civilized countries, where ftrangers
are but feldom feen, hofpitality is a prevaikng
chara&eriftic of the inhabitants ; we, therefore,
became intruders upon the good-will of the
colonifts, refolving to feek a home wlterefoever
our convenience. fhould point, and to fegulate
our journey by the information we fhould
acquire, and the treatment we might experi-
ence.- If sht ‘excurfion fhould turn out

3
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pleafant axd interefting, we might purfye it to
the extent of nearly two hundred miles up the
river. 1f on the other hand we {hould find
it perplexing artd’ inconivenient we were to
return after the firft gr fecomi day—thus go-
verning outfelves wholly by evengs.

Among the obftacles faid to preflent them-
felves, was that of it being a bad period of the
year ; and it was fuggefted that from the heavy
rains of the wet feafon, the river would be
{welled, and the current fo ripid, that the
negrdes would ot be able to row againft the
ftream. Upon this account it was contended
that we could jouraey only a very fhort dif=
tance each day; and not even that without
great labour and fatigue to the flaves. Had
we not received other more . happy teports,
this would have deterred us from the under-
taking. It certainly-was a circumftance that
merited confideration, and we-found in it an
additional reafon for avoiding every thing like
a fettled plan. The opportuhity muft always
prefent itfelf of learning at one eftate how far
diftant we werd from -others, and we (hould
then have the power of Judg‘mg by the tide,
and by the laboux required, at wifich to paufe:

BB 2
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and, at; worft, fhould hight chance to overtake
us, when no plantation was nigh, we fhould
always have the remedy of tying the boat to
a tree or a bufh at the fide f the nver, and
letting the negroes reft until morning.

The only real difficulty that feemed to
prefent itfelf was our ignorance of the Dutch
Janguage. It happened that I was the only
one of the party who had any knowledge of
it, and there was much caufe to doubt, whether
I might be fufficiently converfant with it to
make myfelf underftood. However, by a
little Datch, a little French, and a little Englith
we trufted we might mrake our way. It being
probable that we fhould be many days on our
excurfion, we eftablithed a certain routine of
duty, fuch as dire&ing the flaves, prefenting
the party to ftrangers, making the neceflary
arrangements,&c. ; and agreed that each thotild
take it by turn*to be “ orderly  for the day,
thus forming a fort of military fatigue duty,
which was fofall upon -each in rotation, ac-
cording to'a fettled mu&er.

To provide for ourfelves the comforts, or
even the neceffarics of the journey, was not in
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our pc;wer. Our whole lift of ftores ¢onfifted
of a cold ham and fome bread, with a fupply
of plantains for the negroes, fome win¢ and
Hollands, a few bottles of water, and our
hammocks.

The fides of the river being: for the moft
part, very flat and low, and entirely covered
with thick woods, we were fenfible that the
views could not be fufficiently varied at all
times to amufe the eye and the mind, or to
prevent the fatigue which muft neceffarily
arif® from fitting many hours each day in the
boat; we therefore took with us fome books
and a pack of cards, -as occafional refources
to divert us from the connnued famenefs of the
{cene.

Thus equipped, we embarked on the
morning of Wednefday June 15, from the
town of New Amfterdam. Unfortunately on
proceedxng to the' boat, we found only four
negroes on board, and without a fifth, to act
as timoneer, we muft either have fuffered the
inconvenience *of lofing the ufe of an oar by
putting one of the four flaves to the helnn, or
we muft have heen fubjeﬂed ‘o the agnoy-

‘§383
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ance of, being always expofed to the rain or
the fun, by faking the fteering duty ourfelves.
In this dilemma, I blufh to fay that a remedy
was found in the expedient of half-feducing,
and half-prefling into our fervice a negro who
was ftanding in idlenefs at the landing place.
Our crew béing thus completed, we ordered
the moft intelligent of the fort negroes to af-
fume the poft of cockfwain, and putting the
others to the oars, toak our departure without
having decided where to make even our firft
place of call. Rich eftates, commodious
houfes, and bofpitable planters, were not-de-
ficient about this part of the river; and as we
had adopted the principle .of feeking a home,
wherefoever we fhould find it moft convenient,
we refigned ourfelves without hefitation to the
difcretion of the flaves, defiring them to make
a ‘port whenever they might feel themfelves
fatigued, ar fhould find the tide impede theiy
progrefs. It happened that they took us on
fhore, about two o’clock, at a plantation called
« Het Pleytanker?” We advanced ta the houfe
fans ceremonie, and introduced qurfelves by
obferving that we were engagetl in an excur-
fion up the river, and had put in for the pur-
pofe of reftigg’ tife flaves; gad ef learnipg
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where ‘we might cogveniently take up.our
quarters for the night. We were received
with great hofpitality by M. Deen), the mana-
ger, who infifted upon our faking dinner be-
fore we proceeded further. At table we met
a2 Dutcly gentleman, named Abb,epfe;s, who,
on learning the nature of our expedition, very
cordially invited us to a_ccomp‘ariy him to the
plantation *“ Effendam,” where he was pleafed
to fay he fhould be happy to accommodate us
not only for the night, but for the morrow,
and as long as we could make it convenient to
give him our company. We hailed this as a
fortunate rencoptre, not merely on account of
being provided with a home for the firft night,
but as it angured” favorably refpe&ing the
hofpitality we might require- at the various
plantations in the courfe of our journey.—We
partook of a very good dinner at Het Pley-
tanker, and, foon afterwards, avaxlmg ourfelves
of the tide, accompanied M. Abbcnfets to Ef-
fendam, which we found to be one of the
richeft goffee plantations of Lthe colony. "The
houfe befpeaks the. value of the eftate, being a
fpacious buildipg, ‘and fuperior to any we had
feen in Berbifche, except the governor’ 5. man-
ﬁor;. Nothing could exceeﬁ the kind liberality-
" BB4g
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of M. Abbenfets.  He entertained us with all
the corﬂialigy of a friend, and we lamented that
from' fpeaking a different language, we were
deprived of the full enjoyment of his fociety.
M. Abbenfets knew only his native tongue,
therefore, in converfing with him, we were
obliged to fpeak in French through the medium
of a Mynheer Wohler, a Hanoverian furgeon,
to whom we were prefented on our arrival at
Effendam, and whe, very obligingly, undertook
. the office of interpreter to both parties. On
account of my being a medical man, and having
fome little knowledge of the Dutch languuge,
M. Wohler addreffed himfelf moftly to me in
+ converfation : and, as a.profeflional brother, I
was likewife honored with ‘further attentions,
and invited to accompany him in a ride round
the eftate; for which purpofe he ordered a very
- excellent horfe to be faddled and brought to
the door; accordingly, leaving the other gell-
“tlemen to converfe by figns with M. Abbenfets,
we made the tour, not only of Effendam, but
alfo of Sans Soucis the adjoining plantatlon
under the management of M. J. Abbenfets,
nephew of Mynheer Abbenfets® of Effendam.
Green paths, bordered with luxuriant fruit
trees, traverfe Afief¢ efates “at, varieus parts,
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and, toéether- with forming pleafant ride‘s, give
a general air of neatnefs, and add tg the rich-
nefs conveyed by the fertile coffee bulhes
which fpread thefields. ‘

On ouf arrival at Effendam we were ferv-
ed with tea and coffee, and at nine o’clock was
fet before us a handfome fupper of foup, fowls,
omlet, and many other good things. Madeira
and claret were amply {upplied, alfo Hollands,
bottled {mall beer and porter. At eleven we
went to our hammocks, congratulating each

other on the fuccefs of our firft day’s adven-
ture. ' -

Our intrufions were pot barely permitted,
but we were received and treated with the
moft unaffe@ed hofpitality, and jn the kind at-
tentions of thofe we vifited we could difcover
that genuine welcomc, which feeks to make the
firanger feel that in giving his company an
obligation is conferred—not received.



ldufbar and bis cemrades leave Effendam. Generous and friend-
by bofpitality of Mynbeer Abbenfets. The party cbtain much
ufeful information from Mynheer Schneider refpecling their
Journey. Mynb:er Abbenfets and Mynheer Schneider con-
tribute additional fupplies to the boat. A long journcy t
the eflate Vigilantie.  Heavy toil for the Slaves.  They flop
occofionally and plunge into the river to nfrz/b themfelves.
A friendly welcope by Mynheer Malfted. Author vifits the
negro yard at Vigilantie. Is prefented by a negrq to bis
Sifler. | An example of the effeit of flavery. A fingular
mode qf punifbment. The party leave Vigilantiec — arrive
at the old town of Amﬁerdam Vifit Mynbeer — le vien
Fifeqly, and Mynbeer Scholten. “Le vieu Fi ifeal comuerfes in

Latin — profeffes great ¢/ueem for tb; En'rl _/b —is -vwlertly
inimical to the Stadtholder.
Betbxfche.

W sleftEfendam earlythe following mormng,
but not without, receiving many new proofs of

the friendly hofpitality of Mynheer Abbenfets,-

who kindly entreated us to lengthen‘our pre-
fent vifit, and invited us to make his houfe our
home, and remain longer with him on our

return. In all the generofity of his chara&ter
he ordered forfe Bottles of wine, and a flore

-
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of provifions to be put into the baat for our
ufe, en route ; and, likewile, fuppliec‘l the
negroes with an additional ftock of Hollands
and of plantains. Iswas between eight and nine
o’clock when we left this generous ftranger.
According té the Dutch cuftom, coffee had
been ferved to us as foon as we rofé from our
hammocks, but we referved ourfelves for a
more folid breakfaft at our next place of call.

This was at one of the fugar plantations
of Mr. Blair, on the borders of the river,
nearly oppoflite to Effendam. Here again.
warm greetings met us at the Janding place.
M. Schneider, who hgs the management of the
cftate, received us witha moft friendly welcome;
and a breakfaft of fowls, eggs, and other folids
was, prefently, fet before us. We found M.
Schngider a very intelligent man, and acquired
more ipformation from him refpe&ing our
journey than from any perfon we had feen. He
had already made the excurfion we were en-
gaged in, dnd to-a far greater extent than we
could poffibly have it in our power to follow
him, he having proceeded to the diftance of
eight hundred miles up theriver. But he was

equipped for.the purpofe, and ended bya
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party of Indians as conduétors, and a young
Indian girl, who had refided among the colo-
mi’cs, as interpreter.

The tide ferving for us to proceed, we
were compelled to make our' vifit at M.
Schneider’s much fhorter than we could have
wifhed ; we therefore had barely time to take
our breakfaft, and accompany the intelligent
manager in a fhort walk about the plantation,
in order-to fee the fugar works, fome fine trees
of the mango, and a young plantation of the
bread fruit. At 10 o’clock we refum¢d our
feats in the boat when M. Schneider kindly
defired to contribute -to,our ftore fome bread,
and fome rum. We alfo difcovered that he
had fent on board, without our knowledge, half
a dozen bottles of very fine porter, of which
he had obferved us to partake, with great en-

‘joyment, at our fecond breakfaft. InftrdGted
by M. Schneider, we were to make our next
home at the eftate Vigilantie, where we arrived
at 7 o’clock in‘the evening, ‘This was a fe-
-vere day for our flaves. Indeed they ‘were
expofed to far more of labour and exertion
than we fhould have required of them, but
from their 4%n confent to the propofal of M.
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Schneider ; who, affuring -us that they were
fully competent to the journey, afked tHem if
they could row to Vigilantie that.evening?
They replied in the affirmative, and cheerfully
executed the tafk, arriving in high fpirits, and
fmiling when we afked them if they were not
fadly tired. But we had not felt ‘at eafe re-
garding them, throughout the day’s journey ;
for, except the fhort time we remained with
M. Schneider, we were in the boat from half-
paft eight in the morning until feven in the
evening. That even negroes could fupport
fo maay hours of heavy and inceflant labour in
fuch a climate was paft our conje&ture.* The
only relief they required was to reft, occafion-
ally for a few minutes, upon their oars; at
which intervals, although extremely heated,
and bathed in perfpiration, they had no fooner
ftopped, than they plunged from ‘the fide -of
the boat into the river, and {wam about in or-
der to cool themfelves, and drivg away fatigue.
Hazardous as this might feem, they did not
{uffer the flighteft inconvenience from it, but
returned to their oars with new fpirit and vi-
gour, feeling more refrefhed, and more delight-
ed with their bathing than with their food,
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or even their beloved grog, which' we gavé
them in very plentiful fupply. .

. 'The borders of the 'river offered bat little
to arreft .our attention or to gratify our curio-
fity, we therefore engaged in ‘a rubber at
whift, whicli we contrived to play upon a
board placed, from window to window, acrofs
the enclofed part of the boiat. But for this re-
fource and our books we fhould have fuffered
more fatigue from our tedious and weari<
fome confinement, in the boat, than the nes
groes did from the heavier labour of pulling the
oars, * :

We were received with great kindnefs, and
entertained with mfich cordiality, by M. Mal«
fted, but unluckily no perfon at Vigilantie un«
derftood any other than the Dutch language ;
our converfation was therefore very limhed,
being carried on only by figns arid broken
words, Thetafk of interpreter fell to the lot
of ; your friend, and you would have béen highly
diverted could you have feen me’ ogcupied
throughout the evening in ftammering forth
a few words of bad Dutch to fervé all purpofes
and-explain ‘fr & parties. ;
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Defirous to know the mode of life, and
to obferve the habitations of the flaves, 4s well
as of their mafters, I did not negleé?t to myake
vifits to the different® negro yards at our vari-
ous places of call. Purfuant to this cuftom,
foon after my arrival at Vigilantie, I took with
me one of the houfe negroes, as' conduéor,
and went to view the huts of the flaves. In
one of them my ebon guide, with great form,
begged to introduce me to a very fine negrefs,
who he faid was his fifter. I dare not tell you
what {oft overtures were made by this young
lady, on my having the honor of being prefent-
edtoher. The tender belles of your London
lobbies could not have ,ogled in graces more
intelligible. To convey hmts of kind accom-
modation, feemed indeed™ equally the obje&t
of brotherand fifter. I mention this fa& only
to fhew to you in what light proftitution is
viewed by flaves—the brother would feel
honored in placing the pillow for his fifter
on a Backra man’s bed !

In my walk to the negro yard I met’a
flave who appeared under a peculiar mode Jf
punifhment,’being compelled to wear an iron«
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collar with three long fpikes of iront projed-
ing from it, in fharpened points, to the diftance
of eight or ten inches from his perfon. What
crime had led to this flrange method of pu-
nifhment I did not learn. The poor man not
only fuffered the annoyance of moving about,
loaded with this heavy collar, but he was ef-
feGtually prevented from lying down, and
from approaching near to any perfon without
the danger of injuring him with the fharp
points of his iron yoke.

~ The houfe at Vigilantie was very jnferi-
or tothat at Effendam, but we found in it good
fare, dnd an honeft’ welcome. Fowls, milk,
rice, eggs and the like, were fet before us for
fupper and we had afterwards fome very fine
Hollands ; but as my bad Dutch gave no
charms to converfation, we retired at an garly .
hour to our hammocks. -

The following day was far lefs fatiguing
to us ;j—although equally bufy it was broken
ifito more varied fucceflion. We went into
the boat between three and fqur o'clock in the
morning, in order to avail ourielves of the
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early tfde, fo as to reach the old town of
Amfterdam before breakfatt.—We accdrdingly
arrived at feven, in time to take coffee ‘with
Myoheer — le viell fifcal, with, whoth we
afterwards fhared a more folid breakfaft & Ila
Hollandoifé. Our vifit was divided between
the fifeal, and the dottor, (M. Scholten,) both
of whom received us with great urbanity,
and invited us to prolong our ftay at the old
town. '

The fifcal is 61 years of age, and al-
though his youthful days are paft, he is ftill
a&ive and alert. He walked*with ug'to M.
Scholten’s, and the different parts of the town,
during the mommg, apd was very attentive
and facetious, meaning to be good company—
but fadly fatigued us with an inceflant flow
of fenile garrulity.‘ He knew bur little French,
and although more fluent in Latin, it was
ncither claffical, nor always intelligible. At
dinner he took his glafs rather freely, as we
afterwards learned was his teo common cuf-
tom. He now became officious and trouble-
fome in his attentions, and at length grew’ tm-
pleafant and querulous. He profeﬂ'ed a hxgh

'S
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efteem for the Englifh, and his civilifies to us
had Iceem,ed in unifon with his profeflions.
He drank bumpers to “ Geo. Ill.and old Eng-
land,” but on the healthof the Stadtholder being
given, as we had intended in complimentary
return, the mafk at once fell off, and expofed
him in the full charater of a modern leveller.
He raved and fwore, called himfelf a patriot,
and declared that he. was the firm friend of
Holland—adding, “7 bope again to fee Batavia
a great nation, for England has not yet.con-
guered all #he world!”  But, ftill, in loud
raving, and with frange inconfiften¢y, the
poor “old man-would drown himfelf in bumpers
to George I11. !—It availad nothing telling him
that His Majefty and the Stadtholder were
friends: he would get drunk, and fober himfelf
again, drinking to the king of England—but
nothing, he perfifted, thould ever compel him
to {wallow a drop to the health-of the prince of
Orange. His nephew, who was prefent, was
very much diftreffed, and, begging us to accept
apologies from’ him, entreated that we would
,pardon the condu& of his uncle, which he
Attributed to the kingly bumpers he had taken.
We could gnly regard ~his effufioqs as the’
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harmlefc ravings of imbecility, which ‘but
ferved to verify the common adage :—sbefore
dinner his fentiments were difguifed : wine
tore away the veil, and i in deep drinking, the
intemperate old man again became a child,
was unguarded, and .. .. pake the truth !

Mynbeer Scholten chiryrgien-major to the Dutch troops,
. Madame Scholten witty and facetious. | Author referves a
_/}mmm of humour to relate to bis fruml on his, return fo
England. Old town of Amflerdam. A party of Indians. A

party of manumitted Negroes. Profeffion of furgegn barber
not extind in the Dutch colonies, Tawo of the authsr’s
comrades /baved by a chiturgo-tonfor, who fupports a Latin
converfation upon medical and Yther fubjefls during ¢ the
. operation”” The party meet Mynkeer Femmer at Myn-
beer Schblten’s. dccompany bim o the ¢ffate Fohanna.
On arriving are prefented to Madame Scholten and five
other white ladies.—Good ‘refemblauce of an European

garden, appearance of a gang of flaves ginning coiton by
candle light,

. " - Berbifche..
MYNHEER ScHOLTEN, although not fo ad-
vanced in life asghe fifcal, hasbeen many yeats
in the colony, bufily. employcd in the praice
of medicine, and aQing as clfiru-gien-major to

ccz2 -’
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the troops. He has one of the beft Foufes in
the old town, and all about it wears a degree of
order, befpeaking much of eafe and independ-
encé, Madame Scholten appeared to be a fa-
cetious pleafant woman. We took téea with
her after leaving the angry” viex fifcal.
She converfed in good French, and feemed
inclined to wit and humour. I have ftored
for you fome notes upon this vifit, and upon
a Dutch lady’s prefcription for a gentleman on
obferving him bend his eye towards a fine
mulatto girl,. which may fome day afford you
amufement. M. Scholten is about to remove
from‘the old fown down to New Amfterdam,
fo that we have a profpe& of feeing this fa-
mily added to the faciety near the fort, which,
in this thinly mhabxted fettlement, w111 be a
great ‘acquifition, :

Old Amfterdam, as a town, has' little
more to recommend it, than' New Amfter-
dam, which is only now growing into exift
ence : and the latter, with regard to commerce,
‘has every advantage of fituation ;—while the
former, although many ‘years eftablithed, has
no fuperiority to claifi ‘from regular fiteets,

hapdfome ,Koults, ¢hurchqs orother public
k8.
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edifices.¢ We were indeed conducted to one
large building, but it was more commobdious
for its purpofe, as a ftrong built flore-houfe,
than it was ornamental or fplendid. It.was
erefted at great expence by the Dutch govern-
ment, as a general depdt of ftores,—only a
few years before it was determined*to abandon
the old town ; and by thisevent it is rendered,
in a great degree, ufelefs.

In our walk about the fireets we met with
a houfe inhabited only by Indians—alfo one
polleffed by a party of manumitted negro
women. Curiofity led us intc.both—the lat-’
ter appeared the cleaneft and befts Srdered
abode. In the former, the famlly were lying
.or fitting about in litlefs indifference heed-
lefs of pafling events and occurrences. We
urchafed from them fome bows and arrows,
and other fpecimens of Indian workmanfhip.
Among the {group ‘we remarked a half-naked
female, whofe face and form were very beau-
tiful ; and whofe fine long jef-black hair ex-
hibited the interefting peculiarity of genily
waving from the lank unyielding firaightnefs
fo univerfally obferved in the fable trefles of
the natives of this coaft,
©c3
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_ On preparmg our. perfons for dinner at
the vieu fifcal’s, we had an_opportunity of
semarking that the old profeflional affociation
of furgeon and -barber fo- tong pradtifed in
England was not grown obfolete among the
Dutch. One of bur party, in the indolence
of the moment, withing to avoid the trouble
of unbarbing, his own chin, fent into the town
for a perfon to fhave him. Quickly appeared
the hofpital-furgeon, equipped with a fet of
chirurgical inftruments and tonforic apparatus.
He bowed mott refpe&fully, and not ungrace-’
fully, on entering the room, demandiftg in
Latm, .whu.h of us it was, who required to
undergo the operation. * Styuck with his addrefs
and the formidable appearance of his cafe of
inftruments, we imagined that the flave who
had been fent to fetch zbe arber had com-
mitted fome miftake: but, on afking the quef-
tion, our hero of the bruﬂx inftantly replied—
“ Non, domini? Sum cbtrurgo-torgﬁ;r' then,
dlfplaymg his razor and bafon, aﬂ'ured us
that he was mote attached to.the operatwe,
than to the other branches of his profeflion.
Without further hefitation, ‘therefore, two
brave officesg fubmitted ‘to - be taken by the
nofe, and uuderw’ent the operationy with much
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eafe and pleafantnefs, from the dextrous hand
of Mynheer the chirurgo-tonfor ; who,during
the whole procefs, converfed fluently in Latin,
upon medical and: various other fubje&s.. His
education had been liberal, and he was not
devoid of infermation, either literary, or me-
dical: yet, from cuftom, he did not feem to
feel any fenfe of humiliation in ftooping to
the menial office of fcraping ahother man’s
chin !-—Such is the force of habit! What
would our Englith knights of the fcalpel fay
were they called upon, in thefe enlightened
days, to_fbave even the moft- dxgmﬁed of his
majefty’s fubje&ts ? .

It was within our plan as recommended
by M. Malfted, after pafling the day at Old
Amfterdam, to proceed with the evening tide
to the eftate Johanna. We therefore held it
a fortunate circumftance that we met with M.
Fenner, at M: Scholten’s, who was from that
eftate, and who very kindly defired to be our
condu&@dr to his home, an offer which we
moft ‘gladly accepted. We dméd at thtee
o’clock at the old fifcal’s, drank tea a little afeer
four at M. Scholten’s; and by five were in
the boat on dur way to ]otﬁnnf —where we

. ¢C4
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arrived between fix and feven. Upon enter-
ing thé houfe we were prefented to a party of
 fix white femalcs, Mrs, Fenner and five of her

friends.. Such an aflemblage of backra ladies
we had not met fince our .arrival in South
America: but, unhappily, only*the Dutch
language was known to them, ‘which prevent-
ed us from the full enjoyment of their fo-
ciety. Johanna alfo afforded other marks of
European refemblance, which are not common
in the colonies, fuch asan excellent garden laid
out and cultiyated ‘very much i I’Anglaife ;
and in the fields’ a numerous herd of cows
and oxen. . In the garden we faw afparagus;
artichokes, turnips, cucumbers, carrots, French
beans, cabbages, and qther i’:luropean vegetables
growing in all the health and vigour of a
more temperate climate. The various tropical
productions were likewife abundant. Some
of the walks were bordered with the fragPant
lime, others were fhaded with the grateful
water-lemon, or the grenadillo ; and a general
neatnefs, with anwunufual freedom frdm weeds
prcvaxled throughout. On inquiry we learned
that this well-nmanaged and predu&ive garden
was cultivated wholly' by two “induftrious. -
{laves, cach havirg only one arm,. and hence
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Mr. Ferner wittily obferved that the labour
of one negro effected it all. This wasan un- -
common example of induftry in ’flaves, for
fo luxuriant are the*wceds and fo rapid the
vegetation in this climate, that it is alwa};s
difficult to' m#intain a garden in, even, toler- .
able neatnefs of appearance: but, here, two
fingle arms fubdued the obtrufive weeds, and
kept the garden in far better order than many
others we had feen, -upon which the time and
Jabour of three or four robuft flaves were
conftantly expended.

In the courfe of the evening we were
conducted to the logis to fee the flaves en-.
gaged at their employmeqt of ginning cotton.
The building was very extenfive, and wé
were led by way of a gloomy ftaircafe to the
upper ftory, where the blaeks were all employ-
ed in one deep room which ran through the
whole length of the logis, and. which from
the fcene fuddenly breaking upon _us, created
ftrong ideas of the regions.of old Pluto. The
ftairs opened it one end of the long buildihg,
and the eye at pnce looked down an immea-
furable depth of ghmmetmg darknefs, through
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 which was obfcurely- feen «a multitude of
" naked black beings ; cither at reft or {kipping
about from place to place, without our being
able 'to diftinguith what® they were doing or
how employed. As we approached nearer
to them, we found them to be #gang of ne-
groes, old and young, robuft atd feeble, male
and female, all bufily and varioufly occupied
in preparing cotton, by the aid of one faint
light, fufpended in the centre of what feemed
an interminable darknefs. Some were fitting
on the floor; fome at the ginning wheels;
fome were crouched upon their haunches;
others” flanding, and many moving about,
each acgording to, the, varied employment of
ginning, of beating® and pulling, of fetching
and carrying, or of packing the cotton. .Still
we faw none diflin@ly, not even thofe im-
-mediately near to Us; and the unufual noife,
the various movements of the negroes, the
general confufion of the fcene, and the fa-
thomlefs darknefs of .the place, fo powerfully
called to mind the difmal regions of queen
Proferpme ard her grim lord, that'we could
not diveft ourfelves of the lmp'reﬂion -amidft
fome faint rays of light, xmpenetrab}e ‘obfcu-
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rity, alfo beings black and hideous were be-

fore us, and we couldnot but aflogjate’ realxty :
with the pi&ure,

v L]

*- ‘e

At fupper—ttme ‘the ufual hofpitality of
the colony’ evas difplayed, and a generous
plenty crowned the board. A party of thir-
teen took their feats at table ; where a lively
fetivity prevailed, and it was not until a late
hour that the ladies left us and we retired
to our hammocks. During the evening Mr.
Fenner. very obligingly planned an improved
varicty in our mode of travelling for the next
" day, by pointing outto us a‘new road, and

providing us with all the requifite means fer
the journey. . :



396

The pc;rty adopt o new modeof trm‘zelliﬂg Juggefled by Mynbheey
Fenner. A Dutch mountain, Alarm excited by the author
and his comyades refpecting the Bufb Negyrees in the woods.
A Weft Indig ride acrofs the foreff and wild favannas.

* European [cene on approaching the effate Arends. Fra-
grant path leading to the boufe. The party meet a polite re-
ception from Mynheer Pakels : dine at drends : proceed
in the evening to Mybneer Heynemann's accompanied by
MMynheer Patels and Mynbheer Fenner. Vifit a Dutch
military poft at an angle of 1he river near Arends. Myn-
beer Hegnemant's boufehold.

Berbifche..
VVB ‘rofe at feven, oclock. Coffce was

brought to us on quitting our hammocks, and
at nine was fet before us a more fubftantial
repaft. - Soon afterwards we made our congé
to the ladies, and took our departure from
Johanna. - We crofled the river in a boat “be-
longing to M., Fenner, the negroes having
been fent on with.ours early in the morning.
To qur furprife, on reaching the‘oppofite
bank, we had to*afcend a hill,.which to a
Dutchman might have féemed a mountain ;
and on arriving at the fummit of this elevated
fhore we found flaves and horfes, equal in
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numbef: tg- our party, .in téadinefs to conduct
us to Arends, the home of Mynheer/Patels.
'The diftance was much fhorter by land *than
by water: our negtces, thereforc, were fent
round with the boat, by way of the river, in
order to meet us in the evening; while we
proceeded, onhorfeback, acrofs the woods, and
favannas. This change not only afforded us
a' pleafant variety in our mode of travelling,
but relieved us from a tedious and unintereft-
ing journey in the boat. The firft part of
our ride was acrofs a wide plain bordered
witle heavy forefts, and exhibiting all the rude-
nefs of primitive nature: nextwe travet{ed the
deep woods, by way.of a narrow path fol-
‘Jowing each other, fingly, in true Indian file :
then, we efcaped, again, into an open and wild
favanna, more varied and interefting than any
uncultivated fpot we had feen in the colony.
As we were trotting behind each other through
the flill fhades of the foref}, we perceived
that the notes of our converfation became
unufually foft, and rumbledin gentle murmurs
amongft the {trees.  Struck with: this unex-
pe&ed charm-of our voices we were induced
to found the huntfman’s call, and the halloo !
of the chace, in order to dbferve the fweet-
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nefs of the echo. Butwe qpickly difcovered
 that, however mufical and delighting in the
domeftic copfes of England, thele were calls
of danger in the deep and wild woods of
Guiana! Our friendly condu&or, Mr. Fenner,
inflantly took alafm, and beggifg us to defift,
defired that we would trot op, and. be fill,
lelt we fhould bring down the Bufh-negroes
to our path ;' who, if they fhould find them-
’fcl'ves' able to overpower us, would certainly
take off our-fcalps, and perhaps not leave us
our heads !—Need I fay that we obeyed, and
rode on in filence?

L4

. The accommodations of this day’s jour-
ney were quite Weft Indikn, each had a flave
running at his horfe’s fide, or holding at his
tail ; and each flave was loaded either with a
trunk of clethes upon his head, or a bottle of
Madeira wine, of rum, or of water im his
hand. Imagine to yourfelf the piGture, of a
party of Europeans riding through the wild
woogds and favannas of South America, with a’
body of African “flaves running at their fides,
carrying bottles in their hands, and trunks on
their heads, and you will have acorreé idea
of our travelling group, The negroes kept
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pice with us throughout the whole of the
journey, and were not .only at hand,to give-
us drink on the ‘road, but were likewife in
" readinefs to fupply us with dry clothes oa our
arrival. -

At the diftance of about nirre miles from
Johanna, the eftate Arends {uddenly opened
to our view, and the fcene befofe the eye be-
came unufually varied and European. It, in
fome degree, reminded us of old England—
'a circumftance which gave it additional in-
tere, and led us to contemplatc it with a kind
of filial refpet. Looking dqwn from high
land we faw, below us, a rich. plantation ‘of .
coffee, cotton, and cocoa, together with the
houfe and home of M, Pauels. . On defcend-
ing from the rude plam to this finely cultured
eftate, our road was continued along a fragrant
path bordered with rows of oranges and pines,
which ‘lead acrofs the plantauon up to the

houfe.

-~
L]

Our reception at Arends was friendly®and
vordial. We found M. Patels to be a mare of
‘liberal eddcation, and of refined manners.
“The. houfe and environs, §indeed the whole
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order of the home, no lefs th:;n‘-his"perfonal
addrefs, indicated an improved and ciltivated
mind.  Our vifit at Arends was fhorter than
we could have withed. *Wetook dinner with
M. Pattels, -and palled a few hoygs fo pleafantly
as to regret that they could Wot be tenfold
multiplied.” But, as we were finxious to reach
the utmoft extent of our journey, and as the
afternoon tide ferved for us to proceed, it was
deemed expedient not to delay ; and the more
fo, as quitting Arends would not deprive us
of the fociety of M. Patels, that gentleman
and M. Fenner having promifed to accorapany .
us throughout the neéxt ftage of our journey.

Accordmgly in thc: evering, M. Pauels,
with his'own boat,and ﬂa.ves, undertook to
condu& the party #0 M. Heynemann’s, the
remoteft European fettlement of the colony.
'We embarked from Arends on a fmall river
or creek,—which, at a fhort diftance froh M.

Pailels’, fallsinto the great river Berbifche. On
the point of land, at the angle formed by the
two ftreams, iz a fmalf battery, and an old
-eftablithed military poft, which'is fill kept up
‘By a Dutch guard, or at leafithe femblance of
it, formed of a few antiquated ihvalids.. We
called to rcquc{f of them to tell the’ negroes
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who wegre about, to pals with out boat, that we
were gone from Arends ; and to dire¢t them
to follow us. to M. Heynemann’s. * The guard
confifted of about dhirty. of the.old Dutch
foldiers ! neatly,the whole of whom were in
a ftate of m*xlcatlon, and not a man- at hxs
poft. You yill believe that it was not a
ftation of high importance. Indeed, on ac-
count of its diftarice frof the coaff, it Teemed
only calculated to overawe the negroes, and the
Indians of theé vicinity, or to afford a fort of
provifion for a few of-the foldiers who had’
‘been worn out in the fervice. While on thora
at thls point of land, we fiw an old Dutck -
gcntleman, a refident at the ‘bittery, who had -
enjoyed feventy-fit years of life, and was
ftill humorous and fpughﬂy as in. his youth.
He exprefled himfelf delighted to fee a party
of Britifh officers, and defited we might be
told, that although he copld not talk our lan. -
guage, he could eat and drink with ys very
heartily, if wé would favor’ bm; .with out
company, atd flay to pu:take -of Kté. meal.
“Thie Journgy from the fnrt to M, Heyno-
fnahn’s affordéd nothmg of interef} or variety.
The fcenery-was & dull famégefs of riverand .
VoL, 11, * b
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foreft : wood and water ovegrfpread by hea«
ven’s wide canopy, were all that met the eye.
We.were two hours and a half in the boat,
and atrived-at M. Heypemann’s juft as it was
growing dark: thus completing the journey,
from the fugar plantation of §r. Blair, in
three days ;*although we had feen told at the
town that we could not perform it in lefs than
ten, * Moreover we had effeCted it with the
greateft eafe, notwithftanding our having been
aflured, by feveral perfons, that fuch a journcy
could not be executed, efpecially in the wet
feafon, without infinite difficulty and fatigue,
even if at all. , We felt it fingularly fortunate
that M: Fenner was of our party to M. Hey-
nemann’s, the latter gentléman not fpeaking
any language but his native Dutch, and it being
from him that we expe&ed to acquire a great
fund of information ; as well regarding the
cuftoms and manners of the Indians, asere-
fpeting the country and its natural produc-
tions. He had been chofen king, or captain
of a band of Indians, and having refided for
many years among them, was better acquaint-
ed with their habits and pugfuits than any
other perfop in the colony.. To him they
brought frcduent 9refents of what they efteem-
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ed rare. or curious, and ‘it had been intis
mated to us that he Had accumulated an ex~«
tenfive colle®ion of fpecimens in natural
hiftory—alfo, of Indian implements and appa-
ratus. We found a number of Indian men
and women,-liing in the houfe with this king
of thediftri@. ¢#He had alfo a gailg of negro
flaves ; fo that the houfehold confifted of a
medley of white, copper-coloured; and black’
inhabitants, who were aflembled in this re=-
mote corner, from three differént quarters of
the globe, the group being compofed of Eu- .
ropeans, Africans, and native Americans.

The day had been {pent in- bufy occupa-
“tion, we therefore went to our hammocks very
foon after fupper; in order to reft and recruit .
ourfelves for the'next da¥’s fatigues.

.Dnz



404,

Author obtsins an early calw:rﬁ;im' with * M. Heynemasn.
Examines bis collection. Meffrs. Heyngmann, Poaiielsy and
Fenner’s plan, for the party, the remairya.qf the excutfion.
Interefting day at Mr. Heynemanis's. qIndians called Bucks
——the women Buckeen. _Common bmg and arrow of the

- Indians. Their acciracy in ufing them: Fine atfitude in

. pialling the bows, The poifoned arvow and its tube. Au-
thor and two of his comrades proceed to Savonette. One of
the party fuddenly affidled with a malady awhich detains bin
at M. Heynemans's.  Vifit to an Indian but at t1wo o'clock
in the morning., - Indian method of flecping. Surprize of .
Vandyke, ani old Dutch foldier. His remurk ca:mrnitig

the indifpofition of an Indian wife. - Night accommedation

at Sayonette.

v Berbifche./

-UNW!LL[NG to wafte more of my time in
flecp than was abfolutely neceflary, I rofe at
an-earlier hour.than my comrades, and had
the oppertunity of infpeding the whote of
M. Heynemann’s colleétion before breakfaft ;
alfo of hearing his. obfervations and remarks
refpe@ting the Indians, withwhom he had long
.been in habits of intimate affoeiation. At break-
faft Mefirs. Fenner, Pafiéls, and Heynemann
planned our journeying for .the“two-or three
{né_cécding dayd, informing us that Wwe might
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have an opportunity of feeing numbers . of

Indians intheirnative dwellings, in theenvirons '
of an old eftate; called Savonette, about twenty

miles higher yp the tiver ; and, remarking that
according toythe plan: of our expedition, we

fhould be \.'lee to proceed further with any

profpe& of %mfort or gratifidation. - We

could not oppofe even a doybt to the opinions

of chefe gentlemen ; therefore, embracing their

propofal, we agreed to purfue our journey to '
Savonette with the evening tide, and after

vifiting an Indian village, and, the other curi-

ofities of the fpot, to return’ to M. Heyne-

mann’s.

The morning wag pleafantly fpent im
examining thescolle@ion of 1ndian curiofities,
and of fpecimens in natural hiftory; but more
efpecially in hearing M. Heynemann relate
his adventures'among the Indians ;. whom he
termed Bucks and Buckeen, thefe being the
names commonly given: to themin the colo-
pies. We were. alfo amufed by feeing M.
Heynemann aud one of the Indians thoot with

‘the, common bow -and-.arrow of the wodds,

“and blow the poifoned arrow at a mark from

its tube. The accuracy bf the Bucks, - in
,D.D 3
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‘thooting with: the long arrow, and in blowing
" the thoct poifoned one, was defcribed to us a3
being minute to a wonder. * The common
arrow ufed in their wars,“or, for the purpofe
of killing game, is nearly fix fegt long, made
of a peculiarly ftraight and fine ‘ecd, without,
a knot or intquality in its whde length, and
. armed at the point with a piece of fharpened
bone, having a barb at one fide. At the fhaft
it is furnifhed at each fide with a piece of cut
feather; in order to' fleady it in its flight.
Sometimes a thin piece of hard wood, tharpen-
ed at the point, and barbed with many notghes,
is faftened to the reed, and forms the end of
the arréw :—but thofe, who have mixed with
the colonifts, for the moft part arm the arrow
with a fharp point of fteel. The arrows ufed
for ftriking fith are forked, having three fteel
‘poihts, with a barb ncar the end of each, the
middle :point being confiderably longer tBan
the others. ‘The bow is ufually two or three .
inches longer than the atrow, and when ftrung,
is not, at its greateft curvature, beat more
than an inch and half from the cord. Various
kinds- of wood are ufed for ¢he bows, the -
mof} beautiful ‘of which is called Ktter-wood,
@ name which it lfas obtaingd fram its peculis
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arly marked appearance, being richly mottled,
as if ftained by art, and fomewhat refembling
the fkin of a fnake. The ftring is made of
the filk-grafs, and «is remarkably ftrong. An
Indian will_hit a chicken with tolerable cer-
tainty, at»ie‘ai'_ly a hundred yards diftance.
He is very¥particular refpeling his arrow,
and examines it with great care, in order to
afcertain that it be perfe@ly firdight, before he
attempts to ufe it. The attitude of a naked
Indian in pulling his bow, is highly graceful,
and exhibitsthe human figure to great advan-
tagg. I have fometimes obferved in it fo
ftriking a difplay of a well:made mufcular
form, that I have fancxed I could hdve felt a
regret had the naE‘édnefa been concealed under
which it was prefented i

The arrow whi.ch they are in the habit of
poifoning is made of alight hard wood. It
is aboyt ten or twelve inches long, and of
the thicknefs of an oat ftraw.. It is blunt
at one+end, and cut to a fharp point at the
other, the pointed end deing dippedin the*poi-
fon. The manner of ufing it is by blowing it
from a cylindrical tube, about' feven feet.in
length: A bit of cotton is lightly put in at

‘PR4
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pne end of the tube, the arrow is dropped in
-at the other end, and falls to the cotton ; the
lips are ther applied, and the arrow is forced
forward by a fudden puff, or coup of the breath,
and is thus fhot to the dl&ance of eight or ten
yards- with furprizing accuracyy . So expert
are fome of the Bucks in the ufg of this tube,
that at twelve or fourteen feet, they will almoﬂ:
to a certainty ftrike the arrow upon the edge
of 4 penknife ftuck on the .back of a chair,
The tpbe is made of a fpecies of reed, and
' they are very careful in prcfervmg it. Indeed
from the difficulty of finding the reed perfedly
ftraight, a good_tube becomes hnghly valuable
to them, and jts value is further enhanced by
a fuperﬁmon which prevaxl& among them re-
: gardmg the cutting of the reed, It commonly
grows in wet places, or wide ﬁagnant marfhes;
and fuperftition has fationed an evil fpirit to
defend it, whence the Indians have the apptre-
henfion- that fome ill muft. befall him who
ventures in fo cut the. rced -This weaknefs
has probably originated from fome ef them
having been injured by, alligators or ferpents
—eyil-beings which commonly inhabit fuch-
like places.
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We atked many queftions refpe&ing the
poifon ufed upon the arrows, but M. Heyne- -
mann did not feem to have poflefled himfelf
of the fecret, He defcribed it as a compound
of the juices of three different plants; hut he
did not {eem fto have correctly afcertained the
mode of prepyring it; nar do we learn that
it hag ever been prepared by any European ;
although fome travellers have defcribed it with
a degree of precifion, which might feem ta
imply 3 full and corre@ knowledge of its com-
pofition. It is a veggtable extra&, and we are
informed that it is undoubtedly prepared from
feveral plants, fometimes more, and fonetimes
lefs i in number, bu&whether in exther cafe, all
that are ufed aré’heceﬁ'ary to the efficacy of
the pqlfon is a dybious qug:&qu. Its fatal
effets are cetrain-and almoft inﬁ'antanebus,,
proz:ded the minuteft particle of it mixes.
with the blood --You glready know that 3
quantity.of this poifon has been carried to

"England, and that experimerits made with it
in .Londan, have ptoved the certainty and
rapidity with whlch it deﬁroys animal life?

M. Heynemann gave - us a plentiful dins
per, and fweetened.its. Aavoyr with an unaf-
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feted welcome. He exprefled himfelf much
gratifigd that we had made fo long a journey
to yifit him, and confirmed his profeflions by
his friendly condu&, and- his bounty in enter-
taining us. In the afternoon wg loft our kind
conductors, M. Pattels, and M, Fenner, who
left us in order to return to gheir refpe@ive
homes, but not until they had earneftly en-
joined us to Yepeat our vifits at Arends, and at
Johanna, on our return. Being thus deprived
of our friendly interpreters, M. Heynemann
fought to remedy the evil by calling to our
aid an old noo-commiffioned officer, whp had
acquired a kngwledge of our language, from
having beén in the anli(h fervice during the
American war. Attended by this old foldier,
we fet off at fix o’clock in the evening for
Savonette, the late home of M. Heynemann,
where he had long refided amidft whole tyibes
. of Indians, and received honors as their captain
or chief. Under his dire@ion, many of
-them had been taught to labour, and although
without much of induftry, the plantation Savo-
nette: had been' cultivated prmcxpally by the
Bucks. Studious to promate qur comfort, the
genierous-Heynemann had put into our boat
fome food, drink, candles, and othernecef~
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faries for the Journey. One of our party
being feized with a fit of affeftion for 4 band-
Seme  Indian [pecimen which he *had feen,
pleaded ficknefs, andedeclined proceeding with
Us to Savonette : but the major domo happen-
ing to difco,v!r the nature of his complaint,
pleaded ia h%ai, turn the neceflitysof attending
the fick, and remained behind likewife, in order
to adminifler the kind oflices of Imfbitality.

The effe&t of the tide, fo far from the fea,
was very inconfiderable, and fcarcely- fufficed
to counteradt the current of the river, hence
this ftage of ourjourneybecame a heavy,labour
to the flives. The day foon clofed in, and,
being enveloped O eachr fide by the impene-
trable gloom of the forefts,, we flowly ftole
along the limpid furface, amidft all the folemn
ftillne(s of night. It was two o’clock in the
morning whep we reached the Indian planta-
tion, (if fo 1 may term) Savonette, having been
nearly eight hours. in the boaf, and much of
the timesin the dark. . This was a Iad]y tedi-
ous fitting, but we were in fome degree relicved
from the fatigye of ir, by lighting a cande,
and amufing ourfelves, part of the time, with
Qur cards and books,
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We regretted the latenefs of our arrival
the lefg, on account of its affording us an op-
portunity of fecing fome of the Indians as they
were. fleeping in their hammocks, and obferv-
ing their manner of difpofing tlhemfelvcs to
reft for the night.

On quitting the boat, we afcended what,
in this country, might be called a hill, and pro-
ceeded to the houfe formerly occupied by M.
Heynemann, which is fituated upon a more
found and dry [oil than is common on the
borders of this'rive_r. Near to the water, was
an Indian hut, built liké the open- theds of
England, the roof only being covered in,l and
the fides left entirely open:” Defirous of wit-
nefling their mode of fleeping in their native
dwellinigs, we made no calculations of peril, on
the fcore of unexpe@edly difturbing thefe rude
inhabitants of the woods in the night; *but
without hefitation, entered the houfe, and ad-
yanced with our light clofe up to their ham-
mocks. Inthe middle of the hut was burn-
ing® a fiall fire ‘of wood, immediately over
which were fufpended three hammocks, made
of the bark of a'tree, and open like net- work.
Two were'placed ubreaft very near to the fire,

3.
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4nd the third dire&tly abovethe others. In
one of the lower was lying a naked Idiaa -
man : over the fides of the other were haqging
{everal legs and arms, and two heads, which
we difcovered to belong to & boy and a wo-
man, who \.vire lying naked together in the
fame hammoek in the upper one was ano-
ther man with his long legs hanging out, foli-
citing his thare of influence from the fire be-
low. But, from the fides of the hut being left
oper to the breeze, it was manifeft that the
objet of the fire, was rather t6 protect them
from infeCts, than to add ta the heat of this
almoft equatorial climate. © We rambled about |
undl 3 o’clock, aV"lllﬂg ourfelves of this mo-
ment of unexpedted vxﬁtatlon, to gratlfy our
curiofity with all the varigty in our reach.
We locked into every hut we met with, and
obferved the above to be the common made
.of taking reft for the night. It was matter of
furprife to us to find how little thefe people
of the woods were incommoded by -our fud-
den and nofturnal appearance among, them.
. They expreffed no concern at our pre[ence,
nor evinced the flighteft apprehenfion or cx;na-
{ity regarding us. Not fo with Vandyke, -a
" bardy old Dutch Yoldier, avhom M. Heyne-
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miann had fationed it Savonétte, "as a kind of
- managet, and deputy poﬁ-hofder, in order to-
take chargeof the eftate, and maintain a friend-
ly intercourfe with the naked inhabitants of
the woods. 'This man, like the Bucks thems
felves, was living almoft in a ﬂa ¢ of nature.
The natives of the foreft were 1'.1s only com-
panions, and from fome of his hablts, it might
havefeemed that, in their fociety, he had for-
gotten the duties of civilization: Yet, in his
general condu@, he wasattentive and refpectful,
and appeared to poflefs the foft feeiings of hu-
manity. 'No European lived nearer to him
than at, M. Heynemann’s, and the few who
refided there he feldom faw ; nothing therefore
could exceed his furprize, ofi waking in the
dead of the night, and’ finding a party of offi-
cers, armed; and in fcarlet 'uniform, ftanding
at hisbedfide. You will imagine that it was
with difficulty he gave credit to his fenfes®or-
believed that he was a&tually awake. Although
I carefully .remarked the expreflion of his
countenance, his incoherent replies, and all
his agitated movements, you will better cons -
ceive the effect of fuch a vifit upon his mind
than it is poflible for my pen to defcribe it.
Vandyke s bed, lik¢ the couch of the Indians,
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was a ﬁmplé hammock ;.and only differed
from theirs, in being made of cotton inftead of
the bark of a tree. In another hammock clofe
at his fide, was lying a naked Indian woman,
whom le had feleted from the woods as his
wife. She gfipea_red to be ill, and we were
led to afk fombvqueftions regarding the means
of procuring her medical relief, whenVandyke,
with an air of nonchalance, inftantly replied,
“ Och ! als zy zick is, moet ik eene andere heb-
ben,” which may be thus tranflated, * when
the grows fick, I turn her into the woods and

®
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take another.” -7 - s

Vandyke was too much aftonifhed.at our
unexpe&ed appearfPace, as well as too much a
foldier, to remain quietly- in his hammock,
while h& faw a party of officers unprovided ; he
therefore very quickly rofe, and, conduting
us to the teft room he had, fet before us fuch
fare, as his {canty means enabled him to col-
le&, and kindly’ bade us -wtlcome; then
pointed qut to us fome hooks, wherecon to.
fufpend our hammocks for the remaindereof
the night. Our chamber véry much refem-
bled an old barn. The repaft prefented by
Vandyke was Caflada bread,, with Hollands
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and wafer: but the hofpitality of M. HeynJ—
mann had prevented us from being thrown up-
on the humble ‘fare of Savonette——compared
to wb;ch our boat was a lpxurious lardet.

The convenience of haﬁgmocﬁs was
never greater, nof more firikifig than upon
this occafion. In fuch an apartment beds or
.mattrefles had been obje@s of terror to us, but
fufpended in opr hammocks, we lay in com-
fort, bidding -defiance to liZards, vermin,
thick cobwebs, dirt and all other annoyances.
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Anticipated grat_'ﬁc:tian robs the author of reffi.  Senfations on
looking out at thet goor of Savonette carly in the morning.
Vifit to an Indian willage in the woods. Scemr, on enter-
ing the foref. Reflections on approaching the willage.
Vandyke enfures the party a civil reception: No ceremony
obferved. Author and his comrades minutely examine all
around them. Bucks abfent. Buckeen employed preparing
caffada. Curiofity not reciprocal.  The party procure fpeci-
mens of animals, implements and utenfils. The laba. An
example of natural affection in the wild Ywoods. A further
example of the fame. Food ufed by the Indians. Manner
of preparing it. Indolence of the inkabitants of the* woods.,
Caffada their  flaff of life.” Pepper-pot of cvabs} and la=
ba. The Armadillo. Sralure of the Indian huts. Author
expreffes a hope of fhewing the model of one to his friend

Jome day in England. * Temple of “incantation. Supere
Slition of the Indians vefpelling difeafe. Hot or wa-
pour bath. Scenery rvound the foreft village. An im-
menfe tree of the Tonquin bean. Concerning other trees
in the woods of Guiana. A Kiwibi, and other [pecimens

prefented by Vandyke : W ater-lemonsy—>by the Indians. Mi-
litary bonors. Echo through the deep foreff. Author and
bis comradgs” rvetsirn to Mynheer Heynemann's, and to
Arends.

Berbifcl)g :

Eacer antitipation tracing in my mind all
that we Were to fee, hear, an¢ acquire at Sa-
vol. 1L E E
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vonette, I had fcarcely clofed iy eyes ‘before it
was tithe again to open them. The period al-
lowed to us, by the arrangements of Meflrs.
Heynemann, Fenner and Patiels, was very li-
mited ; fearing, therefore, to lofé the fmalleft
portion of the allotted hours, In¥as again up
and abroad before my companions. Stepping
out at the door I gazed around me, and wifth-
ing for a thoufand eyes and ears, looked on
every obje&, and liftened to every found. It
was 7 o’clock.—Vandyke had rifen with the
fun, and now came to offer himfelf to our
command. Our non-commiffioned interpre-
ter was alfo ready, and obedient to our will.
As focn therefore as ‘my gomrades left their
hammocks, we took our breakfafts of coffeeand
caffada bread ; and, without further delay, fet
forth into the woods, in fearch of the Indian
town ;—to vifit which was the great ob_LeCt of
our journey to Savonette. We were quite a
military body, having, in our party, captain,
fubaltern, non-commiffioned officer and pri-
vafe : aye ! you will fay, and attended by the
do&or too !

Entering the foreft, the, firft thmg that
attratted our notice was a clufter of wild pines,
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growing ten or tiyelve feet high. Our path
was good. Althcugh pleafantly fhad, d at
each fide, it was not fo narrow as t0 confine
us to the ufual Indjan*file. It more refembled
the open ridings which embellifh the wopds of
England. Thg {cene was new. Every obje&
created a livel;} intereft. Expelfation was
ardent ; and curiofity on the point of being
gratified. 1 cannot tell you the fenfations we
experienced during this walk of nearly a mile.
The gnomes and fylphs of ethereal regions
could not have journied with lefs fatigue. All
was mind. The bufy foul feemed releafed
from its fluggith clay ; and the hgavy clog of
body was no longer an ingumbrance. W¢ were
about to contemplate what we might never
behold again—a novelty peculiarly exquilize,
and of more than common intereft, for .....
it attachcd to our {pécies ! All that concerns
the habits. and comfort of man, I always re-
gard with high veneration. In whatever re-
lates to our nature. I feel a glowing fympathy;
and I affetionate the whole human race in
every ftate and ftation. In what we differ
and in what refemble each other, are queftions
of more thah ordinary curioﬁty—(lueﬁiqns
that firike upon nty mind #ith uncommon
“EE2
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influence. Whatever tends to ftrenfgthen the
connettion between man and man ; to im-
prove our being, and increafe the general hap-
pinefs of my fellow creatures, I regard with
an attachment bordering upon‘enthufiafm. I
feel that in the great fcale of rfeation we all
are men and brothers. The httle varieties in
the habits of fome, and the different fhades of
colour in others, in no degree alienate the af-
fe&ion I bear them, as individuals of the fame
focial race to which I belong. Situation and
circumftance.may have held us feparate, and
have led to different cuftoms and purfuits : but
in nagure, we aré ftill the fame ; whether we
tread the globe in one gnarter or another ;
whether rude or refined ; whether pampered’
with luxury in the towered cities of Europe ;
or fed with more fimple fare in the wild forefts
of America!

With my mind thus occupied, I was
among the foremoft of the traip, on our way
tQ the Indian tewn. Feeling anxious to avoid
every pofiible caufe of offence, we begged of
Vandyke to inftruét us in fuch Jules of con-
du&, as it might be proper to obferve towards
the.naked tnbes but he d;d not confider any

8 .
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precautions n;ceﬂ'ary : being himfelf familiar
with thefe natives of the woods, he left us to
our own difcretion, and affured us a civil, if not
a polite reception., On our arrival he at once
led us into the fimple ftru&tures, ufed for
houfes. Noxgremony was obferved : neither
rapping at the.door, nor ringing ‘at the bell
was required. “ Parlez au Suiffe” offered no
impediment nor delay. Vandyke advanced,
and the party was at once amidft the family..
You will believe that our curiofity was altive.
Not a houfe, a hut, nor a hammogk efcaped us.
The multiplied vifion of all-prying Arguscould
not have accomplifthed more.. Mot an 4&rticle
of furniture, not ap implement, nor ufenﬁl;
not a ftep of ground; nor 4 movement, nor
look of any inhabitant was difregarded. “We
hunted through every corner and place, taking
up fome things in our hands, eying others, and
aflailing Vandyke with queftions concerning
all. The Bucks were gone intq the foreft to
cut wood, the Buckeen and their children
being left at home. Moft of the women were
occupied in one ftep or other of the procefs of
preparing the pot8hous caffadainto food. We
were anxious'to fee them in their different
employments, and, therefore, haftened from
E,E 3
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hut to hut in the idea of coming upbn them,
befor¢ their occupations were interrupted by
thé curiofity which we thought it probable
might be excited from the unexpected arrival of
a party of clothed ftrangers amohig them  But
on this head we.needhave had po’anxiery. Not
an mdwxdual fuffered any mt-erruptlon €
our prefence. The curiofity, by wiich we
were aCtuated, was in no degree reciprocal; for
-{carcely did any one take the trouble even to
look towards us! We paffed through their
huts, and around their perfons, in a manner
unnoticed ; and they continued at wérk,
unemploycdy prec1fe1y as we found them !
Whether on their legs, whether feated or ly-
ing in their hammocks, fo they remained, no
obfervable chatige being induccd by our vifit.

Added to the gratification of our curiofi-
ty.it wasin part our objetto colle& {pecimens
of natural produ@ion, or of Indian workman-
thip. We accordmgly procured a varied
aflemblage, in «which was a fmall and very
beautiful little animal called the Lion monkey ;
aifo a Laba, whofe flefh is\'eﬂ:cemed the moft
delicious food of the country: Tn appearance
this animal fomgwhat refembles the hare, but



4-13

its meat apptoaches neprer to a mixed flavour
of the hare, and of very delicate pork. It is
drefled without cafing ; the fkin .beiﬁg con-
fidered the moft favorite part of the difh.
This is very thick, and in cooking becomes
gelatinous, like the calves-head, or turtle. The
Indians fcald*ff the hair or-fur, then cut the
animal in pieces, and ftew it in caflada juice,
fcafoning it very high with capficum. Thus
prepared, it is truly delicious, and if it could
be had in London, might form a dith not
unworthy the notice of a manficn-houfe
puryeyor. ¢
‘ Many fine bows and arrows werg among
the colle@ion w& procured at this foreft village.
In one of the huts mif_eye. was caught by a
{mall bow and arrow, which appeared to be
extremely delicate, of exquifite workmanihip,
and by far the fineft fpecimen of the kind we
had met with. I immediately formed a‘wifh
to thew them to my friends ia England ; and,
taking shem into my hand, refolved to makg
the purchafe, whatever value might bedixed
upon them. _But I was difappointed by an
uncxpected c1rcumﬁance, which very iuch
interofted my feelings, and, which I fhall ever

"EE 4
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remember with pleafure. Holding the bow
- and arrow to the naked woman of the houfe,
I was abou: to offer money, my pocket hand-
kerchxef or my neckcloth in exchange for
them; when a little coppér-fkpmed urchin,
almoft ‘covered with long black chair, broke
out in fuch piteous bewailings, tHat (although to
have had the bow and arrow, | would have given
- almoft any article of my apparel) I was at once
diverted from every thought of poffefling them.
I felt that no terms could induce me to take
them, if at the expence of the tears, and
broken-hearted lamentations of the ypung
" archer to whom they belonged. Still 1 own
that T was cruel enough to Brolong the little
rogue’s ciies and fears, by an experiment
upon the feelings of ‘the mother. I withed
to afcertain the fentiments of an inhabitant of
the rude foreft upon fuch an occafion ; and
to obferve what would be the condu& exhj-
bited under the circumftances of a fon’s dif-
trefs; I, therefore, feemingly, perfevered in
my attempts to prevail on the woman to let
me Nave the bow and arrow :—but fthe was
true_to nature ; and her child’s happinefs was
the firft objec of her parent breaft !*No offer-—
no perfuafion could tempt her tobarter her fon’s .
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peace. If her dear boy’s comfort was to be the
price, nothing was adequate—nothing could °
compenfate! The little diftrefled fogue hung
aboutmy knee—rgn tohis mother—held up an
imploring hand—and uttered fad cries Qf afflic-
tion. I, fos a time, refifted ” the impulfe of
my feelings :dlfplayed to the Woman my
handkerchief, and my pocket-book—offered
her money—tried to foothe her fon, and
feigned every means of perfuafion: but all in
vain! She remained inflexible! Her child was
unhappy, and with his comfort there could
be nascompromife. It was enough ! The ex-
periment was made ; and I was delighted to
find that in the wild woods the facred laws of
nature were not fubordjnate to all-fubduing
intereft. : °

I had no defire further to tantalize the
little weeping urchin, or his affe@ionate mo- "
ther, therefore gave him the bow and arrow,
and made him happy compenfatmg the
aflition® I “had caufed him by "the pOcket'
handkerchief which I had offered as the pur-
-chafe of his arms. His grief inftantly vanifh-
ed: but he flew to his mother, and, clinging
to her, 'did not again ventufe from her fide,
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whilft we remained in [hc hut. We honored
the wqman for her condu&, and were de-
lighted to ‘witnefs fo ftriking an example of
the natural affections, operating in all their
genuing purity, unfophiflicated by the fordid
motives which but too often goyern the more
cultivated bemgs of what is tefmed civilized

life.

Further examples occurred to us evincing
the powerful operation of the affe&tions among
thefe uncivilized people. One of the women
pointed out to our obfervation the grave of
her fot ; a youth who had deftroyed himfelf
becauf¢ the mother of a young buckeen, of
whomn hc was enamoured; could not be pre-
vailed upon to let him take her daughter for
his wife. Thus the wily Cupid would feem
to wield his bow with equil prowefs amidft
the fimple beings of the foreft, as among the
more pampered {wains of crowded fociety.
The laws of nature are univerfal, and fhe is
ever uniform ang confiftent. In her paffions
fhe knows no diftinGtion between the rude
weods and polifhed cities. «Courtly refine-
ment may counterfeit, clothe, arftd conceal-—
bur, if fairly expoled, the moft accomiplithed
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of matkind will be found to be governed by
the fame vatural feclings as the uneultivated,
favage. The fon of our aflli¢ted ‘buckeen was
young, and hissattachment as pure as it was
ardent and ‘difinterefted. Without the adored
obje@ of Pig affeGions life was infupportable,
and he refolved not to furvive the difappoint-
ment : deprived of his heart’s choice. exiltence
loft all its charms, and he yielded himfelf a
vi&tim to defpair ! Thefe rude people honor-
ed the fentiment. In fad grief his parents
deplored their lofs, and the inhabitants of
evcty hut lamented the fate of the youthful
lover.. An additional inftance of njtural af-
fe@tion and attachment occurred in the folemn
obfervance paid to his remains, which as an
ever.dear and facred depofit, were entombed
within the chamber where hlS afflicted parents
dwelt !

Like all other tribes who are ignorant of
the comfqrts and conveniencies of civilization,
the Indians of Guiana prooure their food from
the rivers, the 'i'ea, and the forefts. They
have no amxhals domefticated, nor any<rain
nor roots, except the caffada, brought into cul-
tivation ; ; and hcnce they. depend very much
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upon the fortune of the chafe  for fubfiftence.
‘A fmall fpecies of deer, called wirrebocerra,
" the laba, and the armadillo are among the
animals they moft eftecem. * Fith and crabs are
alfo much ufed, particularly the latter, which
they find in great abundance in, the muddy
margins of the rivers ; efpecially at the parts
where they open into the fea. When fortu-
nate in the chafe, they indulge their natural
indolence by lying in their hammocks moft of
the time until their provifions are expended ;
and when the {ypply obtained by the bow and
.arrow is lefs plentiful, or when their kunt
in the woods happens to prove unfuccefsful,
they find a refource in crabs and caflada, which
may be confidered their ftaple articles of con-
fumption. Indeed the caflada may b€ called
their flaff of life, for it offers a fupply when
they fail in the chafe, and becomes to them
what plantains are to the negroes of thele
colonies, or potatoes to Irifh peafants. It
being the only vegetable they cultivate, it is
ufual to fee it planted in a rough and irregular
manner near to and -about their huts. Very
commonly they prepare their ®*food in the
form of pepper-pot—their favorite dithes
being - crabs, or liba, ftewed with caflada
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juice, und feafoned 3xtr¢mely hot with red
pepper.

I can give teflimony to both of thefe
being very ¥ich and good; perhaps «n point
of flavour thg pepper-pot of crabs claims the
preference ; but either might be a feaft for an
epicure. In one of the huts we faw part of an
armadillo, which had been broiled or roafted
in its fhell. It was well-flavored, and in
appearance and tafte not very unlike young
pig. Water is their common drink, but they
fontetimes ufe a fermented liquor called pizwor--
ree, which they make from caffada. This s in-
toxicating, andshas fome refemb]ance to beer.

The huts are ufualli; conftru@ed like
that which we faw near the landing place at
Savonette. I hope to be able to fhew you a
model of them on my return to England—
having the promife of one, made by the Bucks,
with furm,ture complete. At the village fome
of the huts were clofed in at the ends ; ; others
were left entirely open. The roofs were
néatly thatched with the leaf of the coc8-nut
or the mountam-cabbage. Near to the cabins
that wete inhabited, we oBferved a dgtached.
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building enclofed on alj’ldes, fprniing 2 fingle
\'room, info which light and air were only ad-
mitted at tle door-way. Upon inquiry we
learned that this was devoted to the ule of the
fick—not as an hofpital, but as a temple of
incantation, for the purpofe of expelling dif-
eafe. Their'fupe;ﬂition attributes ficknefs to
witchcraft, or the vifitation of fome evil fpirit
like the Obeah of the Africans—and having
faith in {pells, they make little decorated in-
ftruments, of tender rufhes about a foot long,
which the phyficians, or priefts called Pyeis,
. employ, together with other magical imple-
ments, as wands to drive out thefe demons of
ill, which they term Yogwaboos. The Pyei is
thought to poflefs: a peculiar influence. over
the Yowahoo—and by means of diflimulation,
and fuperftitious forms, the fick and his friends
are made to believe that he holds an intercourfe
with him, previous to removing the effeGt of
his malign vifitation from his patients. The .
building would {eem better calculated for their
more natural remedy, the hof or vapour bath,
which they contrive by throwing water upon
a laxge heated ftone, and cnveleping the fick
perfon in the fleam.
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Around the village the wood had been
partially cleared away, and the fcenery of this °
interefting {fpot was much improved by feveral
cows coming out bf the thick part of the
foreft to browfe about the open fpace.. They
were the produce of a herd originally brought
by M. Heynemann to Savonette.

After having gratifi=d our"curioﬁty by a
long vifit, and 2 iainute infpeion of every
thing worthy of notice at the Indian town,
we were led, through a clofe and narrow path,
devoid of any turning, either to the right
hand, or the left, into the profoundc#t fhades
of the foref. The way was difficult,” and we
were compelled to follaw each other in fingle
file, throughout the whole length of our walk;
which, from the clofenefs of the wood, the
narrownefs of the path, and the confequent
defe@ion of the breeze, was diftreflingly hot
and confined. The objeé’c'.from which we
were to expect compenfation was . ... ... 2
trec! we had ftrong apprghenfions that the
fight of it ‘might not be an adequate reward
fos fo fatiguing a walk, but we had thsown
ourfelves upon the judgment of Vandyke, dc-
firing*him to condu@ us td all that might be
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gratifying to ftrangers,) we therefore marched
"on, in tacit obedience, relying upon his guid-
ance’; and our perfeverance was amply recom-
penfed by viewing the grekt chief of the foreft
—an enormous tree of the Tonquirtbean, which
appearsin lofty and majeftic trupk, extending
its high-exalted foliage above the hofts of af-
piring rivals that furround it. The body forms
an immenfe perpendicular pillar rifing to the
height of, perhaps, 70 or 8o feet before it
throws out a fhoot or a bud, then fpreading
its wide-expanded branches in proud canopy,
. fo elevated as to proteét from the reach,»and
even to tonceal from the eye, the nuts which
contain "its fweet-fcented bgans.” Viewing
this huge tree with regard to its ftraight and
perpendicular trudk, its immenfe bulk, and,
above all, its prodigious height, it may be con-
fidered as one of the fineft fpecimens of vege-
table prodution growing on the face of the
globe. In beauty and grandeur it is equalled
only by the ftately mountain-cabbage, whofe
majeftic trunk, .and fine palmated ‘foliage,
ftand unrivalled in the vegetable world.

“© [

The trees grow to a fize in thefe forefts
not readily to be ymagined by perfons who
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have {feen only.thofe of the more temperate
climate of Europe. “They are tall and ftately,
and contain a great proportion of timber, in
confequence of running.up to an immenfe
height befort they throw off their branches.

It is often dif§cult, and not unfrequently im-
poffible to reach their fruit, or foliage. The
Tonquin bean tree, when growing out of the
foreft, feldom attains to this ftatelinefs of form :
it branches off at a fhorter diftance from the
ground, and in its growth more refembles the
Englith afh ; the bark is fomewhat like the
poplar, and the leaves like thofe of the pear.
The one we faw had been drawn up to an un-
ufual height, by growiag in a crowd, and was
indebted to health and years for its extraordi-
nary bulk. The nuts containing the fragrant
beans are abundantly plentiful in the foreft,
and may be picked up in bufhels under the
trees, at a certain feafon of the year. While
we weregazing at this vegetable giant, Vandyke
cut on its bark the initials of our names, and
the date of our vifit; and this'neceflary gere-
mony having been duly performed, we trod
our-way back,’by the narrow path, to the're-
fidence of odr friendly guide, and there moft
gladly ‘made a refting place. But Vapdyke.

voL. II. . FF
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was allowed no refpite, lor we !ﬁill' befet him
with hofts of queftions : and when he had
'fatisfied our ' inquiries, and we learned that
Savonette offered no further novelty, we re-
fumed cur places in the boat, and returned to
the abode of the hofpltable Heyncmann Van-
dyke prefented us with a young Kiwihi, an
animal which bears fome refemblance to a
pig, and is about the fizc of a large cat, having
a very long tail, marked with alternate rings
of black and white hair. He alfo gave us fe-
veral fpecimens of Indian implements, moft of
which 1 hope fome day to thew'you in Epg-
land. Scme of the Indians followed us to the
water-fide, and put into our boat laige bafkets
filled with fine water-lemons, which they had
gathered from the woods.

‘On our quitting the fhore Vandyke ho-
"nored our departure with the firing of cannqp.
He was a foldier, and in additionto other ci-
vilities, felt a pride in fhewing to officers who
vifited him every mark of military refpect.
We were the more pleafed with the compli-
ment, as it afforded us an ynexpe&ted, and
moft welcome opportunity of heuring the
enchanting echo through the woods.
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We were in timd to take a late dinner
with Mynheer Heynemann, and in the even-
ing, according to the plan laid down for us,
we procecded to Arends. M. Patlels was from
home, but we found the beft arrangements of
the family ordered for our accommodation.
We were fumptuoufly entertained by a young
gentleman, the friend of M. Pafiels ; and at
night were conduted to very excellent bed-
chambers, fitted up more in the ftyle of Euro-

pean accommodation than any we had feen in
the colony,

FFa
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Ferlings of, ﬁzl‘ufa&wn evinced By Mynkeer Hfnemann.  His
attention to the ‘suthor. Connelling link between the India

ans and the colonifts.  Policy of the Dutch government re-

Jedling the Indians. Opportunities poffeffed by Mynheer
Hegnemann of obferving thé charaller and habits of the
people of the woods :—peculiarly qualified for the appoint-
ment of poft kolder :—elefled a chicf among the Indians.
Propofal to affemble a body of them in military array. On
the rgmarks and olervations of Mynheer Heynemann. In-
dian tribesin Guiana. The Charibs moft warlike. Promi-
nent feotures di ﬂmgw/bmg the Indians from Europeans —
Jrom Africans.  Clothing of the Indians. , Kway ufed by
the Buckeen, Condull of a taother, aid daugbhr on pre.
Jenting the appayel of a youngs Buckeen to the author.

Berbifchc.//:
Tue generous Heynemann appeared much
gratified by the fatisfa&tion we exprefled ogr-
felves to have experienced in our vifit at Sa.
vonette, and in our acknowledgments of the
civil attentions of his deputy, Vandyke. He
was partlcularly plcafcd at the intereft which,
he was pleafed to fay, I feemed. to take  re- .
garding every obje&, and every citcumftance
in this remote parteof the world,” and fo at«
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tached himfelf to the tnea_ns of gratifying me,
that I wascompelled peremptorily to arreft the”
liberal hand with which he woifld have be-’
ftowed multiplied tarks of his fnendﬂup-——to
the injury,rand almoft the extin&ign of his
own colleion. At firft I had freely expref-
fed my admiration of fuch things as were cal-
culated to call it forth, but I foon difcovered,
that to admire was to tax his generoﬁty ; for
if he only heard me breathe approval, or bnt
faw, by my eye, that a fpecimen pleafed me, it
was inftantly mine. He gave me famples of
varjous gums, nuts, and woods, employed in
medicine by the Indians, alfo, cryftals, bows
and arrowd, Ipdian paddles, mufjcal inftru-
ments, inftruments of war, implements of
houfehold furniture, ufed by the Bucks, and a
variety of other curiofities: indeed, could I have
perfuaded myfelf to have taken all he offered:
me, I might have fitted up a {fmall mufeun ; but
I could not reconcile the idea of trelpaffing up-
on fuch liberality, and therefore pofitively re-
fufed many‘ fpecimens of ,which I obferved
that he had no duplicates, a,nd which 1 “felt it
poflible he might afterwards lament. He.was
g:clually libéral In all his attentions, and feem-

" FE3
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ed defirous to explain t§ me whatever,I with-
. ed to afk. You will belicve that I had lefs re-
ferve in'my queftions, than in the acceptance
of his generous offerings, and. that I was hap-
.py tocall forth the obfervations and remarks
derived from his long and familiag, intercourfe
with the Indians. « At his prefenf abode and at
Savonette he had refided, during many years,
in the appointment of pofi-holder, having
conftant intercourfe with the Indians, and
forming the connefing link between them
and the colonifts.

[

It was the policy of the Dutch govern-
ment tqQ expefld a certain fum aznnually in
the purchafe of blue cloth, Y)cads, ribbons,
hatchets, and othg¢r in%plements, and orna-
ments to give to the Iudians; and it was
made the duty of the perfon placed at the
moft 1emote eflate of the colony, to aflggi-
ate with the Indians, and to cultivate their
friendfhip, in order to prevent acts of hoi-
tility on their part, and to fecure td the colo-
nifts the peaceable ' pofleflion of the territory
they had appropriated, Hence, from fitya-
tion and appointment, as well as fram natural
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difpofision, abundant Lpportumnes had offered
to M. Heynemann of intermixing freely with -
the Indians, and obferving their moft; retired, ¢
as well as their more exterior habits. Poflefled
of enterprifing talents and a certain hardi-,
hood of mind and frame, together with affa-
ble and concnhatory mannefs, ht was peculi-
arly qualified for the truft which had been fo
long coanfided to him. He mixed with the
Indians, allumed their habits, infinuated him-
felf into their good opinion, and became fo en-
tirely one of themfelves, that at Savonette they
ele@ed him their chief or- kmg ; and he could,
at any time, aflemble them in a body of feveral
hundreds, im military array, and appear as cap-
tain at their head®

This was a novelty which he offered to
exhibit to us, if we would confent to prolong
our vifit, or would repeat it, giving him only a
few days notice of our coming, I regretted
extremely that it could not be in my power to
accept 2ither of thefe propofals. Itwas a high
compliment offered to us, and, what I Thould
have particubarly enjoyed; but I had oply a:
fhort time®¢o remain at Berbifche, and dared
not ldok to another long abfence.

FF4
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M. Heynemann 11;\ man of great zeal,
. a&ivity and exertion. With conﬁderable pe-
netratiod, he poflefles much of perfeverance,
but from the want of a liberal education hisg
obfervations, though' valuable, are loofe and
" undigefted—devoid of arrangemcnt and fcien-
nﬁc correflngfs ; and evidently Y.ot the refult
of any fyftematic train of inquiry. Governed
by chance, and with no fpecific obje&t in view,
his purfuits and remarks are not fo conducted
as to.promote, eflentially, the advancement of
natural {cience ; but, perhaps, a man of high
literary acquirements would be lefs fitted for
‘the paft which M. Heynemann has fo Iong
filled w1th credit to himfelf, and advantage to
the co]ony I fhould Have .bten much gra-
tified could we have prolonged our vifit, and
with regret bade adicu to this generous chief
of the naked tribés. '

Although, from my fhort ftay amontg
them, you cannot expe& an elaborate difqui-
fition upon the-fubje&t of the Indians, you
will perhaps dematid a paﬂing word on fuch
promment pomts, concemmg them, as morc
immediately ftrike the eye. I may, thereforc
tell you that the Indians who inbabit this, part
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of the Sputh’Americanjcoaft are of four tribes
or nations, the Arrouwacs, the Accawaus, the
Warrous, and the Charibbees. Fhe’Charib-
bees or Charibs, as sthey are more frequently
called, are thg talleft men, and of the moft war-
like afpect. , Thofe we have feen of the other
tribes are rather fhort, but in general well
formed ;—although their figure denotes more
of fubftance than of gracefulnefs. They are
of a bright bay colour, their hair jet black,
long, and ftraight. In common they are rather
perfonable, and their features are more indica-
tive of mildnefs than ferocity ;° for, although
in fome of them the lines of the Targar face
may be traced, the chara&er more gencrally
denoted by the coantenance is that.of gentle-
nefs and tranquillity, The eyes are very black,
they are fmall, diftant from each other, and
deep in the orbits. The cheek-bones ftand a
little wide, but they are not ftrongly promi-
nent, the forehead tends to fquarenefs of form,
and the eye-browsare heavy. The nofe, though
not ftrcogly aquiline,’ when viewed in profile
fomewhat approaches that fhape ;—the mouth
is of middle fize ; the lips of moderate thick-
nefs; the teeth rather fmall, white and regu-
lar ; the chin round; the angles of the lower
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jaw fomewhat wide : from all w‘hicl’l,you wiil
perceive that the face is rather:broad than
round, altliough the contour approaches more
to the circular than the¢long or oval. We
did' not obferve among them any refemblance
of the flat nofe, the wide moutb, thick lips,
or.Jarge teeth of the negroes.

Their necks are thick, and in general
not fufficiently long to be graceful. The cheft
is high and full ; the fhoulders fquare, going
off at nearly right angles from the ncck.  The
limbs are flefby and robuft. Upon the whole,
they may be faid to be of the figure generally
denominated fquare-made, apd tvonfequently
their form denotes mere of ftrength, than of
gracefulnefs or agility, Still there'is a differ-
ence between their figure and that of the
firong-marked mufcular fubje@s of colder
and more mountainous regions. Among the

‘Indians of Guiana, the rough lines denot-
ing ftrength are concealed in confequence of
the interftices between the mufcles being fo
filled® with fat as,to give a general fmoothnefs
to the furface; andfrom the fame caufe,.the
fine a@ion of the different muftles becomes
lefs obvious, whet they are in motitn, or
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under ahy exemon. j Hence, although the
figure of an Indian be {quare, full, and robuft,

ftill it does not convey precifely ehat idea of -

ftrength which agtaches to the rough and muf-
cular frames,of the North; and yet is their
form even wgore unlike that of the negroes.

< ’ .

It has happened to me to have frequent
opportunities of feeing parties of Indians, and
of Africans ftanding naked together, and I
have always remarked a ftriking difference in
their figure. The negroes have longer necLs,

and g finer fall of the thoulder. Their cheft ‘

is not fo full and open. The limbs are nat
fo ftout, bue thinner, and longer in propor-
tion to the body.-~~Thg form of the Indians
appears clofe and compaé, avhile that of the
negroes is more loofe and flender, and more
indicative of the heat and languor of climate.
The projcaing curvature of the tibia, {ocom-
mon to the Africans, does not prevail among
the Indians. The difference of countenance
is ftill ororé remarkable than the difference of
form ; but, as the negro face is familiar to you,
I nged not enser into a mare’ minute detait of
the difcordaat features.

)
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The Indians wear no c!oth(ing;cexcept a
band tied round the waift and brought be-
tween the* legs to faften before; fuch as I
have mentioned to be int ufe amonz the ne-
groes of thele colonies. This is «vorn both by
the men and women. Some, whe have vi fited
the coloniftd, have it made of rlu cloth; but
thofe who have not had the fame epportuni-
ties of procurmg cloth, make it of the bark
of a trce. Sometimes, inftead of this band,
the women ufe a fmall apron about three or
four inches {quare, which being tied round the
wafte, and left to bang loofe before, ferves by
way of a fig:-leaf, - Thefe aprons they call
éways.»  Among thofe who, have affociated
with the colonifts, the kway'is fometimes made
of fmall beads of different colours, ingenioufly
put on threads of cotton, or of the filk-grafs,
{o as to give the apron the appearance of being
woven in a variety of figures. This is #fed
as high drefs, and is much valued. It happen-
ed that I, one day, met a young buckeen, thus
ornamented, walking with her motfer, and,
being defirous to add a fample of the kway to
my colle@ion of fpecimens, I made {igns tothe
parent, meaning to afk if the colld procure
me one ; when, whhout the flighteft hefitation,
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fhe took, off 'that which was before my eyes,
and prefented it 'to me : the young lady very
modeftly, but without blufhes, fupplying, its

place with the pocket handkerchxef which I
gave her in e;m.hangc. ' o

Form and general appearance of the Indians. Cuftom of
pulling the hair from different parts of their bodies. Re-
marks concerning the indolent hobits of the people of the
avoods. Labour not a natural impulfe. Indians fend of
Spirituous liquors., A degree of metholl obtains in their in-
toxidation. Pal_ygamy praétifed among them.  Defpotic to-
wards their wives. The women toil at_bome, and bear the
burden when they move abroad. The Buckeen Jambre and
referved in prefenceof othe men—are fond of drinking rum.
Some obfervations refpecting®obefity—alfo concerning gout.

* e

Berbifche.

F'rom the inadivity of the Indians they are
generally feen to be enbonpoint, and this, as I
remarked before, gives them a ceitain fmooth-
nefs of form, and of furface; but their {kins .
have not that velvet foftnefs fo common to
the negroes. Their bodies are peculiarly free
froms hair. Peflefling an idea, that it is more
becoming ttet to have any hairs, except upon
the head, they are in the habit of pulling them
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out from the chin, the beeaft, the érmfﬁts, and

" other parta.  The general {moothnefs, thus

-

givea to thé furface, has led fome travellers,
who have been ignorant' of.the caufe, into

. the ‘error of confidering this to be their na-

tural appearance ; and hence have arifen the
ftrange opinions that they differed from Euro-
peans, and were in this refpet a peculiar race
of the human fpecies. The inftrument ufed
for pulling out the hairs is a fmall piece of
wood partially fplit. Thofe who intermix
with the colonif}s often employ a bit of wire,

twifted into a fpiral form, like that whick is

ufed for «naking the claftic hatbands.

" .
[ 4 «

From the heat ofs the “climate, and the
facility of procurmg food, the Indians of

"Guiana are naturally indolent. In every

quarter of the globe the great incentive to in-
duflry is either neceflity, intereft, or ambiti8n,
Labour, fimply as fuch, is no where a natural
impulfe. It is the effe& of our real, or ima-
ginary wants. Among the natives of thefe
woods, it fprings from neceffity alone, and
ceafos with the immediate occafion which catls
it forth, They have no intereft ih' the accu-
mulation of propefty ; and therefore afe not
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led to labbur'in order tg obtain wealth. They.
live under the ‘moft perfeé’c equality, and
hence are not impelled to induftfy by that
fpirit of emulatiog, which, in fociety, leads to
great and unwearied exertion. Content with
their fimple Jneans, they evince no defire to
emulate the habits, or the occupations of the
colonifts : but, on the contrary, feem to regard
their toils and culomns with a fenfe of pity or
contempt. 1 have, occafionally, fecn parties
of them looking on, when our foldiers have
been aflembled, and going through the various
evolutjons of théir exercife: and they univer-
fally regarded them with a quiet_ indifference,
or the only fentiment ipdicated by thebr fea-
tures was a kind of*contgmptuous pity, which
was [omctimes expreffed by asfignificant look,
that fecmed to flay—* Aye, foolith people !
you take vaft pains with thefe things:—but
we do them much better, with infinitely lefs
trouble.” .

They ate very fond of drinking rum, and
eagerly fwallow it to intoxication. But they
obferye a kind ef method in their drunken-
nefs ; for when they come down to the towns
in bodies of confiderable numbers, it is obferv-
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ed that half of the party will freely devote to
~ Bacchus, while the other half careftilly refrain,
in order to Wwatch the helplefs; and thefe, when
reftored by all-healing Motpheus, are obferved
 to. take their turn of watching, and to guard
their late protectors through a fimilar vifit to
the ‘deities of turbulence 4nd repofe.. They
have no pleafyre in long fipping, but fwallow
large draughts of rum, or drink it quickly,
glafs after glafs, till they ate urable to move.

The Indians are very arbitrary and def-
. potic towards their women. Polyganey is
practifed amoag them. Each man takes as
many wives as he caa conveniently main-
tain. ‘'They are very jfea]ou‘s, and commonly
appoint the fenior®of their wives as a fpy or
guardian over the condu&@ of the others; but
as a fpice of intrigue has found its way even
into the wild woods, means have been folind
to convert the old Duenna into the beft chan-
nel of obtaining kind favars from thc junior
branches of the barem. .

" " All the domeftic labour i done by the
females, "and in thelr journeyings, from place
1o place, the women are made to toil ‘under
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the burden®of whatever they may have to
tranfport. Thtsin re‘mong from any place .
of abode to take up a new home, the'dxﬁ'erent
articles of furmturg, and all the little variety
of implements- 3nd utenfils are loaded upon
the backs of the women, who follow. in filent
train, bendmg under a heavy load, while their

imperious lord marches on before unincum-
bered.

From the rigid government exercifed
over them, by the men, the women appear to
be fombre and referved. They commonly
fit with their backs towards f’crangers, and re-
main in profound filence when their hafbands
are prefent. In sheir‘abfence they'thew lefs
reftraint, and feem more difpofed to cheerful-
nefs and vivacity. Like the men they are
very fond of rum, and drink-it glafs after glafs,
as though it were only water,

I have obferved that notiithftanding the
great hegt oof climate, the Indians of South
America are not of the famé meager appear-
ance as the gegroes. From their habitg of
indolence a,portion of fat is depofited undcr the

VOI, II. GG o
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fkin, which gives them  a {oft fulfiefs-of form
* unlike the rough-lined fparedefs pf the ne-
' groes, or the firong-lined vigour of the in-

habitants of colder regions : but we did not
. {feg, among the people of the woqu, a fingle
inftance of the heavy, protrudmg obefity lo
frequent among the luxurious fotls of civilized
fociety. I‘wmcs, it is true, may be found
among them as lean as hard-toiling flaves—
but perhaps no Indian was ever feen palpita-
ting under that cpprellive protuberance of fat,
which the bons vivans of Furope, and particu-
larly the beef-cating fubjets of Lug.and fo
frequently carry bef re them.

This circumﬂance; mav tend to fhew that
great obefity is ovly the cHle@ of indolence,
or good living, or of both ating together ; and
that by a due cbfervance of exercile and ab-
ftemioufnefs it might, in all cafes, be prevegted.
Perhaps no Weft India planter cver lofl the la-
bour of a flave from his being overloaded
with fat : nor did Alexander or Ifanaibal, af-
ter a‘long and fevere campaign, ever fee their
armies thinned iti confequence ef their foldiers
being opprefled with obefity. «cIndeed the
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comman labougers of Europe do not often find
their toil interrupted by carrying abojut them a
weighty mafs of idulgence and lu;r.ury.

The fame may be remarked in.a great
degrce withryefpedt to that dlﬁreﬂing malady
the gout. The Indian is not detained flom
the chafe, the foldier from the march, nor the
flave nor the peafant trom his toil in the field,
by the gnawings of this painful diforder. It
is almoft wholly confined to the rich and lux-
urious, and is at once the offspring and punith-
meny of indolence and voluptuoufnefs; nor
would it long remain among the oppr'obria of
medicine, wére it poffible to enforce.the regi-
men prefcribed byﬁhyﬁcians :—althoughitmuft
continue to prevail fo long ag’forbearance, from
habits of indulgence, fhall be deemed a greater
punifhment than the painful tortures of the
difeafe.

But what hath all this to do with our
journey tipon the Berbifche ;wer;—-methmks
I hear you exclaim ! Not much truly—yet I
would hope its is not a digreflion beyond.the
bounds of o\ preliminaries.

GG 2
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. The party ave condulbed from Avends to Fohaniia by Mynkeer
Fenner.  Fourney acrofs the Savanna and forefl. Chafe
of amule. Vifit to an Indian Village. A avretched ob-
Ject of difeafe. A plantation of veeds for making arrows.
Tyees of wild cinnamon. The party diné at Fobanna :—
Sleep at Helvetia. Cordially welcomed by Mynbeer Freinde.
Henored with peculiar marks of attention'by Mynbeer Fen-
ner. A comfortle[s night. Unbappy feelings concerning
an ebon nymph. - Vifit to Mynkeer Scholten at the old town.
Apologies of M. le vieu Fifcal. His exceffes attributed to
¢ levelling bumpers.” A purchafe from a bandfome Indian
woman. River current. Vifit to the plantation Daargradt
—a colonial ¢flate—perbaps < prize property.”  Alarm
of an old Holland.r on feeing a party of Britify officers. A

aretched night in confequence of mufquites. ¢

N N Berbifche,

T o return with you to. our sour, let me tell

you that -M. Fenner very kindly met us at

Arends in the morning, with a fine mule, and

a whole troop of flaves and horfes to cenduc

us again to his home at Johanna. According

to the ufual cuftom, coffee was brought t® us

at 7 o'clock on, leaving our hammocks, and

without waiting for a ‘more fubftantial break,

faft, we made the round of the plantation,

and walked to fee fome Tonqum bean trees,

‘which were growmg upon tHe eftate ; then
mounted our ponies, and put outlelves on the

_march, attended part of the way by M. Mittel-
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holfter; with whomt wie had been guefts for the
night,

The party-formed a motley group, con-
fifting of Dutch planters,- Britith officers, and *
naked Afri®pns marching acrofs an immenfe
wafte furrounded with wild woods, undér a
fcorching and vertical fun, with M. Fenner
our friendly condu&or, feated upon a prancing
mule, leading the wayas commander at the head
of the fquadron. His grotefque figure and
appearance would have highly diverted you ;
for,worthy man, he was not barely a Hollan--
der on horfeback~but a gros-cwlottes drefled in
a white coat and braad brimmed hat, tapering

“upon a little flender mble,and in danger of fal-
ling off at every ftep : indeéd it was evident to
the whole corps, that if they fhould venture to
move quicker than the Dutch pas grave, their
leader would foon fa// in the rear : — nor had
we gone far before the prediGtion was verified ;
and our decanted conductor took a foft feat
on the 'pz;rterreg leaving Mademoifelle, mulet
to kick her heels in air acrofs the wide favan-
na: Finding that ouy chief had fallen without

" being wounded, the Wholé troop was quickly

.engagtd in a chafe acrofsthe, wide plain, o over-

€G3
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take their captain’s charger.. At this imoment
arapid thought winged its way toc England,
“and [ withed I could have placed a piGture be-
fore you, reprefenting your friend occupied,
- amidft a group of horfe and foot, planters, of-
{icers, and flaves—Euxglifb, Africans, and Dutch,
fcampering over a 'wild favanna, enclofed by
the deep forefts of Guiama, in purfuit of a
South American mule. We fortunately fur-
rounded the animal before fhe had made her
way into the woods, and, after a wide gallop
about the plain, fhe was brought back into the
.ranks. .
It iow became a queftion, who fhould
mount the mule ; for Mynheer Fenner, though
not hurt, had grows pallidand nervous, and was
in truth, fo bad a borfeman, -that there. was
not the leaft probability of his remaining many
minutes upon her back, if he thould again®at-
tempt to ride her,: and to leave our captain,
our guide, arid our hoft behind us, to walk to
Johanna, could nqt be endured. In°this di-
lemma it fell to my lot to undertake the ma-
nagement of the fn{ky mule, thYoughout the
remainder of the journey; — and, whether
her capering fit was fubdugd by the’chafe’
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about t}fe fa\vanna, or, whether fhe preferred
an Englith to 'a Dutch rider, it were of no
confequence to determine: — fhé carried me *
pleafantly and gpietly, and we arrived at Jo-
hanna withoeut further accident or difyfter. , -

-
>

On our way we weré condu@ed to an
Indian village, built at the edge of the fa-
vanna, juft within the border of the foreft.
Very few of the people were in their houfes.
They were engaged in the chafe in fearch of
provifions, or had concealed theinfelves in the
wocgls, upon feeing us approach. In one of.
the huts we found an old woman weeichedly
difeafed, left qujte aloge, and lying naked ina
hammock. She feemed to be only a breathing
fkeleton: her countenance whas deeply Hippocra-
tic: eruptions and foul ulcers disfigured herbody,
and rendered her whole perfon a perfe&t obje&
of horror: fhe was unable to move—almoft
to fpeak or to breathe, and exhibited altogether
a moft ftriking example of human mifery.

In the neighbourhood of the huts we
faw fome of*the fine reeds growing, which
- are ufed by the IndiaM for making their ar-
rows.® They appeared to have been planted

GG 4
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about the village for the convenience cof fur-
nithing z re:dy fupply. !

As we rode through the woods, fome large
trees were pointed out to us as béing a fpecies
of wild cinngmon. The bark hid fomewhat
the flavour of that fplce, and on being broken
refembled it in odour, but it was very rough
and coarfe.

‘We reached the Johanna eftate three
hours before the negroes, who had been fent
round by way of the river with our boa,, the
journey by water having ‘been above four
hours {onger than we kad made it by land,
notwithftanding our delay in the f{avanna.

Hax"ing gone to the extent of our ex-
pedition, and it on}y remaining to us to re-
turn down the river amidft the fame unvaried
fcenery we had pafled, we became’anxious
to reach New Amfterdam and the fort, with
as ligle delay as-poffible, and, therefore, took
an early dinner with M. Fenner in company
with his party of Dutc}*"ladxcs, and M. Paels
from, Arends ; and | in the aftemoon fet off
for Fprt-Naﬂ'au, .\ntendmg to hang odr ham-

I,
\
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mocks at Mynheer $cholten’s until the mor-

row. Bat in this we were d:fappo;nted from
the failure of the tide 3 confequéntly, finding

at the dufk of evening, that we were not

likely to reach the old town, we purfued our

marooning{yftem, and put into the firft port

we could make. This happened to be at the

plantation Helvetia, where wg were received

with great kindnefs and civility by Mynheer

Freinde. Coffee was prelented on our ar-

rival—foon afterwards the fupper-board was

plentifully {pread ; and, although unexpe&ted .
intsuders, we found excellent accommodations
for the night. S . .

We did not enjoy the fociety of Myn-
heer Freinde fo much “as we could have
wifhed, in confequence of our limited know-
ledge of his native language—yet, by means
of the many good things he gave us, he made
hlmfeSfextremely well underftood. The eftate
is large, and is the property of Mynheer Freinde
jointly with three_ other .gentlemen, .one of

whom re¢fides in London—the two others at
A'm{’c'erdam.'

b | mxght have remarked to you that at the
Johanna plantatxon, wewere this“dhy mdplged‘
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with the luzury of haying two 4ouwyg ne-
' groes, and an Indian girl, placed behind us
‘waving lime boughs around our heads, the
whole time of dinner, in« order to keep us
-coql,’and prevent us from being annOyed by
infe&s, whlle we were eating ; ag,d in addi-~
tion«to this generat proteion, I*was farther
indebted to the flattering partiality of Myn-
heer Fenner, for the diftinguifhed honor of
having a feparate {lave ftationed at my elbow
with an Indian fan, with exprefs orders tokeep
me cool, and guard me from the mufquitoes.
* At Helvetia we were not troubled zvith
infe@s ;+but in defidnce of the convenience of
our ac.commodauons, fome dneafy {fymptoms,
difplayed on the part of the major domo re-
garding an ebon nymph who had ferved our
coffee in the afternoon, and an unhappy fpirit
of annoying his fufpicions exhibited by one of
our comrades, prevented us from fleepipg, and
caufed us all to pafsadifturbed and reftleis night.
. / L
We left Helvetia with the early tide, in
order to breakfaft'at the’)a towns; and accord-
mgly arrived at nine o’gfock at Mynheer Schol-.
ten’s. Duringbregkfaft we were vifited by the
old fifcal, who, looking extrémely humble and
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abathegt; bdyged us to believe that he felt it
highly incumbént upon him to offer mBltitudes -
of apologies, for his rude behaviotr dn the day’
we had dined at his houfe, adding that he had
been extremely affliGed, from the momeht he.
had been tqld of it; and, in explanation, al-
cribing all Kis loud noife and political violence
to the Jevelling bumpers he had taken of claret
and Madeira. We likewife met, at breakfaft,
another of the oldeft inhabitants of the colony,
an uncle of Mynhcer Scholten, whofe aged
and venerable figure cornm'ang!ed great refpe&
for jis perfon; while it imprefled a favorable,
idea of the falubrity of the climjjate. ,
. , : A

After fatisfy‘\ng' the calls of aﬁpetite, we
took a walk into the towm and in the courfe
of our promenade had an“opportunity of pro-
curing a very beautiful lion monkey from one .
of the handfomeft Indian women we had feen,
and who, by {igns and geftures, gave us to
underftand, that means m'ight be devifed,
fhould it Be very anxioully defired, to make the
miftrefs the companion of the little animal, at
ous quarters.at the Xrt.

Before noon we were again in the boat
purfuing our journey down the sjver. * Have ¢
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“ing ‘the current in our favor, we ‘weré'carri(;d
rapidly on, and were enabled to make longer
" tides than when journeying the oppofite way.
In proceeding up the rivery, the flaves had
* fonnd it. neceflary to avoid the centre, and to
keep the boat as near as poffible #6 the fhore ;
but in returning, they gladly fought the middle
of the channel, in order to avail themfelves of
the current. As the evening ftole on, the
return of tide overpowered the frefh water
ftream, and, by putting a ftop to our progrefs,

" compelled us tafeek quarters at an earlier hour
. thanwe withed. Theplantation Daargradtbeing
neareft,we dropped our anchor there,and, with-
out cerémpny, took up our home for the night.
Daargradt is“one of the colonial eftates,

and is fubJe& to aquef‘hon of fequeftration ; it
being yet in doubt -whether this plantation,
together with fome others fimilarly circem-
ftanced, may not be condemned ag public
property, for the benehit of the captors. The
eftate_is extenfive, ard cultivated by a nume-
rous gang of flaves, who are attached as the
ftotk of the plantation, 4d conféquently make
a part of the property?” My mind anticipates
the idea which fuggefts ltfelf to you upbn this
fubJe& buf you will r\ot exped that I fhould
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offer commbnts upon the: profpe&t of fharing
prize-money from fuch a fource.

The ufual difficulty refpe&ing language
would ‘have, occurred to us, from the manager,
not knowiqa either Englith or French; bwt,.
fortunately, gentleman I had met at Mygheer
Ongre’s, happened to be at Daargradt, ‘who,
with great kindnefs, undertook the trouble-
fome tafk of interpreter; and procured for us
the beft accommodations of the houfe, as well
for the evening, as throughout the night.

* An old Hollander, who was liying in a
fort of quist retirement upon'the eftate, was
feized with fad feelihgs of alarm at bur arrival.
Seeing a party of Englith ,officers ftep out of
the boat, {fo very unexpeétedly, he could not
diveft his mind of the fentiment of danger
whichr attaches to the approach of an enemy.
He had long been an active fupporter of the
high ddmocratic party in the Yeven United Pro-
vinces y and, on accoung of the fate of politics,
had fled from his country’in the year 1787,
when, the Dyke of Prunfwi¢k marched a Pruf-

. flan armyjato Holla‘%to reftore’the rights and
privilgges of the Stadtholder. A confcious
fecling renewedsall the podr olddpan’s terrors,=
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and begat the impreilion that we ¢ame as foes
" to difturb him in his peaceful retirement. He
* felt that he wus ftilladverfe to the Stadtholderian
intereft, and, perhaps, wac not aware thatage
-had ftamped an imbecility ipon his political
opinions, as weil as caufed his hgary locks to
excite only fentimen.s of compaflion. The timi-
dity of fecond childhood was upon him. His
years were many, and it might be faid of him,
as of the vieu fifcal, that the high torrent
of guilt had ccafed to flow in his veins. We
affured him of his fafety, and eundecavored to
afluage his fears, by obferving that whatgver
might have been formerly, or fill turther,
might now be his dpinigus, he had nothing te
fear. With difficulty we dJid prevail upon
him to rake his feat at the fupper table, but he
could not command' enough of {clf-poficilinn
to eat: he was agitated, looked uncafy and
alarmed, fixed his eye on the fcarlet unifogn,
and exhibited general marks of reftlifsnefs,
and apprehenfion !—The fupper-cloth was
fcarcely removed, when he retireds—and we
faw him no more. Soon after the old Ra-
tavian left.us, we went Jo ourc hammocks ;
but paffed a fad reﬂlc(}/n{ight, owiag to our
being aflailed by kofts of mufquitoes, zvhofe
. vénomous bitings wholly deprived us of fleep.



The party leave Daarghadt avith the mm'nin‘:;r tide, irziﬁfl(lifzg.
to proceed to Mynpee# Robol:fki's.  Cuall at Fffendam.
Kindly detaingd by M. Abbenfets. Make a vifit of ac-,
knowledgment to Mynbeer Schneider. Cards® introdficed
ofter dinner W Fffendam.  Evening promenade to Sans
Souci.  Wretched annoyance of *musquitoes.  Afflicled ap-
pearance of the party, Departure from Fffendam. Con-
clufion of the expedition. General yemurks. Novelty and
hyfpitality.  Civiiity an inadequate tevm.  Mcde of travel-
ling lighly commodious. Samenefs of feenery relieved.  Pel-
lucid avater of the river.  Novel appearance of the foref,
the boat, &c. A floating ifland.. Difficulties ideal. In-
JecIs not troublefume in the wisds. oA peculiar mark of
polygensfi. - .

= Berbifche: 2%
- . . ‘
‘/VE rofe earlir,,m'ofder to make*the round
of the plantation and the negro yard previous
to our departure, and before ten o’clock we
took our feats in the boat, availing ourfelves
of the carly tide, with the intention of hang-
ing ()u,t; hammocks at Mynheer Robolofki’s
in the jevening—and of précecding on the
morrow, tp New Amﬁc‘dam. M. Robolofki
had made a vifit to the Britith officerseat the
fort, and had, very reﬂmgly invited us to his
plantatmn wluch W& underftod® to be’ ﬁtu-
ated on the oppoﬁte ban o{ the river, between
Mynhcer Abbenfet s and e togny and very
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con¥cniently for becoming the Jaft. place of
reft upon our excurfian. * A little paft nopn
L we arrived at Effendam, mtendmg to make
only an exn pqﬂ'ant call upon Mynheer Ab-
benfets; who received us with all the kind-
> nefs and cordiality of a friend ; nor would he
hear of our going further, but 1rf"fted that we
fhodld pafs the remainder of the day with
him; and, the more effeCually to reconcile
the delay, he affured us that the tide would
not carry us {o far as M. Robolofki’s by night.
Finding this to be the cafe, we yielded to his
kind folicitations : and the more readily from
~our knowing that the town and the fort ‘were
ftill within the morrow’s journey; and from
it having been proved to us' by the teft of
experience, that neither thore of the river
could fupply us with more defirable quarters.
Havmg agreed to pafs the night at Effendam,
we refled for a fhort time, and then made a
little excurfion acrofs the river to oﬁ'er,th!nks
to M. Schneider, for the information, he had
given us refpeling our Journey ; and to fee
the fugar works at MEF. Blair’s eftate. ~ As foon
as we returned; a well-ferved dmner with
pleny of Ewad wmes}/w/e fet before us ; ‘and
the generous Abbenf(s warmly bade us wel-
come. It is not the cuftom in thefe cblonies,
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as in Englzfr\d, to confume the whole off the
afiernodn over, the tottle.  Wine is taken
liberally at*dinner-time, and the pasty with-
draw from the table very foon after. Af M.
Abbenfet’s, cardy were introduced almoft as
foon as we had dined, and we played whift
until obliqui¥ tempered the fcorching rays of
the fun, when we cngaged in a pleafant prome-
nade about the plantation, and proceeded as far
as Sans Souci, th¢ adjoining eftate, to call on
Mynheer Abbenfet’s nephew.

Soon after we returned from our walk,
the {wpper-board was fpread, and to crown the
evening, fome very fine old HoMandsand the
focial pipe wére*ir}’trodeced. You wi]l Perhaps
be furprized to learn, that I was the only one
who could not enjoy this_part of the repgfh :
moft of the officers have acquired the habit of
fmoking, and fome of them have become fuch
adepts in this, I cannot but add, dirty and in-
elegant .cuﬂom—-—however focial—that they
can already drink gin, and whif a pipe or fagar
almoft as well as any ferapes-ﬁnoking Dutch-
man of the colony ! Yeu will probably envy
them the accomplififgent as litke®as I +do!

"We went t0.our hamiaocks very foon after
VOLY 11, HHE"
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fupper, hoping, by a long fleép, <o relieve the
heavy fatlgue of two difturhed gmd reftfefs
nights ; but we were fadly fifappointed ! the
tormenting mulfquitoes again befieged us, and
thethird night proved no lefs fleeple(s than the
two preceding. The heat and itchjing from for-
mer bitings—the pain of new ard acute punc-
tures—and the ftill more wearifome buzzing of
the infe@s in our ears combined in fuch utter
annoyance, as not only to deprive us of fleep,
but of .all reft and eafe. Even the quiet of
lying ftill was unattainable. The irritation,
caufed by the pain and exceflive- itching(, ren-
dered ug quxtc feverith, and with the wearinels
and lapguor arlﬁng from want of fleep, made
us reallyill. At lengt.h grown impatient of
fqﬁ'ermg, and finding it"impoflible to reflt in
our hammocks, wt got up, walked about the
room, wafhed with cold water, rubbed our-
felves with orange juice, and with limes wthen
opened the windows, thook our hammocks,
beat about the'room with cloths and~“hand-
kerchiefs, and tried¢ all the various .means of
drivifig out the mfe&s, apd obtaining relief:
byt in vain, all' our effgits failed of fuccefs.
Immmgab‘re torment_ wirfued us, 3nd we were
compelled to drag Sut a moft wearifome and
- comfertlefg, night.
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Eaﬂy i the mormng we left our réom
op’preﬂ'ed with feverifh feelings, afid a fenfe
of ‘general ftupor-:—and almoft blirfd ! *Qur
eye-lids were {woln and heavy—our whole
<faces tumefiad and inflamed. It were difficult
to convey to 00 2 juft idea of our affliGted
appearance. *Perhaps if you call to your ima-
gination the vifage of a fot, after he has de-
voted two or three whole nights to the bot-
tle ; then, before he has had time to fleep off’
his intoxication, fubje& him to an-attack of
¢ St. Anthony,” you may concelve a tolerable
reprefentation *of the matin-countenances of
your friend, and his fleeplefs niufqm‘to-bltten

comrades. .

We breakfafted with M. Abbenfets, and 4:
nine o’clock embarked for New Amﬁert)‘i\m.
The negroes took no reft between Effendam
and the town. They cheerfully pulled the
oars for five hours without intermiffion,in order
to reich*the landing place befére theturn of the
tide; and=llthe relief they fought, throughout
the whole of this time, was that of occafionally
takjng up a hand \S\f watér from the nver,

~and pouring it upoh their oars, %t prevent
them {fom becoming hot angd dry, and thereby

HR2>
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bllﬁermg their hands. At two ¢cloék on the
23d of June we finithed otr jeurney, and
were again‘fafely on fhore 4t the government
landing-place at New Amrfterdam.

You will feel that the grzcurfion was,
altogether, one of-high intereft and gratifica-
tion: but I have proceeded in fuch minute,
and (If fear you will fay) tedious detail, that
very little reinains to be offered by way of ge-
neral remark.

The novelty which prefented itfglf to
our obfcrvation was not more ftriking than the
unbounded hofpitality, which univerfally met
us at every place of eall ™ Although unex-
&cd intruders, “we were every where re-
ceivzd with a cordial ~urbanity, which is very
inadequately exprefled by the common term
civility.” It feemed to be the ftudy of all,
who fhould moft ferve, and oblige us. Not
fatisfied with adminiftering to us the’beft ac-
commodations of the(ioufe, whilft we*remain-
ed wifh them, a generqus regard for our com-
fort gxtended their libergfty yet- further, and
they either openly, or privately, cortributed to*
our convenience, by adding to our trarelling
fupplys Partef, wine, ara” fpirits, food and
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iruit, and plaatalns for the-ncnrocs, all found
their way igto the boat?

Our mode of gravelling was in itfelf
highly commodious, and afforded many faci-
lities. The party fat together as comfortably
as in a {fmall foom on fhore.: we advanced at
eafe, and were fcarcely fenfible of any mo-
tion : by the awning we were protected from
the {un ; -agnd from the open w1ndows"at the
fides, we had always a ftream of cool "air.
Enough of room was afforded for provi-
ﬁons‘wine, ctothes, and all other ftores of the
journey; alfo convenient ftowage for whatever
fpecimens we might collect. Together with
thefe accommoda®on} a fecure harbour was
found for the boat at evegy plantation, and
our {laves either fed themfelves from the ],t(’)-
vifions of the veflel, or foraged among the ne-
grocs of the eftates; fo that we had no care
conccrning either fervants or cattle, carriage
or roads.

The variety in point of fcenery you will
have perceivegd waS\nof very great, but the
=tnanimate jamenefs of wood art”water *was
pleafangly relfeved by th® ogcafional openings =
of the different plaggations. & In fg,m.e parts of ,
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the river, the water was fihgularly Rill and
clear, and with its fylvan botders, exhibited a
novelty of peculiar feature. Its fmooth and
Iucid furface formed 2 perfe& mirrar, fo
completely refleing every thing around, that
it feemed difficult to difcover how we were
fupported—by what means fufpended, as it
were, in the centre of fpace. At the fides of
the river no line of termination could be dif-
tinga’lfhed. It was not fecn wherg the water
ceafed, or where the land commenced ; but
the trces, on each border, being within the
edge of the water, were fo diftiadly refleted as
to convey the femblance of a foreft, growing
upwards and downwards from the fame roots.
The bodt was reflected” inwa fimilar manner;
as was likewife the unclouded canopy of the
ﬂZ 2s. The watery- medium made no impref-
fion upon the eye—but the open azure ex-
panfe was feen the fame, whether we looked
upwards or downwards. We feemed fufpend-
ed in the centré of a hollow globe, having the
fame concave arch gbove and below, with an
invered and an upright foreft on either hand.
At one fpot weé met a/Small fland, :floating
down the il rlver, with a variety of plante—

.and fhrubs growing upon it ; ‘and from the

- water being invifible, the- perfe&t reflection of
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this little glanmu&n gave it ;he 1ppcaranc=“' of
a finall Mlump of young trees calmly moving
in the midft of fpace with each plant grow-
ing perpendicularly tpwards and downwards,
in precife refemblafce. 1f we held out a haad,

or an oar over the fide of the boat, the fames
was feen bclowaithout difcovering the limpid
medium between them. In fhort, we feemed
enly to move, lil-e our globe itfelf, in ethereal

4 S

fpace. . =
s o .

The difficulties which many of the gen-
tlemen of thexolony had urged,?is neceffarily
attendant upon the expedition, proved to be
ideal.  Scarcely did any obftacle oppofe it-
felf to our convemence’-—none to qur® pro-
grefs : nor until the laft’ three nights had any
thing occurred to mterr‘x;p; the full enjo;=
ment of the excurfion. Indeed the torment
of thefe nights ferved only as a varicty, whed
placed in a ftronger light the many facilities
we had met with; for, amidft the woods,
and at the eftates far up the river, we had al-
moft wholly efcaped the a’moyancc of infe@s.
Muquxtoes dld not feqm toinhabit the depthsof
the foreft. JIn‘thefe parts we hade#flo found
“the air coolet, and the land lefs heated than
where itwas cleared of wead, and more open.
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I muft not negleét to«mfprm you of a
cuftom .which we obxervcd to be’ vory pre-
valcat, it being an a& of politenefs which, to
Europeany, fecmed no lefs fingular than novel.
As a mark of attention the gentlemen of the
different plantations ufually accompauicd us
to our {leeping room, at the tiz.e of our going
to’ bed, when, on taking their leave for the
night, they ¢oncluded the complimunts of the
day'..1 ihe following terms, viz. S’ily a
d’zutre chofe, Meflieurs, dont vous avcz iL.-
foin, il n’en faut que dcmz'r.der au Garcon—
cela n’ eft pa; mon affaire ¥ This was truc
Weft Indian cowplaifance. ‘It was a Lranch
of hofpitality that was not familiar to us, being
an a:commodation a0t ufuc.lly found in the
lift of European civilities. = If your ignorance
«f tropical habits, and the common cuftoms
oi*flavery fhould prevent you from compre-
hending the extent ofit, atk me, when [ re-
turn to Fngland, and I will explain it to you
more fully. - Adicu.

* If there is any faing elfe you wills for, you need
only afk the boy : that ddes not concern me !

.

END OF THE SECOND VPDLUME.

’ 4’.'
Sirahan artu Prefton,
Pru ess?Birert, London,


















